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LETTER 3 


Miſs Mater in the Country, to Miſs 
Wynne i in Town. [ 


LA H AT ſheets of coinplabits k have 
W you ſent me, my dear Harriot! 

NN x complaints of a ſilence for which 
J am not anſwerable, as almoſt every 
hour of my time has been engroſſed. By 
whom ? By what? do you exclaim.— 
Tell me quick, quick, Lucy, for you well 

Yor. 5 ' know 


"HISTORY of the Hon. 


| Know that Fam not endued with that moſt 
neceſſary - virtue in a woman, patience.” / 
So far, my lively 'Harriot : : and I reply 
with a ſeriouſneſs ghar to the ___ 


_ 


dear gad bend from once thinking of. a 
return t to London. 

ip 1 not now eager for a deſcrip- 
tion of this engroſſing man? But you muſt © 
give me leave to take a little breath: 1 
cannot by any means keep up the ſpirit 
ofa long letter in my Harriot's rapid, lively 
ſtile: I muſt-g6 back to my own manner 
of writing, which is exactly, like my mode 
of thinking, ſober; and conſequently 
dull, you will add: but ae doubt exe 


n, methodical.” 210 


How 9 my 7 FLO fiend, a 
have you ſtrove to laugh me out of my 
1.1. : 15 I e- 


EDWARD! AS TELL. 3 
regularity; yet to how little, to how very 
little purpoſe? Don't be angry, Harriot: 
but methinks I ſee you juſt now with the 
eager look and earneſt action of the lover 
in a French comedy I have read, whoſe 
ſervant bringing him a meſſage from a 
lady whom he admires, after a tedious rho- 
domontade of inſignificant chat, quite 
foreign to the purpoſe, ſtops juſt as he 
is beginning to repeat her words, and cries, 
“Hold, Sir, there's a ſpider in your hair.” 
How lucky i is it for me that we are far 
alunder at this time! but to the point. 


About a fortnight ago as I was walk-- 
ing with my mother in the wood, my fa- 
ther came haſtily up to us, and ſaid that a 
gentleman had met with an unlucky acci- 
dent, having been thrown out of his phae- 
ton a few paces from our houſe; © he is 
much bruiſed, added my father, and his 


| | ſervants have, by my order, brought him 


5 B 2 in: 


4+ HISTORY of the Hon, 
inn 1 wiſh, my dear (addrefling himſelf to 
my mother) you would ſtep in, and ſee 
what can be done for him; he is one of 
the fineſt young fellows in his perſon I 
ever ſaw, and his behaviour ans 


leſs * 2 


| ' My W who is benevolence itſelf, 

haſtened in, while I continued. my walk, 

| - ſuppoſing that as my. preſence was not dey | 
ſired, it was unneceſſary. | 


In about half an hour my mother re- 
turned to me. © This young gentleman, 
Lucy,” ſaid ſhe, © of whom your father 
| fpoke fo highly, well deſerves, according 


do all appearance, the encomiums beſtowed 


on him. I never beheld a face ſo perfect- 
ly handſome ; yet there is nothing of that 
formal regularity which ſometimes is dif- 
guſting even in beauty itſelf. There is an 
Infinite 11 of ſenſe and ſpirit in his coun- 

| tenance: 


EDWARD ASTESE:  »- 
tenance : his manners are extremely inſi- 
nuating, and he bears his accident with ſo 
much mildneſs and compoſure, that one 
feels a thouſand times more for him, be- 
cauſe he ſeems to feel fo little for himſelf.“ 
— Take notice, Harriot, theſe are my mo- 
ther 8 words. 


6 ' Now don' t you die with impatience to 
know of what his eyes are? Of what co- 
Jour his hair is? And don't you long to 

hear about numberleſs other trifling cir- 
cumſtances ? But I never attend to ſuch 
matters, you know: matters of no ſort 
of importance—The character, the 
mind, ought certainly to be firſt regarded. 

Neither man nor woman can be worthy of 

our attention, however externally . 
ĩf not internally amiable. | 


Mr. A dell rems not deficient in-under-. 
ſanding; but he has been here only a fort- 
| "= — of 3 Night: 


6 . HISTORY of the Hon. 
night: I muſt ſee more of him, in order 
to know whether he deſerves the panegy- 
ric which my father and mother have la- 
viſhed on him.— He is a young man of 
faſhion indeed, and the meer being ſo 
would recommend him ſufficiently to half 
my ſex: but rank, excluſtye of merit, 
is no recommendation to me. Bir th 
and fortune ought to excite a man to di- 
Ringuiſh himſelf by copying the virtues 
of his exemplary. anceſtors :. in our dege- 
nerate age, thoſe; who are nobly born, and: 
inherit large fortunes, are too often, inſti- 
gated to be either ridieulous:« or vicious, 
and ow Cy bath, $ 


kn as I wil e 


0 a concluſion; not being able, at 
Preſent, to give you more pleaſure with. 


"we * * "my n ben that 


* . am ever yours. 


LE T- 
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WERE Gl GA SWEET 


7 LET T E R II. 
tad Hon. Edward Aſtell to Lord Selwyn. 


HAT a confounded accident did I 

meet with, ſhould I ſay, Harry, 

Juſt when I was in full chace after Olivia, 
if other things had not fallen in my way, 
which will help to accommodate matters, 
'and make amends for" bans OY TOY: 
there. 


The * after we parted I was by my 
own curſed aukwardneſs ſome how over- 
turned, and fairly laid at the gate of the 

moſt hoſpitable people now exiſting upon 
carth, who accordingly took me in, and 
treated me more like their own ſon than a 
ſtranger. But thank Heaven, Selwyn, I 
ſtand not ſo related to them, as they have 
1 B 4 ſo 


838 HISTORY: of. the Hon. 
ſo very fine a girl for their daughter, that I 

| ſhould be horribly out of humour to be 
obliged to call her ſiſter. Irregular as you 
have always thoughtme i in my proceedings 
with women, I have, you know, Harry, 
kept pretty clear of atrocious crimes; ſuch 
at leaſt ſo nominated i in the vocabulary 
held venerable by fuch tame fellows as 
yourſelf, No, faith I don't think I am 
half ſo much libertine as a coxcomb ; and 
yet a coxcomb is ſo contemptible a cha- 
rater, that it hurts me to feel myſelf one: 
I certainly prove myſelf a coxcomb by 
diſcovering ſo ſtrong a propenſity to ego- 
tiſm.— Do, bear with me, however, a little 
longer, Selwyn; I ſhall, I truſt; one day, be- 
come a more rational animal: for tho youth 
and beauty may render coxcombry juſt to- 
lerable, what under Heaven can be more 
intolerable than an old male flirt? No, 
Harry, when I have fluttered about ſome 
years longer, I ſhall look _ myſelf as 


quite 


EDWARD ASTELL. 9 
quite fit for retirement; yet, after all, life ; 
is not life without indulgencies, and there- 
fore I ſhall endeavour to ſecure as many 
as I can while I have ſpirits to enjoy 
them. th 


| But to return to Lucy Muſgrove. She 
is poſitively a fine creature, and yet her 
beauty is the leaſt of her perfections. I 
would draw her portrait upon paper, 
if it were poſſible for me to do her juſtice; 
take, however, a ſketch of her I have a 
great mind to throw away my pen, and give 
it up - She is actually above all deſcription 
— The eaſy elegance of her form, the rich 
luſtre of her complexion, the delicious 
languor which ſwims in her dark blue eyes, 
the ten thouſand little Cupids which hide 
themſelves in her dimples, and the volup- 
tuous enbonpoint of her whole Perſon, 
all unite to render her a very captivating 
object: ſhe f is, indeed, with thoſe charms, 


Bs the 


2 HISTORY of the Hom 
the lovelieſt girl I ever ſaw; but the mild 
dignity: in her air, the tender ſenſibility in 
her features; and the naivẽtẽ in her man- 
ners, thoſe are the charms which make her, 
in my eyes, irreſiſtible. Now, do but to- 
what I have ſaid, add a cultivated under- 
ſtanding, an elegant taſte, with a heart inha- 
bited by every virtue, and the catalogue 
of Miſs One O nr E is com- 
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low tare, 1 Iarry: I can't help loving her: 
but ſhe is too ar for me: ſhe will never, 
L ous, be mine upon my own terms, and 
S death! I have forgotten Olivia all this: 
while But this Lucy would drive even 
the devil himſelf out of my head: I have 
him * ec W alten. 


* 
, 


11 = 3 SOR in inhiv houſe, 1 Eat 
: not, 1 find, * the n man of Fleaſur I 
the 


EDWARD ASTELL. 11 
the old folks by no means approve of ſuch 
a character, and the young lady ſeems ra- 
ther to be influenced by their prejudices.— 
I have not yet ventured to diſcover much 
of myſelf; but the modeſt diſtance ſhe keeps 
me at, gives me no encouragement to. hope 
that I ſhall bend Her to my purpoſe.— 
| To; ſay truth, Mr. and Mrs. Muſgrove 
look more pleaſed with me than their 
daughter does; but tho? the former is a 
man of learning, and tho? both of them 
have lived in the world, they have the ut- 
moſt averſion to the capital, to all its fol- 
lies and vices: nay; even to its amuſements. 
Sdon after the birth of his Lucy, who 3 is, I 
imagine, about ei chiteen or nineteen, Mr. 
Muſgrove retired, to his paternal eſtate, 
"which, though not large, is very fufficient 
ſor the pleaſures, as well as the comfort 
(a favourite word with theſe good creatu res) 
of life. They are, indeed, Harry, people 
without guile; and Lucy, tho' ſhe has been 
95 R Politely 
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politely educated, has a noble ſimplicity in 
her manners, which is captivating beyond 
expreſſion.— I never behold her without 
recolle&ting «thoſe ans: "__ own par 
ton: : | 4: 72434 . 


(„ e Palite . in \ courts ſhe'd, ever 3 ; 
40 Jet good as dhe the world had never ſeen.” : 


| Her goodieſs T'revere; but it is that 
goodneſs, undoubtedly, which prevents 
her from beſtowing a Tingle favourable 
thought of me; for though e trem- 
blingly alive” to every creature in diſtreſs, 


and full of che warmeſt ſentiments of de- 
: neyolence and compaſſion, ſhe appears 
cold and inſenſible to me: ſhe does not, 
2 however, honour me ſo far as to treat me 
with total neglect: from ſuch treatment 1 
ſhould have hopes © of her im mediately, as as 
ſhe then muſt have ſome ſecret reaſon for 
| ſuch a carriage. Women can never be 
| particular in any ſhape to men without 


EE 3 


EDWARD ASTELIL. 1g 
ſome deſign, at leaſt without being ſtrongly 
ſuſpected: but this amiable girl behaves to 
me with the ſame cheerful eaſe as ſhe would 
to one of her own ſex, and neither ſeems 
to love nor hate me. | 


Shall I tell you, Harry, that I cannot 
bear this cutting, this cruel indifference, 
after having had ſo much reaſon. to plume 
myſelf upon my conqueſts But let me 
keep down the riſing coxcomb yet you 
know, Harry, that I have made an exten- 
ſive devaſtation, a ſtrange havock among 
the pretty creatures.---Never did I attack 
one who was not charmed by my eyes, by 
my tongue, or my dreſs, or my addreſs, 
or ſomething about me But this lovely 
inſenſible is proof againſt every charm. 
Poſſibly ſhe has a lover already: many 
lovers, doubtleſs; ; but I mean a favoured 
one, whom 1 muſt, in the firſt place, en- 


N to find out, and then I muſt 
attack 


. 
5 | 
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attack her in a form different from my 
own, in order to recommend myſelf to 
ſuch celeſtial purity: an angel only can 
captivate an angel: If 1 Amn ſo happy as 
to hinder the cloven foot from peeping 
cout l -Well ! write to me immediately at 
bewegen. * che ene. 
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O0 are the 3 provoking lite 
| breathing, to begins about fo charming 
2 fellow, and to break of Juſt 1 when I Was 
wild to read a little more about. him. Po- 
ſitively, Lucy, If 1 you are not more expli- 
eit, and immediately too, I will write to 
Mrs. Muſgrove, and beg the favour of 
her to give me the withed-for information. 

I was 
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I Was certainhy quite unfortunate to 
Ratte Woodcot at the very time it was 
going to receive ſo brilliant an inhabitant: 
but I forget 1 ſhould have ſtood no 
chance againſt the ſuperior force of my 
dear Lueys attractions — no, no: let me 
get the man to London, and then J may, 
perhaps, make ſomething of him. Beauties 
are ſo common here that the men know 
not where to fix; but in a lonely country- 
houſe, inhabited by a divinity too, he muſt 
leave his heart with you, if he has a heart 
to loſe: and indeed, I am, ſometimes 
tempted to think, that nature, being in a 
prodigious turry to make his outſide com- 
plete, quite forgot to encloſe that pretty 
httle neceſſary thing. It is certain that we 
frequently ſee ftrong heads without brains; 
and the exceſſive volubility of the faſhion- 
able beaux of the age, together with their 
nonſenſe, plainly proves, that notwith- 
ſtanding their load of hair, tho? ever fo well 


444 
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acrommuide, their inner apartments | are 
' poorly furniſhed. Can you conceive a 
more deplorable animal than a modern 
fellow of faſhion, who employs his whole 
time in trying to make his head formidable 
not among his own ſex--don't miſtake me. 


Forgive me, my dear creature, for run- 
ning on thus: and only conſider how ani- 
mating the ſubject isa pretty fellow 
what can be more ee than a Prey | 

fellow ! $0 
Stop there, child,” cries ſome grave cor- 
rector, vain of his erudition: : © you are 
quite in an error: you are ignorant of the 
meaning of words, and you take things 1 in 
a wrong ſenſe.” Stuff--ſtuff! is not a 
handſome young man of faſhion, like your 
gueſt, my Lucy, worth a thouſand of thoſe 
regular wretches who move by clock-work, 


and do N thing * rule ?---I hate rules--- 
I 


EDWARD ASTELL. 17 


I never was exact in my life, and could 
hardly, you know, bring myſelf to conform 
to the domeſtic ceconomy of a family whom 
ſo dearly love. How, then, is it poſſible 
for me to bearany kindof formality, which 
is only another word for dulneſs---But to 
your man. You have not been half par- 

ticular enough about him---I entirely agree 


with you---but I muſt have his eyes, teeth, 
hair, all deſcribed. ' If you want adequate 


_ expreſſions,” if he 4 beggars all deſcrip- 
tion,“ take out your pencil, and trace him 
on paper: but be careful not to forget to 
let me know what progreſs he has made in 
the dear innocent heart of my amiable 
friend. e 


910191 x 


The moſt Aten reed wait on 
good Mr. and Mrs. Mucgrove, from their 
and your | tr 
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7 HAT a ſhort, rrifling anſvrer, did 
7 you make to an affair of ſuch im- 
Peck: an affair on which depends en- | 
tirely the Tuba felicity « of 1 my life. . 
This Wa this angel, 1 ſhould ſay, gains 
hourly upon me: her father and mother, 
good people, appear abſolutely delighted 
with me; but chere is a reſerve in their 
chatting daughter which hurts me. I, 
who have been ſo idolized by the women, 
| cannot bear to ſee the lovelieſt of her ſex. 
totally 


EDWARD AST ELL. 19 
totally indifferent to me: yet, tho' ſhe does 
not appear to admire me, ſhe treats me 
with an obliging eaſe, which is perfectly 
enchanting; but that eaſe, that eaſe, Sel- 
wyn, deſtroys me. ---Did ſhe love me? 
Heavens! how my heart bounds at the 
bare idea! Did ſhe. love me, J ſay, ſhe 
would not have any of that calmneſs, any 
of that compoſure in her behaviour no- 
no. -I am too well acquainted with the ſex 

to be miſtaken: but tho' I have yet hac no 
ſucceſs, I may not be always unſuccelsMl; 
and you may be aſſured that I ſhall omit 
nothing to gain a heart ſo uncommonly 
delirable, a heart above all price. 


* 


She l has J EY now 51 me, after W 
brought an elegant Bouquet to decorate my 
apartment: how beautifully has ſhe diſpo- 
ſed a various thats, and i * how delicate 


4 
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20 _ HISTORY of che Hon. 
I eeized the lovely hand which had been 
ſo prettily exerciſed to. give me pleaſure, 
and preſſed it ardently to my lips: ſhe 
bluſhed; but tho' 'ſhe withdrew it, ſhe 
ſeemed to withdraw it with ſome reluctance. 
Coxcomb again, ſay you-=Say what you 
will, Harry, ſhe has promiſed to return to 
me in half an hour: we are then to read 
Rouſſeau's Emilius together. She comes, 
the comes—the WA FOO ne 
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N. mne 0 n Wynne,” 
7 bee Harriot? 
VV but I know you are a good one, 
2 therefore, excuſe your flights. Can 
Jou, however, be ſerious a moment: J 

have 


EDWARD AS TELL. zr 
have much to ſay; yet ns, I fear, to 
2 Ps me, N Ht4 


| This young ſtranger, whoſe accident in- 
troduced him into our family, makes him- 
ſelf but too agreeable: he is not only very 
handſome and very elegant in his form and 
manners, but he is alſo finely accom- 
pliſned. Never did I hear a man read 
better, nor diſcover more taſte in books; 
he alſo excels in muſick; he draws; he 
"dances. In ſhort, he does every thing with 
a grace which enchants, which captivates 
you, before you are aware of his Wi 


powers. 


* Tf he is capable of dancing, he muſt 
have recovered from his bruiſes, and con- 
ener able to Fan his firſt * ; 
True, my Hfartjor; he is perfectly well 
but my father and mother are ſo pleaſed 
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with dim, and he is, or pretends to be, ſo 
pleaſed with them and their daughter, that 
I don't know when he will leave 
us I don't know / what I would ſay Hut 
methinks, my dear friend, he becomes too 
intereſting an object, and attaches himſelf 
nothing to talk of except Himſelf. I have 
2 great mind to ſtopchere, and ſay ng more 
about him: and yet, Harriot, he is very 
amiable, and has a delicacy in his manners 
which is rather uncommon. I begin to 

wiſn that he had never come here; but I 
_ fear, notwithſtanding, 4 that] anne ſorry 
when n por” —vi-9n0ls crriot aW 


? r £4 4 
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1 Wee 8 | * I" 
juſt at this critical time? why didnt you 
Ray, and be convincedthat] am not guilty 
of exaggeration when J tell you how ex- 
tremely agreeable he is, how ſenſibly he 
talks, how enchantingly he looks, and 

. . 


EDWARD AS TELL. 23: 


| how meltingly he touches thetharpſichord ? 
You: would, then have ſeen him, have 
heard him; you would then have received 
thoſe aſſiduities, thoſe attentions; which he 
now, for want of 4 more inviting object, ' 
laviſnes on me, and which only tend to 
ſoften a heart already but too much pre- 
poſſeſſed in his favour. Adorned, how- 
ever as he is, with numberleſs attractions, 
he ſeems not conſcious of them: he is, ap- 
parently attached wholly to me: he even 
appears to forget that he himſelf is the 
only amiable object. Tet think not, my 
dear friend, that your Lucy is caught by: 
outward form alone — no the moſt an- 
gelic figure, without intellectual charms, 
could not allure me But He poſſeſſes all 
theſe charms in their higheſt luſtre: hie 
is benevolent, generous, compaſſionate, 
andi et l dete ee ng 


Every ching.“ 1 1 
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Sos urs his family has convinced 
me that his heart is as good as his perſon - 
and his manners are engaging. That poor 
man had been, by a long and expenſive fit 
of ſickneſs, rendered incapable of paying 
his rent at the uſual time to his haughtey 
landlord, of which incapacity my father 
was abſolutely ignorant, or he would have 
moſt readily aſſiſted him. One evening, 
as Mr. Aſtell was walleing in the meadows, 
he accidentally met with Peggy Smallcrop 
in tears. He immediately obſerved her, 
for you know ſhe is exceedingly pretty, 
and ſtopping her, enquired into the cauſe 
of her affſiction. The good girl told the 
truth, but told it namanner which touched 
the heart of this amiable young man, and 
obliged him inſtantly to go home with her 
and pay what her father owed; adding a 
handſome preſent beſides, to ſet them for 
ward 1 in the world. 


a n. 


is behaviour to farmer 
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Poſſibly, you may be ready to imagine 
that Peggy's beauty excited ſuch uncom- 
mon generoſity; but as he ſcarce ſeemed to 
regard her then, and has taken no notice 
of her ſince; we muſt, I think, acquit him 
of having any improper views in what he 
has done for her family, and aſcribe 
his beneficence to the conſtitutional genero- 
ſity of his temper, to the innate goodneſs 
of his heart: I bluſh, my dear, while 1 
write thus in praiſe of a man of whom I 
ſeem to know ſo little; and yet, Harriot, 
why ſhould'T be aſhamed of giving merit 
all the commendation to which it is en- 
titled ? T'ought, on the contrary, to be ea- 
get to acknowledge, to Splaud it, where- 
ever I meet with it. However, I have, 
ſincemy firſtacquaintance, intimacy I may 
call it, with Mr. Aſtell, felt ſo many dit- 
| ferent, ſo many new ſenſations in my bo- 
ſom, that I know not how either to de- 
fine or deſcribe them. He is ſcarce ever a 
Voi l. Wͤ mom 
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moment from me; but} though I will ko. 


neſtly conf, that I am never ſo happy 
as when he is near me, his approach always 
Autters me ſtrangely; and the very parti- 
cular attention he pays to me, ſometimes 


embarraſſes me OY: _ am inter- 
| A q 0% Bf wolg I 


My mother has Juſt now told me that 
two new gueſts are arrived, Mr. Selby and 
his ſon, and defired me to aſſiſt her in do- 
ing the honours of the houſe. © Aſtell alſo 


ſtept into the parlour; and, with unuſual 


eagerneſs, aſked who theſe new viliters 
were, and whether I particularly intereſted 
myſelf in their arrival. I replied in the 
negative ; but he preſſed my hand to his 

lips with earneftneſs, and repeated the 
queſtion, adding, © Indeed, my ever amia- 


able Miſs Muſgrove, are you not pleaſed 


to hear of this Mr. Selby? Is he not a 
lover, or an admirer? He muſt be: no- 
body 
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body Can look on that lovely | face without 
zing inexpreſſibly charmed with it.” 


I bluſhed, my Harriot; yet, ſhall I.own 
the real truth? My face glowed from 
_ pleaſure, as well as from modeſty : and 

that glow ſeemed to pleaſe him, for he 
_ threw his arm round me, claſped me, in 
ſpite of all my teſiſtance, to his boſom, with 
a tenderneſs which was but too affecting, 
called me is deareſt angel, his Lucy, his 
innocent Lucy, and then aſked me, with 
much emotion, if he might take ſo delight- 
ful a liberty ? 

Re | | 

I * reply, but diſengaged myſelf 
from him. His behaviour was indeed 
delicately tender, but I was afraid to 
truſt myſelf with him. Was I not right, 
my dear Farriot Would you were here 
to tell me your thoughts of this — agreeable 
man | Could you not come down, if only \ 

CF. for 
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for a week or a fortnight ? Do, my amia- 


ble friend, prevail on your. good. aunt to 
ſpare you only for a few days: molt pro- 
bably he will not be logger here, — my ſilly 
heart! how heavy it feels at that appre- 
henſion | But I cannot enumerate all a7. 
follies—1 cannot exp oſe myſelf A N 
per: but were : you Aich me, my a bu 
Wynne, every thought of my heart houf 
be laid open to your view. Adieu, m 

beſt friend—Think on my y requeſt, eſt, an 150 
grant it, if f you 2 loved ” Wi 5 Itty 
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The "226 Edward Afeell to Lord Selwyn. 


H HA D juſt begun to make ſome pro- 
| greſs. in my affairs, when a rival 
curſe bim —has ſtepped i in, and if I don't 
keep a good look out, will bear away my 
prize Not that the dear creature ſeems to 
give him the preference neither. In ſhort, 
I don't know what to make of her.— Vet I 
believe, if he had not thruſt himſelf in the 
way I might have made ſomething of her. 
by this time - tho, actually, ſhe is almoſt 
too lovely, too good to be deceived.—l 
never never met with — take her for all in 
all, fo perfect a creature. Were I ever to 
marry—and matrimony would, I ſuppoſe, 
be the end of me] cannot expect to find 
ſuch another model for a wife: ſo beau- 


C 3 tiful 


3 HIS TOR L, of che Hon. 


tiful is ſhe, ſo innocentlyinviting, ſo ſu- 
perlarively modeſt, But I ſhall hot, it is 
not, indeed, in my power to deceive her. 
I love her, love her ardently, and I began 
to have hopes of touching the moſt valua- 
ble, the moſt affectionate heart in the 
world, (if one may judge of its feelings for 
a lover by thoſe which ſhe diſcovers for 
her father and mother, and for a female 
friend in London, with whom ſhe corre- 
ſponds, and of whom ſhe has ſpoken tome 
in the higheſt terms). But here are a Mr. 
Selby andhis ſon; the former an old fendt 

of my lovely girrs father, a very good 
kind of man; the latter a well-made, well- 
bred, ſenſible young fellow, and yet diffi-. 
dent, too diffident, with all the requiſite 
accompliſhments to charm.— How im- 
menſely ſtupid! and yet, poſſibly, to that 
very ſtupidity I owe all my happineſs : yet 
why do I talk of happineſs!—I can taſte 

Bone without this angel, who is become 


7 1 * 
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actually neceſſary to my peace. ut this 
Selby he is really quite the: ching he is 
juſt what a man ought to be, and I revere 
the character which I ſhall never be able 
to copy Can I then blame this attractive 
girl for loving an amiable character, ſimilar 
to her own, in another ſex? But ſhe does 
not love him, ſhe: cannot, muſt net, ſhall 
not love him. The thought is diſtracting, 
and will drive me to madneſs.— Dear, 
lovely: creature! Iwrong her, by harbouring 
contrary, rather. reſerved and thy to him, 
vehile ſhe gives me all her time: yes, Sel; 
wyn, gives to me her winning rniles; * 
— ann r bw io 


1 chink I be a viſible n 
ſha is there in the mere idea l 
cannot be miſtaken we are both, I may 
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A MUST OR TAS rene 
ther day, when ſhe was deſired by 
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x — ctr Mr. Selby to ſing, his fon, and 5 1 


Tae at the ay, time with, eager h 
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Accompany | her. . With, a roſy le which 
added. new charms to her fair face, the 


put the notes 1 into my hand: 1 preſſed bers 


2 


in return, and c com lied with a an alacrity 


| which gave ſ uch a ſpirit to my performance, 


1110 


that! it extorted praiſes even from my rival, 


{L360 /THY 


while Lucy bluſhed her approbation, and, 


F with her eyes modeſtly thrown Sono 


me to remain at the harpſichord, Pointing 
out to me another favourite air. 's How 


 ſwee dy, how melodiout ſly flowed her rune- 


P*7\ 771 
SE 11 


ful accents ! 1 y heart and my fingers were 


110191, 


5 agitated alike by the e delightful harmony of g 


her voice. 1 was not, however, quite 

intoxicated as not to offer to refign my ſear 
to Selby; 7 but he politely declined, the ac- 
ceptance of 7. tho? I ſaw, by; a dejection 


which he could not hide, that he \ Was not a 


litle W at the, ne preference 


winch 
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which Li if Gwe to me: glorious prefer- 
ence! ES an i neſtimable acquiſition—if 
Tai am really be with i ber f ſincere regard 
Yet, Ia an) afraid, Selwyn, Iam afraid. that I 
am not deſerving of ſuch happineſs. There 
is, Iam thoroughly ſenſi ble, ſo muchof the 
coxcomb, woven into r my conſtitution, that 
it will be very difficult, if not utterly im- 
, poſſible, wraly to eradicate it. —Perhaps 
the eradication of it is to be accompliſhed 
by Lucy. —at leaſt, 13 am well aſſured that 


311 JI ** 40 
no othe r woman will ever have the extir- 


Faring power over me.—Well! be it fo— 
Jam content: I even with that the great 
| reformation was compleated. I am fre- 
quently tired of playing the fool: pray 
Heaven! Ibe not more tired of acting the 
wiſe man, if ever I am deſtined to perſonate 
that character. Upon my ſoul, Harry, I 
would give up my liberty to- morro, Were 
I not afraid of making a curſed huſband; 
and actually, this is ſucli an angel that it 


C 5 would 


np 
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woullt grieve even the, thGughtleſfsas 1 am, 


2 iz Nr nete tched « 9 18. "Selwyn, T 


bw 3 1 01 1118 Ale 


othe r. 


th . 
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When we Ar Apen erde muſick, 


be followed her mother i into a ruſtic tem- 
ple i in the garden. | Hy purſued my lovely 


creature, and throwing my arm round her, 


« How enchantingly | have you ſung this 
afternoon,” ” ſaid I: « how e do 
you charm all hearts.” + 


Siri; 


Don't laviſh praiſes | on me alone,” 


| replied ſhe, in the ſofteſt voice, e to which, 


indeed, you are entitled, as your fine taſte 


in the accompaniment made me doubly 
deſire to excel, if poſſible.” 


What an amiable modeſty ! I caught. 


her to ay beating boſom, and, while I 


3 
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whiſpered an infinite ir dl in 


her Far, ſtole the moſt " 191151 raviſung killes, | CO, 


SO V 310 3G yi 


The 2 buſhing girl, broke haſtily 
from my arms, and ſeemed angry; but 
1 plainly Xerceived that her anger was coun- 
terfeited: by a more corrected behaviour 1 
ſoon made my Peace. She is, certainly, 
& a A moſt heavenly diſpoſition but 1 
actually believe that ſhe is not abſo- 
lutely indifferent about me Vanity again 
—fay you. But prythee, Selwyn, let me 
have your ſerious opinion, and immediate- 
by t0Q, pon a ſubjett on which my whole 
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VV blefr 5 ? 1 at alt, "why don't 
you write to me, and Tet n me 1 . your 
reaſons for r refuling n me? OTIS” 
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T L have been ereatlp Ol Mr. 
Selby came to us on purpoſe, it ſeems, to 
make propoſals to my father: but you 
hall hear. I have already told you that 
Mr. Aſtell appeared to be alarmed at his 
arrival, and, if poſſible, redoubled his aſſi- 
I duities: the other happened to be in the 
ſame humour, ſo that between them both, 
I had ſcarce a moment to myfelf. | 


. J811 N 


A . ago the Eller Mr. Selby, 
aeg me to ling, I—ſhall I tell you, my 
| Har- 
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Harriot ? I choſe to be accompanied by 

Aſtell, and he complied in ſuch a ſtyle and 
manner — Ohl my friend ! I thought I 
never hadheard harmony till that moment. 
I was ſo enchanted, that I could not beſtow 
- the-praiſes on his performance which it ſo 


juſtly deſerved. But he is too eager, Har- 


Tiot; too ready to ſeize every opportunity 
to behave in a manner which I do not ap- 


prove of. And yet ſo great is my weak- 
neſs—I will not, however, I cannot, thus 
minutely relate every ſecret movement 


of my heart with t to Mr. Aſtell. 


When the e was over * 1 
my mother and me into your ee 
bower, as you call it, and took a liberty, m 
dear, which could be only Kru in 
_ himſelf. —Yet I was ſilly, and forgave! it. 
I am quite out of humour with myſelf 
for that forgiveneſs; and: for- what fol- 
lowed. 
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Mr. Selby was no leſs aſſiduous to ſpeak 
alone in the garden reflecting on what had 
Paſſed, and advanced to meet me with a 
modeſty and timidity which very much 
prejudiced me in his favour. But I have 
no heart, co diſpoſe of; it is gone; fled 
for ever from my | bolom—yet; Selby. i is 
amiable, and has a great deal of merit. 
Will you not wonder then that I wiſhed, to 
avoid him, to ſnun a man truly worthy of 
my eſteem But I as ſorry, nay, I bes 
lieve, I was aſhamed to liſten, to what, J 
gueſſed he was going to ſay, tho he deli: 
vered! himfelf with-a diffidence which un; 
doubiedly 3 180 120 appearing 
e e 5 TTTEN STO 8 jon 
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\'« Mifs Muſgrove,? ſaid he; after hav- 


ing ſeveral times opened his mouth to 


ſpeak, and as often cloſed it again, I 


have long wiſhed for, 1 have long ſought an. 


opportunity to intreat your favour, to 
ſolicit your friendſhip—More I dare not 
yet pretend to and I fear” added he, 
with a figh, as he gently preſſed my hand, 

« more will never be allowed me.—Had 


not accident thrown' Mr. Aſtell in your 


way, poſſibly my attentions to pleaſe, to 


win a heart ſo eſtimable as yours, might at 


length, from the natural ſweetneſs bf your 
temper, have excited your pity, at leaſt, 


and made you wiſh it were in your power 


to return my love; and that very with, had 


not a more happy rival interpoſed, might, 


in time, have ripened into ſomething like 
affection: but as things are now, for me, 
unfortunately ſituated, I dare not form 


flattering expectations —Yet could I not 


leave "wa without diſcloſing a ſecret, the 


CON-s 


urs oN of the Hon. 

In HEH or lien Has late been ex- 

teeip Palhflůl to ly Fond Breit. From 
my firſt acquaintance with you, 'T loved you,” 
ardently loved you : but as we were both 
too young to receive che approbation of 

our relations, with regard to our union, 1 
forebor to mention what my heart was 
full of, * becauſe” 85 Prized your peace too 
much to deſire to tay you under any Fe. 
1 1 — at ſo early an age And believe 
me, e, Miſs Muſgrove, Ido not repent of 
h FEA acted iet the greateſt liono ura: 
bet pardon me for ſaying, that I fhouldl 
have been happier if you had not met the 
man in whoſe favour you are prepoſſeſſed, 
ü yon ha d firſt liſtened to ny {catitnents, 
I ae 45 ſincere as they are tender; and 
to which, poſſibly, with a heart atthat time 
| diſengaged, you might have given ſome at- 
tention; ; perhaps you might have pitied 
them. ps thould have been more unhappy, 


honor ift this ſeduücing ſtranger had ap- 
| peared, 


EDWARD EE. 
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treated me wich,” * dow 59116711 2095 Tha: XIII 
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Here he, ſhopped,, expect ing (TTY re 
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28 4 1891 un 131 Tor 8 ON 570d97 01 
IU you believe me. my dear H 7915 
I was. as much embarraſſed about th e de- 
livery, of it as if I had really loved him un him; 
and attribute my embarraſsment entire 95 
the reluctandè I felt wee off 111 
ing princa ved mind, ee wound 

| heart ſo modeſtly. deſerying. Yet! upon 


on, it was certainly more gene: 


rous, t to let him know at once that J CO uld | 


Ef? IJ 100 uld 


nor look, on him in che light wiſhed for by 


him. - 4 I therefore, replied, after ma 1101 mach he- 


- ſitation, and as out of countenance as if I 
had committed a great fault, | that 1 was y 
highly obli SC to him for his good e Y ini. 


on of OK: N for che eltoem wy bes 
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profeſſed for me, but that it was not in my 
power co malte i return lie deſired; con- 

_ Uvding with an f e hear no more 
e » 


HD 


WED looked abaſhed Ft dcjected at my 
eh and only ſaid, I know to whom I 
muſt ſtand indebted for a refufal, which cho 

| delivered in * e en 


lle bega aa derp dy wn ae 
zan 
1 let bin to „ inform 8 
nad paflad,, bin had hardly finiſhed my 
tale when my father came into the cedaæ 
. en een 1 
ee e e eee 
5 — Aſtell in the man- 
ö - ner], was obliged . Hor 
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now, Lucy, what! are you complaining to 
| your mother of young:Selby's: inportunts 
ties?? His father overheard what had paſſed 
between you and bim in the garden, and, 
troubled to ſee his ſon ſo diſappointed, 
cams to ſeek me, and aſked: me if you was 
really engaged:ito Mr. Aſtell. I told him 
that Ifarieiectyo were too good a daughter 


to receive! propoſals of that kind: without 


acquainting me, and aſſured him that I 
kad heard nothing about ſuch an engage · 
ment. It is certain, however, replied 
Mr. Selby, that Mr. Aſtell behaves in a 


very particular manner to Miſs Muſgrovez 


but, if he has no ſerious intentions, will 
you not permit my boy to endeavour! tao 
gain her affections. He is very unhappy 
to ſee the influence his rival has, to all 
outward appearance, in your family: he 
confeſſes, indeed, that his perſon and ac- 


compliſhments juſtly attract your notice, 
and deſerve your eſteem; but ſtill, my 


195 
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god ald friend, if he really means nothing 

Trae a. little faſhionable gallantry, may not 
my Hatry enter tlie liſts ith fim, and try, 


at leaſt; to gain ſo valuable a pt re 0 jour 
| ae certainly „ e 010 100” 


„What coul ſay to ns F kontinued 
my father: Lam well Aft fed f the wor th 
of the Selbys; I have long known them, 
and think the young man has a great num- 
ber of good qualities: Aſtell has, Poſſibly, 
mon ingenious accompliſhments; but if he 
is not a lover Speaks) my dear girl, and 
ſpeak truly what you think, and what you' 
wiſh.u- have your happineſs too much at 
heart to perſuade you to act contrary to 
your inclination; but ee 
you ade A 
00 90: nn wriolih wi 
8 This: kind wary of ip Har- 
| riot; did not leſſen my confuſion. I bluſhi-· 
ed now becauſe Aſtell had not the views | 
he 


he was ſuppoſed to have, and; to C fie 
truth, I felt a ſinking at my heart of Which 
I had never been ſenſible: till chat moment: 


I fat downi in the chair neareſt to ney el 
burſt 1 into tears. gig 1979! 


j 


Do you not pity me now, while you read 
this? „ Indeed I wanted all your compaſſion 
at that inſtant, and my exellent parents | 
freely and. generouſſy gave me all theirs: 
they both came to me, took hold of my 
hands, called me their good girl, their 
beſt love, their dear Lucy, and! aſſured 
me they would do every thing to make 
me happy. I know not when they would 
have ceaſed to comfort me, had not Mr. 
eee 4110136119 1007 

i 919109 Ho 

My diſorder was not to be concealed : 
he ſay it immediately: he flew to me, And 
with his uſual eagerneſs, touched me but 
too ſenſibly. | D&ſl II 916990 won b9 
ML 1 1 My 
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os M y amiable Miſs Muſgrove, cried he, 
ſeizing my hand, are you not well? 
What's the matter? it kills me to ke you 

thus ne.” 1 10 ö | 5 


1 haked Hong (a cond 3 till 
his repeated intreaties to tell him the cauſe 
of my trouble, While he almoſt devoured 
my hand,, made me lift up my eyes: 
then finding we were by ourſelves, I was 
totally diſconcerted, and utterly unable to 
reply to all his interrogations, — His ca- 
reſſes, at laſt, beginning to grow too warm, 
rouſed me, and 1 broke from him, nor 
could bis moſt earneſt ſupplications to 
ſpeak to him prevail, I broke from him, 
and ſhut myſelf up in my chamber, from 


whence 1 am now writing! tb  — | 


Iam bee my father calls for 
me: I will finiſh my letter, if poſſible, be⸗ 
fote the poſt goes out. a 


n 
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uo: wk what, my my as you think my | 


dear father Wanted me? I e what 1 
felt when he preſented Mr. ay to me 
as a man whom I was to receive as a lover 
favoured by him—T can 1 8 deſeribe 


ee 


received 5 Shana ſalute he gave me, 
made all words deen | 


9 Ts SUES, A f 


» af © E 


1 We were th in x conſequence of i = left to- 


af] * 70 


geth er; but h how, my friend, ſhall I paint 


the Xclieacy, the tranſporting tenderneſs. 


with which he addreſſed me, or the filly, 
bluſhing tremor thatfluttered my ſpirits up- 
on the delightful occaſion ? EET 


It was ſame" time before] waked from 4 


5 delirium of happineſs ; : bur when I came to 


enquire into the ſudden change © of affairs, 5 
_ ·= 


#: 1 
: 
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I Was a little damped to ſin be | had a been 


retire to my —— my eee 
ing to the parlour, perceived Mr. Aſtell 
ſeemingly very much diſpirited, and very 
eager ta learn the cauſe of my tears, aſſur- 
ing my father he had not been N 
* me to tell _ .-:. 


+ ap 


— father. cid, that he * great EP | 
to believe they were oc ſioned by a pro- 
oſa ieh had been made to nas Mr. 
Selby, and gd; which 1 I was not inclin | 
| comply. with, 24 fs is ein Fe 


aft Js 1 


ee E Aftel, FR 3 you 
force your daughter, would you compel 
ſuch a dear girl as your Lucy to marry a 
man whom ſhe does not love? Can Mr. 
Muſgrove, che worthy Mr. Muſgrove, act 
ſo inconſiſtently, oy to his excellent 


p . * 


„In the firſt place,” ſaid my father, 


tell me whether. you think the man who 


pretends to feel a paſſion to which his heart 


is a ſtranger, acts like a man of honour : 
to what purpoſe are all the aſſiduities you 
pay my daughter, when you mean nothing 
a Pain Fn pſy iſidui 


chend of a parent 1ntet 
child's felicity; and as your ſedueing beda- 
viour may not only n N vn _ 
vent any other worthy-man 

Vor. I. D 
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an 1 which might, poſſibly, produce 
jeſt effects, I muſt deſire you v will 


0 cha J 7% HI 2 
not call me e inhoſpitable or ill bred 111 wiſh 
L33 4˙ 
you to quit my houſe, as you, at preſent, 
Y 4 281 


want no Roe alliftance i in my power to 
afford“ | OL £441 iin 


* Pert 1 
a} $31 Jo TSA BL $5 #234 


kak III! 10 


Aſtell, ſurptized 3 + ui was- 
how quite confounded : he coloured, he 
turned pale, and ſeemed at firſt at a loſs 
in what ſenſe he ought to take my. father B 
ſj Det ch; but after having g pauſed 1 for ſome 
moments, 'he "appeared to recover himſelf, , 
| declared the ſincereſt paſſio jon for me, which 
had been, he ſaid, hourly increaſing, and 
begged, in the moſt ſubmiſſive manner, to 
beadmitted to pay! his addreſſes to me, and 
| 70 endeavour to > merit t my eſteem, 


£4 3.364 


OT ODA IR 
girl, could not hide the pleaſure which the 
* of gratifying her inclination gave 

him, 
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him, yet made ſome few objedtions : : the 
principal of which Was, the uncertainty of 


lord Aſhburton” 8 conſent to ſuch an alli 


ance, faying, that tho neither my family 
nor fortune was mean, his lordſhip might, 
probably, expect a more advaniazeous 
match for an only ſon. 


Aſtell, upon this, aſſured him that his 
father would- never controul his inclina- 

tions; and ſill leſs be inclined to controut 
| them when he knew the charming object 
on which they were fixed, As a proof of 
that aſſertion, he produced a le tter from 
his lordſhip, received a few days before, 

wherein he wiſhed him to pitch upon ſome. 
amiable woman, and added, that provided 


ſhe was a gentlewoman, and had been Pro- 


perly educated, he would not have him 


mind fortune or high- birth, as neither of 


them was abſoluely ene to N : 


Happineſs. 


„ This 


* 


* — : — e 
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Lam not ſatisfied with myſelf; had not my 
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EThis Jetter, nf which, my father did not 
doubt che authenticity, joined to Aſtell's 
Preſſing importunities to he conducted to 


| ons; Wks he might Know his fate, and to his 


ed intreating my father to prevail 
on me to give him a favourable reception, 
brought them 8 to me in the way 
. ee { 'nsrm boog 1890] *notr 


ail te 4150 t 7, 341 label 11 Hom 9015 151 


For the account If" dle Ae 
ey father ahQfA RH; =pricediin 
that introduction to fe, I Hi 8bHged do 
my mother, who, tho' greatly prepoſſeſſed, 
:ias well as her daughter, urbthalf-6fi this 
binſinnating man, is yet, alfo;! af: myvopi- 


b niong that tiuings have rather been hurried, 


and that very little delicacy has been uHE·.it̃ 


pan occaſion here a vſt deal was le- 


| d. Tbere are, indeed few men ſo 
k is Mr. Aftett—I-can only apo- 
 logizefor-my father by ſaying ſo but yet 


dear 
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dear father ſeen my attachment 0, A tell, 
would he, charmed às he ic with Rind 


hare gone ſo far, do you efink A And 
notwithſtanding Aſtella more ſtriking ant 


brilliant exterior qualities, would he not 
have endeavoured to perſuade me to liſten 
| to Selby, of whom he has alſo a high opi- 
nion? Pear good man he has done all 


that the moſt Ap ade the beſt of 7 — 


pro Heaven, the event. a 


t ſanguin. ngen „uni 260 
| »5ft Ric M131 i 9712 0115 70 padtoa 11 


N The Sdbps in conſequence f his 


new turn, have left us. My father and 
Mr. Aſtell have botlr written to lord 
Aſhburton; and his ſon, more enchant- 
ing, if poſſible, than ever, leaves me 
ſcarce a moment. I am pleaſed—and 
yet I am alarmed—I don't know what 


I would ſay. Do but let me ſee you, 


do but come only for a few days— 


yy you 


n FRE W 10 pocelſry you are to 


eee me Jes 8 
nl52 NASH = | Your xr Ley. 
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LETTER vill. 


The Hon. Edward aden to lord 1 ; 


S Blow 3 18 ed and * am 7 
fairly, caught, by all that's lovely. 8 


Yet how could it be ayoided? Or, indeed; 


how could I quit a creature ſo perfectly 


irreſiſtible? I mu. marry ſome time or 


other, as J ſaid before why not now? 


eſpecially as the lovelieſt woman in the 


univerſe _—_— to 8 no. 8 of aver 


PR 2 : + F iy ; i ans. © 2 * * 


- * * , * 
4 K . 4 1 y 7 18 — 
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1 ae been a 1 by e 
the ell no matter—I ſhall be amply 


J. 


. & 4 «© 4 > ; - 
e re- 
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rewarded ay, faith! I at as as "happy, | 


between, you and I, as I deſervè to be 
already, that is don't miſtake me, Selwyn, 
nor imagine any thing in the ſmalleſt 
degree derogatory to the virtue, not even 
affronting to the modeſty of this divine 
girl, who is delicacy itſelf -an abſolute 
angel: yet 1 am ſure ſhe loves me; aye, 
and een ee e 
I was not out in in my periiration wi 
reg to Selby: he was à downriglit de- 
clared lover Heavens! ho could ebeld 
and not adore and a deviliſſ clever fel- 
low into the bargain; only too baſftfüt: 
what a miſerable impediment is 4 mauyaiſe® 
Bonte in a fine young fellow who-wiſhes to! : 
be well with the women: but a modeſty. 
| has been of infinite ſervice to me; for 1 
actually found the poor dear girl in tears, 
becauſe Selby had made overtures, and 
becauſe I had not. What a; delightful, 
D 4 | inno- 


er, 


I TY — 1 oy e — n en 2 — — * 1 a 1 
reer wv Sx oe _—_ ORG e 2822 n 8 
err — w 4 


2 4 42.09 4 be — 
— — rt Das ons ber rr 28 
PO i © 


1 


366 HISTORY ef the Hon. 
innqccbat creature Soc ler father, U 
fam how chings were gaingz i gave me to 
undlerſtand chat he expected me to he more 
explicit; land. in ſhort, I-was:obliged to 
*rake=—arr-hlo--hour--a>ble tender f my 


ll. beart and perſone and, faith they were 
1 accepted dr bs zaur! Never did I. ſee 
| people more ſatisfied with tteir intended 
| future. As to the dear angel. herſelf, 
when I was permitted to apᷣproach her 
upon that oocaſiong wat a delicious con- 
fuſion ſhe wWas in! what an, animating 
glo was ſpread over her lovely face! 
what à tremor took poſſeſſiun of her 
Whole cRarning perſon! The nfelting lan- 
guor of her ſweet do wncaſt eyes, che tender 
ſiglis which iſſued; from her lovely boſom, 
the entire reſignation” of her ſoft, white 
band to nie, gave me tranſports unknown 
* to me before; and thoſe tranſports ſeemed 
f ' be communicated to the bewitching 
cauſe of them, I doat on her to a degree 
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every featu re- am now. quite fixe 
for life give me joy Harry: :1:»hope 
1 ſhall make a tolerable huſband— 
yet let me periſh, if I don't miſtruſt 


7 ener asi n net ies ready | 


eben AIV. ck | 


JS Tor 1694 © offs 


Come, Selwyn, PEI not dis ies 


be an infernal fellow indeed, who can be 
FO blind to- fo much beauty, and inſenſible 
de ſo much merit. There don't you think 


Dn paragraph: will make a ſtuning 1 fi- 5 


gure in the news- papers when, I am 
fettered? What a word! it damps my 
ſpirits alittle; however, I ſhall not be to- 
dally domeſticated neither IL ſhall be as 
en as elegant in my appearance, my 

1 5 | perſon 


of me? If you was but to ſee, but to hear 
this alluring girl, you would be thoroughly 
certain of my converſion. A man muſt 5 


— — . ——— — PP 
Nr R n 
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perfon will not be leſs eue when the 
inchffotuble knor'is ti d, and my humour 
a8 thjoute as "ever... The women have no 
ſort of diſlike to a married man: they do 
not fly from him as if he had been bit by 
1 mad dog: "ſome dear indulgent kind 
creatures, 7 deign ta cal an eye of com- 
paſſion when my wife---(what a monoſyl- 
lable, Harry) is in the ſtraw, or out of 
ſpirits, qr out of temper. Out of temper, 


I. chink- Lucy can neuer he. At thi 

Ea ſhe ſtands, now before me, bl 
| ten. thouſand ſweets; and, waiting, till 1 
| 1 finiſhed this, to ſpeak. ⁊o me, like a 


| Autifulgir 1 Right, Lucy -- good daughters 
| and good. girls make good wiyes.— The 


eil take me for writing ſo much upon a 
| ſubject that I have no ſort of ſtomach to— 
but Iwill throw aſide my letter, and ſnatch 


a 3 kits. So 0 fare Harry... 


'S 


„ 


d E. A. 


P. 8. 


5 SI forgars to, pe We lard Ah | 


5 — roves of Lucy, meerly from my 
: ag her, 10 0 . va ma ke. 2 hand- 


ſome ſere] eme . ak 
Jor n III ent. 1601 £ GJ 55165 10 110} 


fc road ben fark to md treit Hf 0 
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L how forry Ter eb. ag to 

fie 5b carte your repeated requeſt, 

to come down to Woodcot, and. juſt at 


” 4 1 
1 7 
q = 


a time too When I wiſh to inform | 


1. 


FF 


perſonally of the real merit of the man 0 


who has made ſo deep an impreffion upon 

the gentle heart of my feet friend: but 

my aunt Melliſh is not well, and I canhot 
leave my neareſt, deareſt friend, and ſo 
amiable a woman too, ſo circumſtanced; 
. I want extremely to fee you, Sure, my 
_ "IEG N 


es 


* 
— — | — — CP —— —— — — — «* 22 * 
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Lucy, you and yours, have been rather: 
precpitate in an affair of ſuch great im- 

portance in a woman's fe. This very 
charming man may, L hope, turn out to be 
every thing you wiſh. andi deſire; but I 
know not any more than you what I Would 
fay: J only knoyy that. I love. you, and if 

you ſhould not be as happy as you deſerve. rs 
to be, E n why man 


— * Ai. 


en et 5 ci tbaddg I can't write 

with my ufualivacity- I amuneaſy about 

my aunt's health: you. know I have no- 
againſt my inelination. She obliged me a 

few nights ago to accompany Mrs: Brude- 8 
nell to the xidotto: - there I was honoured 

with the notice of lord Selwyn, who da ancecdt 

{ with me, and we fell, ſome how, into ſuch” 

a familiar chat that he deans himſelf to 
NM. — LS 


, = 
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Hie came the nett day tö KHW Jr's 
"did after the Fatibue'of the chemie he Þ 
not à ddmi- god like Your Aſtell, ut, 2 
ſenſible, ; agreeable creatiite etlough, 1 . 
ever, what's'all this't6 you, child ?—Fcan- 
not write today IT Have 10 ideas: bildes 
wy fetch me down to company. 


12 LOVE hepa _ af] JO i "Is. oil | YOY- 


5 dg. gut 11 20 is 11 4 30. OJ 
01 © [ In continuation.] 


93 Lond Selwyn has been here again. My 
aunt don't diſſike him —ſhie would, indestt, 
be very nice if ſhe did: but What hive we 
to do with lords? Still leſs, much lefs that 
my dear Lucy whoſe birth-arid Forte” 
will de honour to any man, tho fir infee! 
Hor, to her lovely perſon and her Toveer' 
mind: her humble Harriot, having notfing 


to boaſt of, ien irt D 


Isch 18. 18 Hirnen £ 


Lond "Ee is not ſuch a fine gay fel. 
Tow as you have drawn Aſtell: he is, tho' 


, young, 
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young, ſerious, and, as I ſaid before, ſen- 
ſible, yer | ly, amiable. en 


D 790 V0 een ot G tt len! 
What does he. do here? ; -Why ] be! pays 
his court ſo ſucceſsfully to my, aunt, that 


his behaviour has put t the W fancies 
into np ber bete to/.b ms mod) in won tur 


*. 7 
* = ** 2 
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When 1 ook — and review "the 
wretched ſtuff I have wrote, I really do 


think my letter worth the : poſtage— _ 
Lord Selwyn, however, | has g givenr me ſome 


2110 


franks. Lou will call. me a ſtrange wild 


119 


creature to mention His name fo of Hen; J Lig 


will ſuppoſe too that he keeps me in toy 
poſitively you are miſtaken: „ My. qunt's} 3 in- 


38 £52 


+ diſpoſition alone detains me near her. You 
are not to be told how ſincere my affection 


18 for this valuable woman, who, unlike the 
majority of parents and relations, won 
my whole foul at a very early age, by 


treating me rather asa dear friend, or a be- 


"loved 


E DW ARD AS TELL. 63 
loved ſiſter, than a niece, as an equal in 
every thing; and by ſo doing, very ſoon 
taught me to form myſelf by her exem- 
plary conduct, the copying of which 
would contribute ſo much to my happi- 
neſs, as well as redound to my hondun: 
but how far ſhort am I of my excellent, 
original, who is all conſideration, mildneſs, 
indulgence, and parental affection. She 
has never forgot that ſhe was once young 
herſelf, that we are liable, from want of 
thought a and want of experience, to num- 
berleſs errors, and to a thouſand failings, 
which that very thoughtleſsneſs naturally 
inclines us to palliate; rendering us eager 
te accuſe our follies, and too warmly to 

, reſent the reproof of them. But this dear, 

_ worthy woman, always reproved me with 
ſo much mildneſs, always when there was f 
a neceſlity for it, and treated me with ſo ö 
much lenity and tenderneſs, that, in ſpite 
of che natural impetuoſity of my temper, 

5 ; I have 
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1 have been induced to conduct myſelf with 
Nn Ou 57 a ar Ifhould otherwik 
have done. From what dangers may ſhe 
not have ſaved. me by, her. prudent correc- 
tions? Into what indiſcretions might I have 
fullen had I been uncorrected by her, had 
1 not been ſo early, ſo . 
ned; of the imprudence of yieldi 
che n youthful minds 
Leoſten intoxicated with adulation, or giddy 
derem an exceſſtoe deſire to obtain praiſes, 
elt are orfly, perhaps; thrown odt to try 
| --tþh&Rrength; and to diſcover the: weakneſs 
:"6f16ar- intellects ? But to what purpoſe 
Jæte cheſe reflections q I began with talking 
Jahbut my dear auf, and T will end with 
Slide pe all'imaginable happineſs, in- 
of dealing yon to o continue to write every 5 
Beelllar relating yourſelf" 
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3 e de e e 
He Selwyn to the Hon. Ed ward Aſtel 


2 ND 0 as Wl fork you are, 3 
4. ſoberly and ſeriouſly, going to be 
married. Didn't tell you, Aſtell, that all 
your flirting with the women would come | 
àt laſt to - matrimony? But, remember 
how much you have laughed at my ſtupid 
plan of domeſtic felicity; and conſider, 
only: conſider, what a pretty figure you 
will make if you ſnould happen to be 


taken in, and how finely I Gall have my 


revenge, without ſo much as even wiſhing 
for it. However, I am only in jeſt; for 
J indeed, my friend, you have made ſo excel- 
lent a choice, that if you are miſerable in 
the 3 n muſt be ſo thro? 


your 


53 * 


miſtreſs. 
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your own fault. The woman is, really, as 
you have ſaid, a perfect angel. You ſtart, 


poſſibly, at. this dec] aration, and wonder 
how I came fo well acquainted with your 


7 h 


4 mt accidentally met with a Miſs 
"Wynne, an intimate of Miſs Muſgrove's, 7 
who has given me ſuch a character of her 
friend, that, if it is not a little too highly i 
coloured (and T make great allowances for 
the fertility of a lady's imagination, and 

the exuberance of her language) ſhe muſt 
be an inimitable pattern for a wife, and 
the only creature of her ſex now Long, 3 


x perhaps; capable of weaning you from'the 
few'foibles which throw too ſtrong a ſhade 
over your virtues; for virtues you certainly 
have, Aſtell, tho* your paſſion for flirting 
too frequently obſcures them: however, as 


your humanity and generofity have ever 


ſhone out with confiderable luſtre, they 


will, 


EDWARD AST ELI. 6 


will, I doubt not, ſome time or other am- 
ply atone for all your failings. Who, my 
friend, is without foibles? Not I, for one: 
and poſſibly I. may be very cenſurable for 
viewing the faults of others with too ſevere 
an eye — Well, I acknowledge the rigour of 
my proceedings; but as I firmly believe that 
every thing in this world is ordered for the 
beſt, that we often drive happineſs from us, 
When we might be in poſſeſſion of it, and 
that we may draw inſtruction from inci- 
dents apparently the moſt trifling and ab- 
ſurd, let me, in excuſe for the freedom 
with which I. haye attacked you, prevail 
on you to convert my ſharp inveCtiyes 1 into 
falutary leſſons, by adopting a new mode 
of life, by ceaſing to coquet with the wo- 
men, and by making the moſt indulgent huſ- 
band to the very deſerving girl to whom 
you are going to be are pen GO! 


This puts me W Olivia. Pray 
what have you done with her? What opi- 
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Ute Ae you adminiſteredl to kill her con- 
ſelenee affeep? Or Ras ſhe Hatidſomily re- 
figned>you'to her val? Bur 4e you can. 
not anſwer me en to my o owns 


Diem = NA Som 2100 L 


Tk Harriot Wynnei is a pretty, ſenſible, 
lively creature, and did not the laſt epi- 
thet more properly belong to Her than to 
any other, might, poſſibly, occaſion no 
mall tumult i in my breaſt: but I never 
loved, vou, 10, a deſigning woman, and 
ſhe is of ſo very volatile a nature that I ſhall 
be afraid to venture. Yet the little 
has an unaccountable ze ne ſcai quoi Abqut 
her, that if 1 am not careful of my heart, 
the may rob: me: of it before I am aware. 
1 am, perhaps, too ſuſpicious; but I can- 
not help harbouring ſome. doubts.that my 
title and fortune may be the only charms. 
I am ſure, at leaſt, that I can boaſt of no 
other attractions, and, therefore, muſt ſup- 

poſe 
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poſe that theſe appendages to my perſon are 
the only inducements to a woman,who has 


but a ſmall fortune to er lee into 170 Po. 
er, if ſhe can. 


WI E JON 


Yours, moſt a Is 
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LETTER XI. {teri 
. Mi Mauſgrove to Miſs Wynne.” carr 


kr fo 510 219M 
To dntotky, my Get Hits: = is 
14 it for me that you cannot comply | 

with my wiſhes: yer Why, preſuripruvits 
creature, as I nowfeelmiyſctf;) ought Ito el. 
pect bvery deſire of tuy heart to Befratificl 
'whenThaveſo much reaſ6tit6betconten tecl? 
And yet; believe the; thy dear, 10 cannot 
be perfectly fo While IT know y you and yours 
are neither well nor Happy: 1 5 my Har- 


riot, 


—— Os > 


PT 


———— — — — 
* 
1 


diſtinguiſhed by the gif 
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'riot, that this lord Selwyn has made an im- 
preſſion upon your heart, which will not 
be eaſily effaced : but if you have made 


8 the ſame impreſſion upon his, and I have | 


no doubts concerning your conqueſt, . 
ſhall look upon your prepoſſeſſi on for him 
as a moſt fortunate event, May) you be: as 
happy with lord Selwyn as I hope to be 
with Mr. Aſtell, whoſe tenderneſs for me | 


- ſeems to Increaſe _. 


Lord Aſhburton bay been Lin us theſe | 
laſt ten days; he is agreeable, polite, and 


gives me room to believe that he ĩs perfectly | 


ſatisfied with his ſon's choice. He has made 


S 


me ſeveral very elegant preſents, and has 


agreed to ſettlements beyond my expecta- 
tions, far beyond my deſerts. I am not 


ambitious, Harriot, nor did Tever ſigh af- 


ter riches : a decent ſufficiency, with ſome- 
thing over to diſtri ws among thoſe leſs 

of fortune, tho 
4 | | more 
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more worthy of them than, myſelf, is the 
utmoſt extent of my wiſhes in regard to a 
ſeparate eſtabliſhment from my father and 
| mother, to which I ſhould have been with 
the greateſt difficulty brought to conſent 
upon any terms, had not Mr. Aſtell been a 
man uncommonly amiable, a man indeed fo 
every way deſirable, that if I thought at all 
of the marriage tate (a ſtate moſt earneſtly 
recommended to me both by my father and 


mother) I muſt not expect to meet with 
ſuch an offer again. They have af⸗ 


fectionately urged the ſatisfaction they 
ſhould feel at leaving me to the care of 
x worthy | agreeable man who really 
loved me, and though their well-meant 
motives drew tears from my eyes, and ſighs 
from my | heart, at. the bare idea of a ſepa- 
ration from them Heaven grant it may 
be far diſtant yet as they are deſirous to 
have me ſettled, I am happy to be under 
their direction with regard to my choice. — 1 

will 


rr D 
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will not deny neither, my Harriot, my eſteem 


for Mr. Aſtell—Nay, I will confeſs that I 
love him ; he well deſerves ſuch a confeſ- 
ſion from me: but though in his perſon, 
and with his accompliſhments, he is ſuperior 


to any man who has fallen in my way, be- 


heve me, my dear friend, I was not allured 
by them alone: his ſtrong ſenſibility, the 


ſympathetic pity which he conſtantly diſ- 


covered for the ſorrows of others, and which 


prompted him ſo generouſly to relieve 


farmer Smallcrop and his family, preju- 


diced me chiefly in his.favour. That ſingle 


humane action, Harriot, more than all his 
ſhining qualities, raiſes him in my eſteem. 
There is one fault, however, in Mr. Aſtell, 
which I want to cure him of: he is too 
warm, too eager, too violent, in his careſſes: 
in vain does he tell me that nothing but a 
falſe modeſty prevents my diſcovering how 
much ] am pleaſed with his endearments.— 
I am offended: at ſuch aſſertions They 

ceeither 


Ls 
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metich ney bad one Gant. ap 4 
fhould ee ba reale eee 1 
the failings of a woman. Mildneſs has made 
mare conyerts than acrimony: but if he 
had not been accuſtored to take unwar- l 
rantable liberties, he wouldnot, I think, at 1 | 
tempt them. Certainly, Harriot, theman | 
who: would be happy in marriage Oughilt 
not to attack the virtue of the woman in- l 
_ tended for his wife. Miſtake me not, I do 
not mean, that Mr. Aſtell has gone any 
ſuch lengths withme: but there i is a ſome- 
thing! in his manner which diſcovers leſs de- 
licacy than I could wiſh to fee in him. 1 | 
have hitherto. believed that a man would | | 
not approach, too near, if the woman be- il 
| haved properly, and yet Lam ſure Igiveno 
indiſcreet encouragement.—He certainly 
wants none. 1 
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Iwiſh again and again that you were 
here, neither my father nor my mother can 
be always with me: they alſo love to piſs 
their time in their own retired way; I am 
*therefore left oftener alone with Mr. Aſtell 
than 1 think is neceſſary: : T have gently 
hinted my thoughts to my mother, but Ihe - 
does not ſeem to imagine that 1 have any 
viher Wade bp Welte Wer dihripdtiy chan 
what ariſes from the natural modeſty of a 
young girl who has hitherto never received 
any addreſſes of this kind before. Were 
you here, my Harriot, we ſhould be inſepa- 
rable, and the continual preſence of a third 
perſon would either divert his attention, 
or awe him into diſcretion. We have had 
one quarrel already: let him beware of the 
ſecond. The man who loves me as he 
e _ will alſo Seen 


Come to me, my Ga if poſſible, — 
but 1 perceive you are every way engaged, 
and, therefore, I deſpair of ſeeing you. 
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| LETTER. XII. 
The Hon. Edward A to Lord r 


Aſhbufton Lodge, 


" AM a horſe and foot : ne- 

ver was there ſuch a curſed affair— 
What a delicious little prude ſhe is! and 
yet ſhe is ſo dear to my heart, ſo abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to my peace, that I muſt have 
her or die Oh! there is no exiſting with- 
out her - yet only think how confounded 


filly—but, poor girl! the knows nothing 


of life, has ſeen nothing of the world - no- 
thing at all For a woman to fall out with 
a man juſt on the point of marrying her, 
for only raviſhing a few liberties - Ridicu- 
lous—and with a fellow to whom three 
tourths of the ſex are ready to pull caps 


een e 
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for—Fooliſh devil But you can have no 

conception of the behaviour of the girl 
I'll tell you, then; provoked as I am be- 
yond all bearing with her, yet I doat on 
her to madneſs at this moment, and even 
doat on her for the very conduct which 
has put me in ſuch a rage. But to the 


point. 


We had, from my firſt arrival, been left 
frequently by ourſelves, and undoubtedly, 
when I was upon the footing of a de- 
clared lover, an accepted lover by her fa- 
ther and all her family, there was no re- 
ſtraint laid upon me: no; diſtruſt, no ſuſ⸗ 
picions on their part—Good people] they 
knew how to make allowance for my ſitu- 
ation perpetually near ſo fine a girl, cer- 
tainly entitled from that very ſituation 
to eng ſome few advantages, without hay- 
ing ſuch a deviliſh + rout made about 
. My emotions ran away with 
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We were, then, I ſay, often alone, 
and I muſt have been as abſolutely ſtupid. 
and inſenſible as I am otherwiſe, had I not 
taken every opportunity which thoſe ?2tes- 
altes allowed me —Beſides, who could be- 
hold ſuch an inviting creature, and hear 
her declare that ſhe preferred me to every 
man, and not ee the dear 
preference by the warmeſt, the tendereſt 
careſſes And yet my patience is almoſt 
exhauſted would you were here, Harry, 
for I ſhall be ſuch a confounded while in 
telling my tale, that you will wiſh me 
fairly at—— Well! we were ſauntering 
down. a green ſhady walk together in the 
garden at a diſtance from the houſe; one of 
my arms encircled her charming waiſt; 
my other hand held hers. The evening 
itſelf was enough to / tempt one to miſ- 
chief, if what all creatures are prompted . 
by natute to, can be called ſo: not a 
breeze ſtirred, the thouſand dangling leaves 
5 which 
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which FRY a canopy over our "HOY ds, 
and the feathered ſongſters were calling 
eee e cr och 85 


1 


Ina geld aol the new-mown hay; 
added to. the numerous ſweet-ſmelling. 
ſhrubs, ſcattered the richeſt fragrance : the 
weſtern ſky was beautifully : tinged with 
the rays of the departing fun. Every thing 
was calm but my heart, which throbbed a- 
thouſand alarms to love But to what pur- 
poſe do T deſcribe the evening, when the 
lovely object by my, fide demands tlie 
warmeſt deſcriptive powers? Nothingcoukt 
equal the elegance of her appearance. She 
was dreſt in a muſlin gown, which flowed 
negligently over a pale pink petticoat.: a 
black-laced handkerchief only ſerved to 
Thew the whiteneſs of her neck to greater 
advantage, a neck and boſom which ſet 
my whole ſoul a madding, a little light 
des with amarenthine ribbons ſhaded her. 
10 wy 


6 
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lovely face, which, frammy frequent near 
approaches, was rather cocked on one fide; 


and gave a pretty. coquet air to the moſt 
innocent and beautiful countenance in the 
world. She had ſtuck ſome myrtles and 


roſes in her ſtomacher: the latter of which 
were far out- bluſhed by her glowing 


cheeks, while her bright, waving locks, 
careleſsly played upon her ſnowy fore - 


head, and her love-darting eyes ſhot forth 


ſuch beams of tenderneſs; that l became ab- 


ſolutely enchanted, perfectly intoxicated, 


and In ſhort, Selwyn, I believe I might 


ſome —rather unwarrantable liberties — 


Yet circumſtanced as I was, one would 
have imagined they might have been over- 


looked. However, when I found 'thay - 


ſhe was ehen to be warmed by my ens 
dearments to a ſenſibility lively as my own, 
nor lulled into a ſeeming diſregard of What 


nn was ſo provoked chat 1 


E 4 actually 


be wrong: but I could not help taking 


- 
15 
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actually threw her. on the graſs, and I po- 
ſitively believe I ſhould have proceeded to 
the laſt extremity, had ſhe not been much 


ſtronger than I could have imagined her 


to be from the great delicacy of her form 
—By the way, what deviliſh hypocrites 
theſe women are! When they have a mind 
to be raviſned how defenceleſs they appear, 
and are as quiet as lambs; while, on the 


contrary, my lovely, virtuous girl ſprung 


from the ground with an elaſticity which: 
actually aſtoniſned me— But how ſhall I de-: 


ſcribe the look, and repeat the language 
with which ſhe reproved me while her eyes 
: flaſhed the keeneſt reſentment !— She ſtruck. 


me in ſuch a manner by the grandeur of her 
ſentiments, that E was rendered totally, inca- 


pable P PNG: PE 155 


60 Tis ok Sir, of Laid. the 3 voice 


which while it tremble with anger, pierced. 


my heart with its paternal; melody, tis 
* | well, 
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gell, Mr. Aſtell, that you have diſcovered 


your diſpoſition while it is in my power to 
diſengage myſelf for ever from a man ſo 


loſt to honour, ſo entirely loſt to the re- 


ſpect he owes himſelf in the perſon of her 
whom he has choſen for his wife, as to 
dare to attempt liberties which muſt for 
ever deſtroy the good opinion ſhe had once 


| formed of him, and which ſhe had fatter- 


ed herſelf (Gghing) would never have 
been leſſen 


'C 
«fy 


That fob, Harry, that ſeeming relu&- 


ance to give me up, fed me with hopes 
that this was a decent parade of virtue 


which ſhe conceived quite neceſſary, and 
that ſhe would be in a very, little time juſt 


like all the girls whom I have attacked in 


the ſame ſtyle of gallantry. But, faith! I 
was moſt confoundedly miſtaken — She is 
a heroine every inch of her: for when I put 


on my ſoft, ſoothing, penitential face, fell 


lf at 
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"art her ft, and whined out my deep o con- 
: "laying all the biens on the force of Fer 

charms, and the violence of mypaſſion, and 
ſo forth, do you imagine that ſhe was in 
the leaſt moved ? Not a jot, by all that's 

lovely — With all the dignity of a tragedy- 
princeſs ſhe turned upon her heel, walked 

off majeſtically flouriſhing her white hand- 
kerchief, (poor dear girl! ſhe was ſorry 
to part with me after all) and vowed ſhe 
would never ſee me more. In vain I fol- 

| lowed, prayed, flattered, and hed like a 
thouſand devils, for I ſwore, Harry, aye 
moſt bitterly too, that I was actually glad 

I had not ſucceeded. As my attempt had 
been only to try her virtue, I told her 1 

was now convinced it was abſolutely im- 

pregnable, and that my reſpect, eſteem, 
paſſion, and all that, increaſed every mo- 
ment. But ſhe replied only, that the man | 


who had dared to fuſ ſulpect her was even 
ä beneath 


. 
1 
1 
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beneath her contempt, and bridled. away 
from me till, 7 was almoſt out of breath, 
and foe out of hearing: - belides,” I Was 
really ſo fluſtered and ſo enraged, that I was 
not in a frame of mind deven to endeavour to 
lure her back again. Who could have ima- 
gined that a girl of ſo apparently mild and 
gentle a 2 diſpoſition, ſhould be fuch a vira- 
go!—lT had flattered myſelf, I had faith! 
Harry, coxcomb as I was, that I had 
charms for all hearts; having never known 
one of the ſex eſcape me before. 

As ſaon as I got to the houſe I flew to 
the glaſs to ſee if my perſon had under- 
gone any change of which I was ignorant : 
but let me periſh if I did not find my teeth 

as white, my complexion as delicate, my 
eyes as brilliant as ever: my hair, tis true, 
was a little diſordered by: the fingers of 
my charming fury; however, as that de- 
e WAS s quite of ! 8 0 own ace 
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ſhe could not well be diſguſted at it. I 


Was alſo ſlightly. wounded on my hand by 


her nails in the ſcuffle, but I really 
thought the ſkin looked rather more white 
from the contraſted red One would 
certainly be inclined to believe that nature 


| furniſhes thoſe outrageouſly virtuous wo- 


men with a power of contracting or ex- 


Ire their claws upon occaſion, as por- 
cupines their quills, for I ſwear I never 


touched a ſofter finer hand than Lucy's, 
and her fingers always appeared to me as 


neatly. pared as if they were kept in order 


by an artiſt: yet I dare bet a conſiderable 


ſum that the dear creature employs no 
operator for the beautifying either of her 
hands or feet. Well — when I had ad- 
Juſted my dreſs, and made Brown r'accome- 
der my hair, I ventured into the parlour, 

to face my injured charmer : but I found 
7 only the good old man with marks of real 
concern in his countenance; and he: read 


: 4 a 
; _ me 
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me ſo long, but 1 \enſiſey! ſo ſenſible a 
lecture, upon my indiſeretion, that I certain- 
ly ſhould have become extremely ſorry 
myſelf, for this attack upon his dear child, 
as he called her, with his eyes filled with 
tears, had he not concluded his ſermon by 
deſiring me to leave his houſe immediately, 
and in a manner which, though polite 
enough, was at the ſame time ſufficiently 
Peremptory to let me know that I mult not 
| pe for- 155 favour. | 


1 | enacting; however, to extenuate 
my folly by the very excuſes which I had 
made to Lucy; but he ſtopped me 
No, Sir—your behaviour hasexcluded all 
apologies for it : not a ſingle one can be 
admiſſible : you have not only affronted 

me in the groſſeſt manner imaginable, but 
vou have alſo, by violating the laws of hoſ- 

pitality, diſcovered a diſpoſition ſo every 
way fo totally corrupt, that I can never 

2 7 look 
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look upon you again in a reſpectable light. 
Thave only to thank Heaven, as my child 
is ſate, which I do with the utmoſt fervour 
and ſincerity, from preſerving me from be- 
ing allied to a perſon ſo entirely void of 
'thoſe ſentiments which can alone render 
man an honour to his ſpecies.” 


After ſuch a ſpirited ſpeech, Selwyn, 
there was no ſtaying a moment in his houſe, 
you know I made him, therefore, a cool 
bourange' for my carriage to be got ready 
immediately, and arrived at this place with- 
out ſtopping, from whence I write — and 
now don't you think that I have had a 
lucky eſcape—from matrimony I mean? 
1 tremble, L proteſt, to conſider how near- 
ly L was being fettered for life; and yet 
muy heart is perfectly at eaſe. I love this 
dear girl after all, and the noble reſiſtance 
Aſhe has made has only rendered her ten 
thouſand times dearer to me. There is an 
e | inex- 
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inexpreſſible, unaccountable ſort of aſome- 
thing in virtue which is ſuperior to any 


other charm about the ſex: but did that 


truth operate powerfully on all women, 
what the devil would become of us fel- 
lows who are born with a rooted averſion 
to marriage! However, as heartily as 
I abhor the odious tie, in my overtures to 
Miſs Muſgrove I was really ſerious, and 
would ſtill moſt willingly marry her to- 


© morrow if ſhe would have me Something 


aſſures me that I can never be completely 

happy without her. Had I conquered, 
perhaps I ſhould have ere now told another 

tale but, in ſhort, I am half diſtracted. 1 
hate myſelf: and yet I am not ſo ſorry for my 
coup deſſai, as wild at my diſappointment. 
1 275 E. A. 


Py oa, This moment l have received a 
letter from Olivia; now to e one * 


by another. 
2 E T- 
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| LETTER” XIII. 
Miß b dipot to Mil: 8 rue. 


O W N how ite n I wiſh- 

ed to ſee you, my dear friend l and 
yet juſt now:ſomething has happened too 
graſs to be related even to my Harriot, the 
deareſt friend of my boſom. Let it be 
ſufficient, to ſay that Mr. Aſtell has be- 
haved in a manner which ebliged my father 
to deſire him to leave Woodcot immedi- 
ately and when you hear me pour out my 


grateful thanks to the almighty preſerver 


of the innocents, you will not be at a loſs 
to gueſs the cauſe of his diſmiſſion for ever 
from our family. L have, indeed, the great- 
eſt reaſon to acknowledge the interpoſition 
: * Heaven for my deliverance, as T have eſ- 
caped 
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caped from two calamities, from violation 


by the perſon of whom J had the higheſt, 


opinion, and from marriage with a man 


of ſuch diſſolute principles: tho I much 
queſtion whether he ever had any ſeri- 
ous thoughts ors being enn oonnect- 
ed with me.— | 
1 1 SE 
Brom 10 eee event, therefhre) 
in our family, be upon your guard, my 
Harriot, againſt all men, and particular- 
ly againſt lord Selwyn, in whoſe favour 1 
ſee plainly you are fo very much prepoſſeſ. 
ſed: but remember, Harriot, he is a many 
and conſequently Born to deceive. He is 
alſo one of Aſtell's intimates: not the 
better for being ſo, give me leave to 


Two or three days before he left Wood- 
cot, Aſtell received a letter from this lord 


Selwyn, wherein he told me, he mentioned 
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a Miſs Wynne, who Led ſpoken very high- 


ly of me. Shall I alſo tell you; my dear, 


he added, that lord Selwyn was not indifle- 


rent to the charms of my friend; but 


that he had ſome ſuſpicions of her being a 


deſigning girl, and of having an intention 


to draw him in for his title and fortune. I 
aſſured him you was above all ſuch de- 


teſtable meanneſs, and would, I was cer- 


tain, never conſent to marry a man whom 


you did not really love. You ſee there- 


fore, my: Harriot, that men are but too 
muct: alike: fly, therefore, before it is too 
to your | 
me Faithful and affectionate 
L. PAs 


P. 8. Einbe Mrs. Melliſh is better. 


My father and mother add their intreaties 


to mine that ſhe will accompany you to 
ö Wood- 


HISTORY of the Hon. 9 
conſiderable ſervice to her. This truly 
ſincere invitation ſnould not have been left 
to a poſtſcript, had my ſpirits been fully re- 
covered from their late flutter. 


n ̃ NW 


L E TT E R XIV. 
rd Scbryn 20 the Hon. bun Agen 


HAVE not been more ſhocked-a great 

while than by the receipt of your laſt. 
How could you, Aſtell, behave in ſuch a 
manner to any woman whom you pretended 
to love with honour? and toſuchawoman, 
an angel let me rather ſay, for well does ſhe 
merit that appellation. How could you 
fo far degrade yourſelf? You are, I know, 
capable of many follies the mot perfect, 
indeed, among us, are not without but 
N fn. 
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who would have believed you could have 


been guilty of ſuch an attempt, and upon 
2 woman too Whom you had choſen from 
the reſt of her ſex, chiefly for her virtues, 
for your wife? Oh! Afﬀtell! but I cannot 
tell you all I think---I hope, ere this, re- 
flection cuts deeper than the keeneſt expreſ- 
ſions I can make uſe of, to make you ſen- 
ſible of your error: for I will be candid 
enough to believe, that your laſt letter was 
hurried off in the height of your reſent- 
ment againſt a worthy amiable creature, 


| who deſerves more reſpect and affection, 
than even the beſt of men can treat her 


with. Vet I cannot but give credit to the 
concluſion of it, wherein you. rejoice at 
haying eſcaped from marriage. You cer- 
fainly never intended to be ſerious; you 


made honourable propoſals, the better to 


diſguiſe the atrocious deſign you afterwards , 
endeavoured to carry into execution. What 
cruel deceit! Firſt to gain ſo valuable a 
520 tas heart, 
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heart, and then to tear it. to pieces by the 
moſt unpardonable inſult that could be of- 
fered to any woman, more eſpecially to a 
woman with ſuch exalted principles, a 


woman ſo every way deſirable and meerly 


on account of the reſiſtance which ſhe 
made to a man whom ſhe even loved. Glo- 
rious reſiſtance! what a noble conqueſt 
over the paſſions! I am indeed quite 
charmed with her exemplary behaviour; 
and the very. carriage which. has excited ſo 


_ boyiſh a reſentment in you, would have 


been ſufficient-to attach me to her for ever, 


had ſhe no other merit. I am ſo diſpleaſed 


with you, that I have no heart to ſpeak of 


any other woman to you, -but the amiable, 


the injured Lucy: yet the diſtreſs in which 
I ſoon expect to ſee Harriot when the hears 
of her friend's diſappointment, is ever up- 


per moſt 1 in my thoughts. Were I aſſured 
that Harriot is as good a creature as'Maſs* 


Muſgroveſhe gains upon me ſtrangely 


— but 


* 
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but you are not worthy of my confidence 


at preſent, Correct the ſcandalous errors 


n your conduct, ſo unbecoming, ſoſhame- 


fully n and W 1 


n of 


Tour 
Selwyn. 
FFP 
LETTER xv. 
"nr" OO to Mr. "Mylgrove, 


s I R, © | 
A M fo much aſhamed ahd concerhed 
at my ſon's unjuſtifiable behaviour, 


which has occaſioned his diſmiſſion from 


your family, that I ſcarce know how to 
addreſs myſelf to you, I do not pretend 
to make any apology for his conduct: it 


will admit of no palliation; but his preſent 


CON- 
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condition, as much as he has deſerved it, 
is (I write as a father) to be pitied, tho' 

his conduct is not to be vindicated. His 
remorſe and deſpair on having been guilty 


pl ſo great a failure with reſpect to Miſs 
M uſgrove, the extreme propriety of her be- 


haviour upon ſo delicate an occaſion, added 
to the almoſt certainty of his being beloved 
by her before his audacious attempt, have 
increaſed his paſſion for her to ſo violent a 
degree, that he muſt be miſerable if he has 
no hopes of being one day received by her 
as your ſon. Fhe wretchedneſs, therefore, 
of his preſent condition, has induced me to 
endeavour to procure the young lady's 
pardon for him, when you and ſhe think 
he has ſuffered enough for his inſolent 
affront to her virtue. Conſider, Mr. Muſ- 
grove, we are all of us, more or leſs, im- 
perfect creatures : conſider too that young 
men, eſpecially, are but too frequently car- 
ried away by their impetuous paſſions, 

| 8 5 before 


—— 


— . = > —ñ 
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== a Bu oo My ſon moſt ſo- 
lemaly dec 48, that he had not the leaſt 
ke kar "with regard to Miſs Mul- 
grove; but that the place, he hour, the ſitu- 


ation they were in, the uncommon beauty 


- of her figure, her avowed affection for him, 


all ſerved to inſpire him with feelings which 


he found abſolutely irreſiſtible. But, in 


caſe" of his being re- admitted to viſit” the 
Jady, he declares, that the wiſh of his Heart 


is, to be united to her by the ſtrongeſt ties 


the very inſtant he ſees her, if ſhe will 


but pardon and accept of him: or ſhould 


a diſtant day be more agreeable to her, he 
will wait, with all the patience tlie ardor 
of his paſſion will allow, till ſhe fixes 
the completion of his happineſs; and 
Promiſe never to deſire to ſee: her alone, 
till the moment ſhe receives him as her 
e 1 brim TH f 


Reflect 
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Reflect a little, Mr. Muſgrove, before 

you entirely condemn my ſon; remember 
that we were once young ourſelves. Make 
ſome allowance for the natural warmth of 
certain conſtitutions, and condeſcend to 
receive Aſtell again into your family; as 
nobody can have.a more earneſt deſire to 
be related to it than he has, nor can any 
perſon have more reſpect for Miſs Muſ- 
grove, than her and your 


Moſt obedient ſervant 
Aſhbur ton. 
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The Hon. Edward Aſtell to Mr. Muſgrove. 


WANT words, Sir, to deſcribe the 
anxiety and deſpair which I have de- 
trvyedly endured, ever ſince my baniſhment 
Vor. I. e from 


5 


E 


* 5 * L a. » "OO e 2 a: g 
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from the ſight of Miſs Muſgrove, and 


ſhould, at the very inſtant you inſiſted on 
my leaving your houſe, have thrown my-* 
{elf at your feet to intreat you to procure 
your daughter's pardon for me, had I not 


' feared that you were both, at that moment, 
too much incenſed againſt me even to liſten 
to my requeſt. Time has, I hope, wrought 


ſome change in my favour, by giving you 
room to reflect on the impoſſibility of our 
being always able to keep our paſſions in 
ſubjection. Believing myſelf to be very 
near becoming your ſon, I but no excuſe 


Can, I am ſenſible, be made on my part: 
let, then, the irreſiſtible beau ty, the en- 


chanting tenderneſs, of your dear amiable 


daughter plead for me. I could not gaze 


on her, I could not liſten to her melodious 
accents unmoved, unmelted. I ought, I 
confeſs, to have kept my deſires within 
due bounds, till I was authorized to call 


her mine. Would to Heaven that Ceres 


mony 
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mony was paſt, and that was, this moment, 
in a ſituation to implore your affection as 
my father. Conſider, Sir, that the lovely 
_ diſorder of the charming Lucy at the time 
I was become unworthy of her regard, her 
noble reſiſtance, and her proper, but diſ- 
couraging reſentment, have increaſed my 
eſteem, my reſpect, my love for her to ſuch 
a degree, that life is a burden without her. 
If I adored her when I knew not half her 
virtues, what, do you imagine, muſt be 
my ſentiments now? Yu, Sir, cannot be 
ignorant of the ſuperiority with which your 
lovely daughter ſhines above the reſt of her 
ſex. I ſigh, I die with deſire at this mo- 
ment to write to her, to tell her all that my 
heart, glowing with the moſt ardent, the 
moſt reſpectful paſſion, feels for her. I 
darenot, however, addreſs her, but through 
your interceſſion. Permit me, therefore, 
Sir, to intreat you to pity me; and ſuffef 
me to prevail on you, by the ſincerity of 

. my 


my repentance, to influence Mrs, Muſgrove 
in my favour, Who was once my friend; 

and when both of you join to ſollicit Miſs 
Muſgrove to pardon me, I ſhall begin to 
hope ſhe will no longer be e to 
her and your ever 


n obedient aj devored ſervant, 
4 225 Aﬀeell, 
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LETTER XVI. 


Miss Muſgrove to Miſs — 4 
ac the two "foregoing ones'  incloſe. #8 


.ST1 imagine chat rt Hattiot is wy 

I to know every thing relating to her 
Lucy, tho? ſhe has not yet had time fince 

my laſt to tell me fo, I iincloſe copies of 

lord Aſhburton's and Mr. Aſtell's letters 
to my 28 which we W amene I 

My 
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My father, after having read thoſe let- 
ters once by himſelf, and then to my 
mother, they both came into my room, 
and giving one of them to me, deſired my 
opinion. | 

knew the pid immediately: I trem- | 
bled: I could not help my confuſion: L 
felt my face in a glow. Returning it im- 
mediately, I faid, © I cannot receive any 


thing from Mr. Aſtell, DC 


.» My [Sod girl,“ rephind' my father — 
« Don't hurry yourſelf, my dear Lucy,” 
ſaid my mother, with the moſt affectionate 
look, © take time, my dear; you once 
thought well of Mr. Aſtell: he has acted 
like an inconſiderate young man; but tho? 
his behaviour muſt be condemned by every 
body, as he has confeſſed. his fault to his 
father, and as they both appear much con- 
cerned. | „ 
F 3 « am 
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am ſure, my dear madam,” faid I, 
interrupting her, you cannot lay” any 
thing to excuſe Mr. Aſtell; nor do my 
father and you, I think, with me to paccept 
of him now.” 


No, my child; ” faid my JON Sher, 
with the moſt affecting tenderneſs, << no, 
my Lucy; but your mother and L know 
that you. once loved him: you had our ap- 
probation to love him; and tho* you have 
behaved with a noble ſpirit, you may have- 
relented: young minds are forgiving, and 
you may one day be ſorry for having re- 


fuſed to yield to the ſolicitations of lord. 


Aſhburton and his ſon: neither your 
mother nor I, my love, can ſee. our Lucy, 
who is ſo deſerving, unhappy ; otherwile, 


we ſhould, | doubtleſs, refuſe inſtantly all 


avertures from that quarter with con- 


WN 


285 Do 
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(e Doſo, Sir, ſaid I: do ſo, this moment, 
my dear father,” 


« My Fe, mother,” continued I; 
wiping. my eyes, and embracing them 
both, for I ſaw them both ready to weep, 
can you think your Lucy ſo weak, ſo 
little worthy of the pains you have taken 
to inſtruct her, as not to be able to conquer 
an inclination for a man which ſhe never 
could have indulged, had, he not N58 arcd 
to Serre it?” 


« Dear rods child, - cried they both, 
folding me in their arms, how happy, how 
very happy you make us!“ 

n 

My facher then ab the incloſed wooded 
to me, and wheft he had finiſhed them, I 
begged he would make what reply he 
thought proper; being certain that he 
coun not make any with which I ſhou d 
F 4 be 
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| be diſpleaſed. He inſtantly took, — Ben 


7277 0 


oa wrote the following lines to lord . 
bürten e 4 Face 


- 1 
7 * 3 Fa Y p ; N cf 
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"My Lord,” Net 


After dle bebavibur bf M Aſtell iy | 
family, it is impoſſible I ſhould ever be ex- 
pected to look upon him in any other light,” 


Than as a man whom I never with to ſee 


again. Were you in my ſituation, my lord, 
you would think as I do. Yet, that neither 

your lordſhip nor Mr. Aſtell may imagine | 

me too rigid, or too much blinded by re. 
ſentment—( tho? if ever reſentment is lays 
dable, it is on ſuch an occaſion as this) . 
have conſulted my daughter, who is entirely 1 


of my opinion. I cannot conclude, without 
_ declaring | my fincere compaſſion for your” 


lordſhip: as. a. father myſelf, I muſt feel 


for every man who has a child capable of 9 
| ating? Er to the dictates of virtue ; 


and 
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and that Mr. Aſtel may never again vio- 


late the laws of honour, is the ſincere , | 


e e 
Your Ay humble 5 


What ſay you, II arriot, to my father? 
Is he not the kindeſt, the worthieſt of men? 


The letter was ſent directly, and the ſervant 


was ordered to ſay it required no anſwer. 
But were not my revered, my amiable 


friends, very conſiderate to their girl? 
They feared that her heart was too deeply 
touched to bear togive him up; but ſurely, - 
my Harriot, the woman cannot be worthy 


of happineſs, i if ſhe places her happineſs 1n 


being united to a man of the moſt aban- , 
doned turn. What a thouſand pities thats. I» 
ſo many eſtimable qualities ſhould be ſ9.,, 
obſcured by. the uncontroled allies « of, Aol 


licentious diſpoſition! I will LEP no. 6 


n 


144 1 


blot from my memory — kic 1 pe ak ps 
F 5 a more 


* 
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a. more pleaſing topic] "flatter myſelf. 
with the hopes of ſeeing you here with: 
Mrts.. Melliſh. ſoon: but mould you be 
prevented from gratifying my wiſhes, be 
ſo. kind as to return the incloſed letters by 
the firſt nen to . 


Yours, moſt. affectionately, 


1. M. 
beute det: ieee ke 


LETTER XVIII. 


The Hon. Edward Aſtell to Lord Sehvyn.. 


5 ſoon as I had aupatched my laſt. 
to you, I curſed myſelf for a cox- 
comb, and would havegiven a conſidera- 
ble ſum to have had it back again ere it. 
reached your hand. 2 9 


L left 


* 
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Ileft Mr. Muſgrove in a kind of pet, 
and wrote to you in a kind of paſſion: but 
when reflection took place, Luey roſe 
to my imagination in all the majeſty of 
affronted virtue, in all the lovelineſs of un- 
ſullied innocence: I became reſtleſs and 
unhappy.— 7 8 


Upon my firſt arrival at the Lodge, I 
determined not to acquaint my father with 
the real cauſe of my quitting Woodcot ſo 
abruptly; for, to confeſs the truth, Harry, 
I was aſhamed of myſelf for having acted 
like a raſcal, and more aſhamed to declare 
myſelf one: but the moment my love 
for this dear, dear girl, got the better of my 
pride, I was half mad till I related the 
whole to him, and till I had prevailed on him 
to aſſiſt me in trying to bring about a re- 
conciliation.— But the ſweet creature is in- 
exorable Well !—poſlibly, ſhe may think 
it neceſſary to be ſo for a time mean 
| F 6 while 


While I ſhall have opportunity to 5 adjuſt 
matters with Olivia, who has been almoſt 
diſtracted to know what was become of 
me - As I had ſworn by all that's ſolemn 


to follow. her down to Briſtol, and marry 
her, ſhe muſt; undoubtedly, have been 

not a little ſurprized at not either ſeeing 
me, or hearing a able from me in near 
three months. EIA een do 


Your ler; 18 830 chis inſtant arrived. 
| Faith! tis a e re- 
proofs ] but I really deſerve them all: 1 
do, by my ſoul.— However, ſay what you 
will, Selwyn, I ſeriouſly and honourably in- 
tended to marry Lucy, and would give 
two thirds of my fortune at this moment 
if ſhe would have me.— And now I think 
of it, you may help me to make up this 
difference at laſt: you are intimate with 
5 her favourite; and a8 I ſwear I am a fin- - 
1 cere 


3 
E DWA RD AS TEIL L. og 
cere penitent, you may throw in a few 


handſome things in your ſenſible, ſedate! 
way, which may bring us all right abòut 


again.— Do, dear Harry, if you love me, 
unleſs you actually have a mind to drive me 
headlong to the devil, to puniſh me for 
all my ſins. Were I but once married to 
this angel, ſhe would, I am mme ſave 
both my __ and ſoul. GL 


Now, Panty Selwyn, you owe me 
ſome reparation for the ſhocking freedoms 
you took with me in your laſt letter; free- 
doms which every fellow of ſpirit but 


myſelf would have reſented: but I know ' 
you are ſincerely my friend, and therefore 
take every thing as it was meant. So, my 
dear Selwyn, 80 immediately to Miſe 
Wynne, and make uſe of all your powers 
of pleaſing to ſerve me Tou may ſafely 
wear by every thing that's ſacred, that I 
am become a new man; I ſhall be truly fo 
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in every ſenſe of the word as ſoon as I am 
married for matrimony 1s at preſent the 


B ultimate end of all my defires, 


Is it ala ſtrange—paſſing ſtrange, Harry, 
that I, of all men, who had ſo entire an 
abhorrence to that bugbear marriage, ſhould 
have been ſo very near it twice, and with- 
in ſo ſhort a time? My fall from my phae- 
ton ſaved me once: what deſtroyed the | 
hero who Save a name to my machine, g gave 
new life to me; but I have again, like him, 
made a curſed plu nge, by my own folly. 
—Reach out therefore, with expedition, 
pal friendly hand to 7 Love your | 


E. A. 
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n n e esse 


L. E T T ER XIX. 
Miſs Wynne to Miſs Muſgrove. 


HAVE heard almoſt every thing, my 

deareſt Lucy, that has paſſed between 
you and Mr. Aſtell from lord Selwyn, re- 
lated with a delicacy which increaſed his 
own conſequence i in my eyes, and at the 
fame time threw an additional luſtre on 
your character. You have acted nobly, my 
excellent friend; and my lord is ſo charm- 
ed with your conduct, that he only wants 
the ſight of you to make him yours for 
ever, Oh Lucy! can I ſay, I ſhould be 
forry at his ſeeing you; when, poſſibly, no 
man in the world is fo deſerving of you. 
Can I ſay this, and be your true friend? 


Jam that friend, for I will not now mar- 


ry 


"230 
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ry lord Selwyn, were he ready to take me 


| this, NO me as ANAL. alikely..ey ent 


Yet I never ſaw a more amiable man, nor 


did I ever hear, any man more highly ſpo- 


ken of. But . of this Si i 
the preſent.—./ | 


My dear aunt is better, o not quite 
well, and joins with me in making all poſes 
ſible acknowledgements, for Mr. and Mrs. 


Muſgrove's kind invitation, added to 
yours; but ſhe cannot, at this time, quit 


London, nor can I leave her: elſe would 


I fly with the ſincereſt / ſatisfaction to my 
dear Lucy, WhO will, I hope, make me 
amends for the loſs of her t 110 ; 


N nden letters to her l 
Affectionate 
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F rom che ſame to the ſame: 


"SHOULD not t ſo ſoon again have 
vritten to you, my dear, had I not 
had 4 long and intereſting converſation 
with Jord Selwyn: you were entirely the 
ſubje& of it. Mr. Aſtell, it ſeems, has 
employed his friend to uſe all his influence 
with me (ſuppoſing it by the way not to be 
ſmall) to prevail on you to re inſtate him in 
| yout favour, and in ſuch a manner to 
that I am half perſuaded to wiſh I may ſuc- 
ceed. Had he begun by affuring me that 
his friend never deſired to offend, that he 
was a very worthy creature, and ſo forth, 
I ſhould have looked upon his lordihip as 
a perſon who had a very mean opinion of 
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my underſtanding, by ſuppoſing me capa- 
ble of being ſo groſsly deceived: but he 
has given me a full deſcription of his 
friend's character. He tells me that he is, 
perhaps, one of the fineſt figures that ever 
was feen, with a countenance animated 
with the glow of health : that he has lan- 
guiſhing, intelligent eyes, white, even 
teeth, and ſuch an air of ſenſibility through- 
out, that from his firſt appearance in the 
world he was a diſtinguiſhed favourite 
| among the women. —This diſtinction, and 
his natural taſte for vanity and flutter, 
have gained him the appellation of the Band- 
ame fiir from ſome people; and indeed 
he hardly ever appears any where in pub- 
lic without having the admiring eyes of 
every body fixed on him. He has alſo, 
my lord ſays, an exceeding good under- | 
ſtanding, and bating this one error, (of 
the capital kind indeed, he allows it to be) 
a very good heart: he means, by that ex- 
| 1 pireſ- 
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preſſion a heart open to humanity, bene- 
volence, and generoſity, which feels for, 
which wiſhes to relieve the diſtreſſes of his 
fellow creatures That he is finely accom- 

pliſhed you have confeſſed : can there 
then be a more deſirable man? Lord Sel- 
wn declares that he knows his dif) poſition 
to be natarally amiable, and ventures to 
affirm that you have it in your power alone 
to fix the rover, and to make him every 
thing he ought to be, as he never heard 
him ſpeak ſo highly, ſo rapturouſly of any 
woman before: he is certain alſo, that by 
living a very few years with a woman of 
your character, he would be brought to a 
right way of thinking, and become an 
| gopngur to NT | 


80 far lord Selwyn advances his own 
opinion, though he has not forgot to re- 
peat all his friend's vows and proteſtations, 
that on you, on you, depends his eternal 
happineſs, or everlaſting miſery. 
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116 HISTORY of the Hon. 


Now I can very eaſily. conceive that a 
man who has once loved you well enough 
to offer up his darling liberty for 50 . 
will not be mighty happy without you, 
unleſs he ſhould meet with another exactly 


your counterpart: but to find a counter- 


part he might 1 3 ans three 


2 gn, egg in vain. 


Tou ſee, * FR eas; that I do 
not prefume to adviſe, ſtill leſs to per- 
ſuade you, ſenſible that the inſult you have. 
received cannot — perhaps, ought not, to 
be forgiven; not, at leaſt, without the 


moſt mature deliberation. As you are 


bleſt with parents uncommonly diſ 

tber, certainly, my dear, are the pro e 

people to conſult upon fo delicate an 'oc- 

caſion: in how exemplary a manner have 

they already acted? Were all fathers and 

mMthers ſa:conſiderate, ſo indulgent, I am 5 
inolined wen we ſhould hear of fewer 


Journies 
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journies to Scotland; yet I ſhould neither 
haye done juſtice to lord Selwyn, nor to 
Mr. Aſtell, nor to yourſelf, if L had con- 


cealed what I have juſt. communicated; 


Write, therefore, immediately to me, my 


dear, and tell me how far you approve of 


what I have ſaid, not omitting your reſo- 
Jution in conſequence of it. 


aana eL, gb 


1. E T T E R XXI. 
Miß Muſgrov to Mik Wynne, 


| 'Y 5 PR 1 585 your ele 
X was too intereſting not to demand 
an eee anſwer; tho” as my father is 
juſt ſeized with the gout, J ſhall not be 
able to attend long to my pen: he is to 


good to be neglectecdl. But I am in hafte 


do tell az, my friend, chat Mr. Aſtell 
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ever can be accepted by me. I ſhall not 
enter into a long detail either of his faults 
or his. perfections: perhaps ſuch a detail 
would prove me indiſcreet. Perhaps —it 
is better for myſelf to forget him—no 
matter tell lord Selwyn that I never can 
marry Mr. Aſtell, but charge him not to 

fay any thing elſe to him about me, if the 
compliments he pays me are in the ſlighteſt 
degree ſincere: but, henceforward, you 
and he muſt pardon me, my dear, for diſ- 
truſting'the whole ſex. May you, my Har- 
riot, find them as juſt as I with them to be, 
for your fake: may you find lord Selwyn 
particularly ſo, who, if his character an- 
ſwers your deſcription, undoubtedly de- 
ſerves my amiable friend: why then your 
reſolution to refuſe an offer ſo deſirable? a 
reſolution at once unnatural and unneceſ- 
ſary: for, ſay what you will, you certainly 
love him — but time preſſes on] can only 


add one earneſt requeſt—never mention 
| Mr. 
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Mr. Aſtell to me again. This requeſt, my 


dear friend, will, I am aſſured, be ine | 


diately granted, when I can open my heart 
to you in the manner I with to do: but I 


cannot make the wiſhed diſcloſure till we 


meet. Let your confidence, therefore, in 
the propriety of my conduct upon this 
ſingle occaſion, be ſhewn by your writing 
on every other with the greateſt freedom. 


He ſilent concerning Mr. Aſtell, and Iſhall 


be ſatisfied. I fee all my errors I know 
my own weakneſs, and I, perhaps, only 
approve of myſelf in this one prohibition. 
By our long and affectionate friendſhip, 
therefore, my dear Harriot, let me conjure 
you to Ap 


Your ever faithful 


L. M. 
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A J, E T 1 E R Xxil. 
Lord Sehon to the Hon. Edward Adel 


A FTE R A, aid all that e 
be ſaid in your favour to Miſs 
Wynne, I waited for her friend's anſwer, 
WhO abſolutely rejects you for ever, and 
will not even hear you ſpoken of.—I at 
firſt heſitated, - not knowing whether 1 
ſhould venture to tranſmit ſo mortifying 
a reply to you; hut when I conſidered the 
volability of your diſpoſition, and the ſa- 
tisfaction with which you mentioned the 
| renewal of your deſign upon Olivia, I be- 

gan to fancy that your diſappointment 
with regard to Miſs Muſgrove would not 
prove fatal —I may, therefore, write away 
' with ſeverity, without fearing any ill con- 


e from it—But I have other mat- 
ters 
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ters to exerciſe my pen nee, | 


{ill nearer my. heart. 


4 = x . 


By 8 yourſelf a coxcomb, 


by paying ſo juſt a deference to the virtues 


of this lovely, charming Lucy, and by 
being ſo willing to make her all the repa- 


ration in your power, you have pacified 


me for the preſent : only take care, Aſtell, 
if you deceive Olivia alſo, I give you up 
for ever—But as there muſt be time allow- 
ed for the completion of your reformation, 
let me prate a little about my own affairs. 


1 
\ >£ 4 


This Harriot Wynne is the moſt altered 


creature that can be imagined within theſe 
few weeks: I thought her much too giddy 
upon our firſt acquaintance, though other- 


wiſe extremely agreeable: her levity ſeent- - 


ed to be exceſſive, but her vivacity was 
_ exquiſitely pleaſing: I wiſhed, however, 
that ſhe was more ſerious, becauſe I looked 
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on- her propenſity o company, 
and difipatipn, 28 entixely.. incompatible 
'with a —＋ paſſion How changed is 
the dear girl ? howyery different ? how in- 


N arte melancholy, this apparently 
tender languor which has taken poſſeſſion of 
Her, whole perſon f am not like, you, 
Aſtell; 1 have not Mur attractions 1 
do I endeavour to aduuiſer wevery pret- 
ty. woman who Comes in my way; nor 
have I vanity enough, like you, ſufficient 
0 ſuppoſe that no woman can reſiſt me.— 
Yet, there is ſomething in, Miſs Wynne ſo 
xtremel reſembling inclination, that if it 
| s nat inclination Iwill never believe the 
evidence of my eyes again, when. the fair 
ber come undler their iſpection, I n, 
howeyer, ſo fearful of being deceived, that 
1 Sort. Jane cruſt my n remarks, left 
A 5 I ſhould 
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I mbuld have made them in Gonſequetiovicr 


light.— — WO Hie vs 4 12H fo 4434's 
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I have had big Kible VER 
converſations with Harriot upon the paſ- 
Hon of love; which" aroſe from the endes 
vdurs I uſetl to: malte her as ſtrentous ah 
'advotat&for you as I was myſelf: ſhe has 
diſcovered ſo excellent an underſtanding, fo 
refined taſte, and ſuch delicate ſenſibility, 
that T am become really enamoured with 
her. But that I might not be quite render. 
ed incapable of reaſohing myſelf out bf 
danger, ſhould there actually be any en. 
coùraging ſentiments fo new to my heart, 
I began to leave off making regulaf viſits, 

and by degrees abſented myſelf for A 
Roh Weck I will not tell you wat flint 
elt. denial cot me, but 1 Will relate eve 
particular concerning her behaviour bf 


the i chungen my wanenvych, that'you, hb 


W275 are 
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arg an ntlept in theſe matters, may tell me 
ho far Tay depend are ee 
tion. W DW 3715 warn at LN. 


—— of a few weeks, Idrop- 
ee een it Was in the 
evening: ſhe was ſnting alone, with her 
head leaning on her hand; but the moment 
I appeared, ſtarted, while the moſt beauti- 
Ful colour tinged her complexion for a 
monient: a death-like paleneſs then ſuc- 
ceeded: the moſt affecting thelancholy I 
ever beheld appeared in her nas and 
| te ſeemed to have been Weeping. ; 


7 


n this moving ſituation the was i irre- 
ible: ſhe rouched my very ol. > 


« Have you: not been well, Gia wt 
faw 3 you? ? or has any thing LEES 


"S507 © Ef 5] £4 Der 
give you neal neſs 2” ” 

Diers 2 Un 4103 

de bluſhed like dale at * harm; 
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leſs queſtions, and replied, after a little he: 
ſitation, that a pain in her head had hinder- 
ed her from going out wah! Mrs, Melliſh:”- 

ol vi le JO! ; [1 

$6, Will you, 4 give me ad to is 
with you till her return? As you appear #9 
me eto :yanpartioſeent, | I-will try to recol- 


dad may tend to raiſe 1 
hpi, ies ric is 190! * 25 27155 . 55 Wer, . 
WY * 8185 1 


« You willoblige me, aid the, by io fo: 
ing, —She was then Meng. 1 Mons = 4 


_—_ confes, Ned, Iwas diſappointed? ? 


by N. 144 3 7 6 * 1 


I Was. weak enough, to expect ſhe Would 


have ta taken n notice of ay, 90S abſence, and 
poſlibly, com 1 £28 that ſhe e 2, en 
me 18 — "ts „ 


He er cc lon 225 cho 1 im- 
mediately * called myſelf a thouſand fools 
for being diſconcerted. We were, therefore; 
both mate for ſome time. - 


G 3 5 At 
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\ laſt, direc . 
tant mes, Lixhink,” faid ſhe, 0 you; 
dont ſeem nwre, diſpoſed xa be lively than 
myſelf; are you not well, my lord? 3 
| 2 #1 3 > 279459: 05 $i} 65 in 155 LT, 
This interragation revived, me — 
ed, I thaughe, t cxpreſs.a kind of tender 
inquietude ; and it ſeemed, I allo fancied, 
to demand the. reaſon of my long ſepa- 
ration from her. I was ſilly enough 
to be pleaſed: nay, more, J Was tranſ- 


* © 
8 5 — * a 4 ® * 
2 3 : *% _ Va" * Fo LAS 
v : * 23 5 * & ” » Iz * 1 « * . 
"> — Fi 1 x W 
S LIST , 4 . 
- » 
” 

< &4 x 
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Snatehing her hand with an eagerneſs 
not. to be controuled, I carried it to my lips 
with inconceivable ardor—it trembled ex- 
ceſſively,, and the appeared in the moſt en- 

chanting diſorder.— On a ſudden, with- 
drawing it haſtily. from me, ſhe dartedꝭ at 


e eee 
Xn * tt: A1 Far . £ . 
Wo . Affecbed bernd =" eg 

x * * could 


= , 
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could not bear ſo abrupt, ſo chilling an 
alteration in her, and ſaid, wih a look, 
andd in a tone which diſcovered every emo- 
tion of my foul, · Why this cutting averſi · 
on? what have] done to deſerve it? Aver- 
fion! my lord, ſaid the, with a dejected 
air, and turned from. me; but I ſaw tears 
roll in large drops down her face, in re 
a her r endeavours to hid them. , 


T cook Bold no longer, aden 
got the better of every thing, I caughr; 
her in my arms, dried her tears, - and. 
preſſed her face to mine. She ſeemed 
at firſt almoſt inſenſible of what I was do- 
ing. I intreated her with all the eloquence” 
I was maſter of, to tell me * ſhe ** 


+ 


She at length recovered, Lands broke Pa: 

ine, with her dear face covered with bluſhes: 
then turning again, caught hold of my 
a * preſſing it, ſaid, with a gentle 
864 gh, 


, HISTORY ef the Hon. | 
ſigh, do not, oh!] do not think meanly 


1 © By 

of me, my lord.” — | 
9 * * . 3 . OY ” a >; 

$3; . be 8 * ttt de! 5 AI e I ee 7? ; 2 2 74 1 
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| 1 was going to reply, W Mrs. Melliſh 
that moment appeited! I ſtayed the even- 
ing with them, and ſtrove, by every afſidui- 


ty and attention in my power, to reſtore 
Harriot to her uſual tranquility; z but 1 


ou) at NM. 
efforts v were ineffeftual. : 91 bo 
- III dls 1 


WI rite to me Snell What do 
rou think. of her behaviour! 7 I. ſhall 

cee. farther till. T hear from 
L. have the moſt animating 
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"Iv ＋ 'T E R. XXIII. Mit! 
The Hon. Edward tell te Lord Sink n, 


oY 52 wy vu, * yi 834 OF 13-1. £5 138 


7 . # * 


# 1 {This 1 Fel 2, II. 1 ; 


„„ 


at the Wen time 10 devilidhly out of {_ 
mour, becauſe you have not ſucceeded for 
me in my affair about Lucy, that you 
couldn- t have choſen a more unlucky mol 
ment to aſk. queſtions: yet, on ſecond 
thoughts I cannot be ſuch an ungrateful : 
raſcal as to neglect the friend who has en- 
deavoured to ſerve me. It is certainly not 
your fault, that my angel—for ſhe maſt be 
mine —is ſtill unrelenting and, by the 
way, your girl is in as mne 4 melting mood 
as a man would wiſh her to be take TEE 
while the is warm, Harry. Shas will © 

my 85 . e * 


Io #, 

150. HISTORY of the ke on 
55% rom bas 151 iT] 601 

I þave ſeep, Oliyia: the came half "wy 


to weet me. An abſ ence of three months 
mach che qrar cw ature agkeen—— Re 1 
ſhall ſet gut to-morrow | for W 

Direct your, next to me there, 22. 51 rin 


2-10 FOE oe 


Bis Jak be e Eee. 


\ SY {onto | F a 
BOW eh Anil „vnd 1 
9 . d L * 


MO G: 


L E T ＋ ER XXIV. 
Land Sthoyn to the Hom. Edward Aft 


4 75 


o 678 Gallons rnd be Jamia 
X ſenſe: I domt knom whether I; was 
ever ſo angry with you in my life: yet,. 
pon cool deliberatioi, you are not to 


4 at * 25 


Hame neither: only ſor by giving me falſe 


Hopes; but tale things asthey happened. 


err 2 


— 4 22 Ad 


2x dad from Mrs. Nellie, a5; L told 
youl would, till I received your anſwer; 


and then flew thither.on the wings of love. 
I found 


E DWAR D A STELL. 1317 
ee #6 _ 
I found Harriot ler and more dejected | 
than before. Sh. nike. however, 5 with 
ſatisfaction at the he fight of me; and Mrs, 
Mclliſh told me, "that I had deleted then, 
te Not quite, 1 mac am, ſaid I, as The | was 
2 the room, and to convince you that 
I ſpeak truth, you will ſer me here more 
frequently than ever.“ Little thought what 
ah involuntary falſchood I then uttered 
| the ſoon afterwards left us together. [ far 
down by Harriot, took her hand in mine, 
and aſked her if ſhe {till ſuffered by t| 
head-ach. Ihave not been perfectly well, 
ſaid ſhe, ſince I ſaw you laſt. „Howl dot 
on you for that gentle reproof, eplieq I, 
preſſing her hand; but indeed, Haarioty I 
ſhould have called the next day do fea hay 
you did, had not a particular affair defined 
me [your unmeaning letter, Aſtell.]..., But 
if you can forgive this one ſeeming neglect, 
(tho? you were all the! time not, allſingle 
moment from my thoughts) my Future 
6 6. a eanduct 


. HIST OR Y, of ; the, Hon 
Mo a ſhall Alte you large Wa — 


red with. f 1 much good humour, 


75 858 2 a ſoft 15 S n, her look and voice, 
that Preſſecl h er to qi boſom, thanked 


Ii ws 4 


her for EL So: {cen ion, and made a full 
declaration 1 my. "love, with the 1 moſt ſe- 


ar 


rious 1 T my PET: rſon Ro Her. 
_ ce FS crimfone 


Bur 8 


0 b "the violence of bor 2 
ng els my ee at ker dray- 


; [ was, in. 1 51 altogether confounded—I y 
chought I cc could! not have been ſa thorough 


a . 10 be miſtaken i in, all thoſe ſigns. 
of | laclination, and Pug pelt really 5 
AD gil e 1 ; too ; 


*s 


EDWARD STE. 


too much diſconcerted e to re at 15 | 


a { 1 Eph „ 5 
as ſoon as 1 recovered my voice, 1 5 
8 Na 


Iſaid. And can vou ada b e ſerious, 


3 tho 346 6- 


Miſs Wynne? Have You, poſitively, made 


aF 


a reſolution not to marry! I Or are vou pre- 


1 of” Te 


10 in favour of ſome happier. man; 529 


LACED E De 


—* There i is no man upon earth , ſaid 


21 


fe whom Teſteem likelord Selwyn.” ona 
. e anſweredT, and yet you refuſe 
: but it is poſſible, m. y dear Harrior, 


. "+41. | 71 
to 0 Münk well of one man, Fg yet te to love 


LE IEC 


another; and 1 confeſs, F believed 1 had 


J | 313 G * 


encouragement. ſufficient from your car- 


\ 


» #3447 & #41. * 2 
riage to me, to hope for a returh of 127 | 


tion as ardent ; as my own.” *"' FRroppe —1 
was heartily chagrined, 1 own, and waited, 
her reply, with my eyes fixed. on her fage.— 
She burſt into tears. —T 1 was a ſecond time 
aſtoniſhed, to a greater degree than, 3 was 
before: : I was allo affected by chem. 45 What 
mean thoſe tears, faid - throwing my 3 arm 


round her; do you repent of having been 


ol 
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fo-unkind to my loye? And are you forry 
fortfie vexation yon have given me. 
I would, if poſſible, replied ſhe, prevent 
your ever having at vexation; but - hut. 
I cannot mary, my Jorge? «You then muſt 
prefer anoiber man. Were all the men 
upon earth to offer en hands I would 
not accept of one N I prefer no man to your 
lordſhip,” (ſtill weeping, ) « Thendry your 
tears, my amiable Harriot,,, and make ms 
happy, by promiſing to he for ever mine 
ſaid I, kiſſing her cheek, Met; with, Fern. rf 
Do not aſk me, By, lod, what I muſt 
refuſe: 1 cannot he YOurss, Hut be,aflpred, 
if chat aſſurance will give you any 
3 that I never me anf - 


hf canggt 


| reh n « "Hyg wiſh of AIG 
ably gaſys my lord, foli git npt an FAN N- 
ten ef them,, I, cannat Fglle any; longer 
uprm this fathech May you be cyer bleſt 


as you deſerve. to he; and ev 
{think of me, think favourably.” 


F 
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With tlieſe words ſtie ſtarted from me, 
and quitted the room leaving me in a ſitu- 
ation hot to be deſcribed It was ſome 
time before even Mrs. Melliſh came down 
to me, who told me, upon my enquiring 
after her niece; that ſhe was not at all wl, 
and ed hot 'comerout bf her chamber 
th even?” F expreſſrd, what I felt, 
great concern at her iĩndifpoſition; andtbok 
the opportünity to uf Mrs: MeHiſh;oif 
ragedl, and after ww artis refuſett meli She aſs 

fared nie that fie was igtioratie of cle mo- 
üves from Which ſhe acted, and vas leten 
firpriced K her Carriage; knowing that ſhe 
kad always declared the higheſt eſtevr for 
ie. Fe matlam, aid I. W Verf Hir. 
Erent from love; and yes gentle 
man hon I füw/ with Mils Wyrmie here 
ne I firſt Bectin® atduairited? withher,, 
may be the Favorited 0 ich What! 
Kai Wees mbe? 0 nne yon 

3 Arie om 15 ) > Kicars 
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Aih 3 10 o Quiifts I 301 
19 a ure 7OU, he never encour Wo, 


came to the houſe: no, my lord, your, 
lordſhip is the only man who could fever 
make her think ſeriouſly.” It is but to very 
little purpoſe, I am afraid, madam, ſaid! 55 
with a ſigh, which I could not, which I did 
not indeed wiſh/to reſtrain, at leaſt to my 
own happineſs.” And truly, Aſtell, I find 
myſelf the more ſenſibly touched at this 85 3 
amiable girl's Hibs vi g me, as her refuſal 
was aka e 1 


% 7 '% E * 7 
1 18 & C3252 * 
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1 Kut next 1 to phy how _ 
did, and was informed that ſhe had a fever. 
She is better, however; ſo they tell me, | 
for 'T cannot get a ſight of her. 'To what 
purpoſe, indeed, ſhould I ſee her? ? I cannot 
ſee her without feeling my paſſion increaſed | 
for her? There. is ſome unaccountable 
Teafon for all this, which Lam not able to 
diſcover: time however, as you ſay, may 
* 19030 :\ - he 


LEY 
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be my friend: but, 1 | aſſure you, this difſt 


af $} +; Dh .. 
appointmentgivesme poſmallunealnehs. 
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The ape ae auen to Lord Seien. 


ith z 1197 195 1 1 WW; S*$ 13 : | } {4 1 
| 4 . kart 


16 & 'D MX} 4380 , . 1 p 1 


1 A M ſorry, 4000 ally Ger: Sehuyn, 1 that | 
you have been ſo \ bummed by your. gul: 

but the whole ſex are capricious, extrava- 
a gantly. fantaſtical, my dear Lucy Muſ⸗- 
grove excepted, who has not a ſingle fault. 
Never, among che infinite variety whom I 
have encountered, never did I meet with 
one ſo perfectiy amiable, ſo uniformly 


good. Upon my ſoul, her perſon, beauti- 
ful as it is, is che leaſt part of her value. 


I muſt ever regret the loſs of her: not eyen 
a, Happineſs 7 with Olivia can baniſh her a 
moment 


238 HIS TOR Wef the Hol. 
moment from my mind; tho! Olivia is cer 
TOY Avery fine girl, and giſtpactedly fond 


of me. e = that fondneſs made me 


Fr Aae of the parſon, 
25 and e 


in ſpite of r proteſtations. 
Ohl. ho ſhe vowed and ſwore never, no 
never to yield: but I outſwore her, and we 
— that is, I begin to be rather fick of ali 
intercourſe, the charms of which ceaſed 
with its novelty. | Let, if I do leave her, 
J will leave her handſomely : ſhe ought to 
be paid for her condeſcenſion; nor do I 
believe that, I ſhould have conquered ſo 
man, had ſhe not been. alarmed with, the 
feat of loſing me entirely. Thank Heaven! 
A Neunten are not like Lucy. However, 
ler me periſh if I don't think that Lucy 
loved me dearly. Sweet girl! I cannot 
forget her, Harry: every grace, every en- 
chanting charm of the lovely ſex, is to be 
found in hen; ; ere charm, e and 
intellectual. 

* 1 E. * | 
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mus diſturbed Feet 5 = 
this girl; this Harriot : ſhe has been. very 
ill the is-recovering, but refuſes to admit. 
me. Strange hy did ſhe ever give me 
hopes, if ſhe intended at the ſame time to 
drive me to deſpair? I love her, and yet L 
almoſt deſpiſe myſelf for loving her. To 
be ſa taken in Of late, tis true, ſhe has 
appeared to be overwhelmed with dejec- 
tion, and to have no deſign at all: I wiſh: 
with all my foul, that you had not behaved 
ſo indiſcreetly to ber charming friend: I 
might, erb dw, Have kridwn the real cauſe 
a _ Fade flying off. There inũiſt be 


ſome 
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ſame myſtery wich I cannot e 
would I had nevn ſeen her. Had not you 


| behaved ſo ſcandalouſly to Miiſs Muſgrove, 


you might have been at pus. juncture, of 
ſpecial ſervice to me: but indeed, Aſtell, 

you grow quite an abandoned fellow. I 
could ſmile at. your follies; but I ſhould 
injute; both you and myſelf, ndt to take 
notice of, and not to cbudemn your Vices. 
You Have, i in ſome partsof yr beltaviour, 
diſcovered neicher the man of honor nor 
eh nay how 
mean is ĩt, to endeavour 90 gain the affe. 

dons of a Womaft, without evef deſigning 
to make a return to deſttoy er 


. — 


reputation of an i 


meerly out of wantonnefs! Fodeprivehts 
of that felicity which'is inſeparable from 


virtue; and expoſe her to the ſcorn and ſe- 


verity of a cenſorious world, only for the 


momentary gratification of a fugitive paſ- 
fion, too groſs to be thus indulged; and, 
5 2 PO Mbly, 


EDA RD/ASTELL. 25 


poſſibly, to,.entail. years, of { ſorrow and 
ſhamę upon one oſ the moſt beautiful ex- 
; emplary, and contented beings; before you 
deluded. her byiyour. em ud it irre- 
e Aae 1 n [ON 2 1 4 
| * will 1 0 tell me, that if ſhe 
altyobabbeanfs good a creature, dar 
would have ſtood firm and unſhaken, in 
ſpite of all thejcloquence of your eyes, 
and the rhetoric of your tongue; and that, | 
if girls will be fools, men are in the right [ 
to take advantage of them. Human na- 
ture, tis true, is frail; and is ſometimes 
able to repel the attacks of temptation: 
but muſt the tempted be al wdys given up 
without mercy; and muſt the empter, the 
only guilty perſon indeed, be exculed?? 
and is there no allowance ro be made for 
thoſe poor girls who fall victims tö pride, 
pleaſure, or a paſſion too tender to be 'E6H- 
quered by reaſon, by their ſeducers? and 
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142 HISTORY of the Hon: 
— not _ 8 tenderneſs. which they 
affection er to Sallie the failings 
which we have occaſioned, and to prompt 
us to make all the reparation in our power? 
2. 1 riumph, therefore, no longer, over Oli- 
via it is unbecoming, - it is ungetiefoſſs 
to the greateſt degree. If ſhe actually lo 
you, perform the promiſe which you made 
to her, a promiſe too ſaered to be jeſted 
with; and ſit down contented with the con- 
ſciouſneſs of having in ſome meaſure atoned 
for the numerous injuries her ſex have re- 
ceived from the ee of your: ren 
to them. 18 O10? | 
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LETTER. xxVII. 


The Hon. Edward . wo Lond Stwyn 


140 2 5 


P REACH to vhs! n vod are a 


pretty "fellow, indeed; what adviſe 
me to marry the Woman whom J have en- 
joyed? Doſt thou not know, Selwyn, that 
the girl who will yield to one in che hour 
of fondneſs, may have tlie ſame tender fit 
come on her aſecond time aye, a third! 2. 
No, no, Harfy: the woman wh has Once 


taſted forbidden fruit will have always 


deviliſh kind of hankering after it, or I am 
much miſtaken. Beſides, Olivia is not the 


pretty, gentle, tender foul, you imagine her 


to be: ſhe is all fire and fury, egad.— 


I told you in my laſt, if you remember, 


that I be gan to grow rather weary; and as 
coolneſs 


3 „ „ SY EE CAL LOST WY et a PEIIt* Ps 
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gueſſec which way things were e going; and 
TH aided me ich faddnindiſrnce, 
© Knowing ety - wot, liks « an po KS GI 
general, both the ſtrength of my enemy 
and the ſituation; of my ground, I bravely 
ſuſtained the ſhock, ſtared, her Full j in the 
face with a fort of ironical ſmile, "and dis- 
played my white teeth: then, turning haſ- 
tily from, her to the glaſs on her toilette, MH 
languiſhed a ſecond or two in it, curſed my 
fellow for dreſſing my hair ſo abominably, 
and told her that it was no wonder ſhe ſaw 
an Alteration | in me, as the dreſſing of ny 
head full three 3 inches too low, had given 
A confounded queerneſs! to my features, and 
totally Changed = N in them. 5 


This eech ee wich an unmean- 
ing , while my eyes were ſtill 
fixed 


74 


| EDWARD A8 TELE ths 
fixed on my on dear fights, procufed me 
che appellation of corcomb, "uttered with 


an emphaſis not very agrecable to my ears: 
however, I reſolved to make the moſt of it, 


and therefore, with a profound bow, ſaid, 
As you ſeem diſpoſed, "madam; to be out 
6f temper with me, I cannot poſſibly do a 


better thing than take "myſelf aWays and | 


leave 745 to > your o own | refleQions.” 


__ wie tears, *% "wy it for this I left my 
family and friends, to have thrown my- 
ſelf into the arms of a man who now 
hates and defpiſes me for ſo doing?” 
4 Adimitably en my dear, ſaid I , 
mimicking her; you would make an 
[bangles actreſs! What thunclerin 
ſtorms of rage @ 6 dread, unleſs 7551 
by ſoft deſcending ſhowers” —concluding 
my bombaſt with a loud laugh in her 
| face, ce * it thus, Mr. Aſtell, ry am 


Shay os lt 
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to be treated? muſt che humbleſt, the moſt 
ſubmiſſive love give place to thoſe ill 
natured ſarcaſms which you are vain 
enough to think full of wit, and muſt all 
your tenderneſs (a ſecond burſt of tears) 
give place to contempt.” < Pretty antithe-, 
ſes, by my ſoul, the wit is all on your own 
ide; Fig beat me quite oy: at 12 
ee e 
Lang.” 15 Mr. Aſtell, there is 80 talking 
with you; but when you are ſerious, if ever 
you are ſo again, you will, I believe, you 
mu, allow that you! have wronged me.” . 


0 Who 12 no, by all thar 's tender, I 
ann altogether of another w way of thinking, 
I loved you, and you loved. me, and o we 
loved till we were both tired—ablolutely 
weary—thar' s all, my dear.” 


* Sir—Sir,” ae] ſhe, reddening with 
paſſion, « I won t be uſed fo.” 


ce © You hall 1 uſed "ey as you ones : 
madar,” ſaid 1, e e xch 


£133 
60 « Madam]. Then tis * over,” 


be Surely, Miſs Steel, you c cannot Bs of- 
fended at my treating you with reſpect?” 133 


1 Reſpect! Oh e how that ws 
ſtings me ! had I always reſpected myſelf, 
Mr. Aſtell, I had not wanted any from 
yo: from a man whom but I will keep 
down my reſentment, ſince J perceive it 
only excites your diſdain. What other 
paſſion, indeed, ought I to expect to raiſe 
now when 1 am loſt, ruined, funk} even 
below my, own endu rance? Let . oh, 
Aﬀtell! as 1 have loved you : as I fin | 
good Heaven! can I own ſuch a contemp- 
tible weakneſs? —as I ſtill doat on the 
man who rends my heart ONE” 
me pity me.“ 


| This | 
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This ſoftneſs, Selwyn, I proteſt, melted 
5 am not ill-natured, you know: 
beſides, I certainly loved the girl—I there- 
fore ran to her; and was going to claſp 
her 1 in my. arms, when ſhe flounced from 

crying, No, Mr. Aſtell, every 
ching of that nature is' over between us— 
I ſee my error (ſobbing) though too 
too late: however, I will not a ſecond 
time give you reaſon to inſult me; and 
you may be aſſured I ſhall have ſtrength 
enough, whatever it coſt ws to tear you 
from my boſom for ever.” | 


| Heiey Selwyn, I ſtrove toſooth her, and[ 

| ſwear threw out a number of pretty things, 
tho* J can't juſt now recollect them, 1 

have ſo villanous a memory; but they had a 
not the leaſt effect upon her. She vowed. 
and ſwore that the would leave Windſor 
the next morning and neyer fre me 


T con- 


EDWARD AS TELL. 19 


I éconſidered this ſpeech, I declare, as a 
mere bravado, but ſhe kept her word; 
ordered a poſt- chaiſe, and moved off, bag 
and baggage. However, that ſhe might 
have no reaſon to reproach me, and to con- 
vince her that I had ſome tenderneſs re- 
maining for her - upon my ſoul, Harry, L 

did love her, tho not as I loved Lucy —- 
put bills for five hundred pounds into 
her hand: but the haughty gypſy returned 
them, faying, | „No, Mr. Aſtell, I cannot. 
be obliged to the man ho has ſo gultly 
merited my abhorrence and contempt 

| wiſh, from my heart, that I had never 
known youʒ but ſince my paſt follies can- 
not be recalled, 1 will endeavour with the 
aſliſtance of Heaven, who is witneſs to the 


ſincerity of my repentance, to keep myſelf 
from falling into new ones: be aſſured, 


therefore, that, had I not a ſhilling ; in the 

world, I would not receive a farthing from 

you. It was not your rank or your fore 
FL 3. | tune 
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tune which tempted. me to love you were 
I-perilbing Wich want, nothing but the re- 
turn of that love from you which conſtitu- 
ted all my happineſs, ſnould bribe: me to 
depend upon the man on whom I now 
| look with all! the n he has W * 


1 


With this flouriſh he FRY "TY the 
notes, and left me in an attitude of amaze- 
ment, in which J remained for ſome time 
in a ſtate of petrifaction: and while I re- 
mainedd in it; ſhe got into the poſt- chaiſe ſhe 
had 1 0. drove off like be: 


ning 


* * . 
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1 miſſed * Aa Sr Op I tece- 

vered from the ſhock, I began to think 
that things were in no bad train towards a 
peconciliation with 1 — 


K | What, S. cds. Eee piece of 
| work have you made with Foe girl ! and 


+» 


oF 8 juſt 


EDWARD ASSTEL L. 157 
juſt at the very time when you might have, 
by her means, been able to give me ſome 
intelligence concerning my angel - But 
-I have no leiſure to write any more to 
you at preſent—I ſhall be in town to- 
morrow or next day, and ſuppoſe I thall 
meet you ſomewhere. 


sass sass 
1E T T E R XXVIIL | | 
- Mi Ma to Wide Wynne, 


ow are A my Ane e ? 
L 4A and when ſhall I have the pleaſure 
of hearing from your own n that you 
are „ W 4 TTY SR Jp 

, PUT -{ WIL }HO 28 
oo | Melliſh A been ſo qo as to 
| kt us know that you are better; büt I 


Aae 2% TRI 2108 
Hy want. 
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want.to,h aue the contents of * her letter 
confirmed by th an _ ro wi. 


tt 1195 2 ISN FO 5 n 50d 15 


I uam alſo i impatient to * dint reaſons. 


tur refuſing a man ſo univerſally eſteemed 
as lord Selwyn, and for whom you diſ 
covered every mark of approbation. When 
a woman refuſes a man ſhie cannot love, 
however deſerving,” nothing is to be won- 
dered at in her conduẽt; but when the re- 
jects the man whom ſhe really prefers to all 
others, while ſhe allows that he is deſerv- 
ing of her, our aſtoniſhment muſt natural 
ly be excited, and her conduct muſt ap- 
pear extremely enigmatical.— Intimate as 
lord Selwyn is with Mr. Aſtell, I have not 


nimous in their ſentiments with regard to 


women: OO as it is now out of my 
SIE riß þ fro 


„This letter i is Hs. * «x no e 
F e 10 the fiery... 
* 7 — 1 3 5 42 8 a 
| POWer 
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EDWARD ASTEL L. 1353 
power to noquatt che ret th hour mo- 
tives for refuſing his frietd, of 'whom! he- 
ever ſpoke in the moſt-exalted terms, and: 
as your behaviour ſeems to be myſterious, 
my Harriot, let me be truſted with your 
reaſons for acting thus, to all appearance, 
contrary both to your intereſt and your in- 
elination. The requeſt 4 aſk is a debt due 
to friendſhip, and I believe I ſhall juſtly 
be offended if you with hold the payment 
of it to me you well know how ſincerely 
I love, honour, and eſteem you, and 
therefore, cannot be ſurprized at my ea-- 
gerneſs to be favoured with n age 
COUNCIL N n 2 15 
42 am winch afraid es | 
falfe delicacy, has made you diſcourage 
the addreſſes of a man to hom you cannot 
help being ſecretly attached: when I am in- 
formed of your delicacies,” my dear friend, 
_— may; perhaps, have addreſs endugh'to- 
. H. 5; | | make 


r , ‚ 


| thould be glad to make both him 
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wake y you look upon them, i in a very diffe- 
rent e the FRnury of this 118 


in 


NA. Selby is 3 oY his for, and. 
I am perſecuted by the former to, accept 
of the latter, who, I really believe, has 
too ſincere an eſteem for me to wiſh 
me to act in direct oppoſition to my in 
clination at leaſt he tells me fo, while "of 
ſighs at not having the power to touch 
my heart, He behayes with if much 
tender reſpect, and fo, much true delica- 
cy upon this aukward occaſion, on which 
ſo much of the latter is required, that I 


friends as happy as they ought to be made 
: by me. But what ſhall I ſay, my amiable 
friend? We are not always capable of do- 
- Wk our. duty with a good grace, and I 
- think. I ſhould be greatly deficient in my 
duty 


8 « 
W- 4d « S ; * 


_ EDWARD, ASTELL. 


OM M7 10-Y HK = T £4 - Op 
duty to marry a man for whom I feel no- 


thing except eſteem, —\ ö 151 infaruate ed heart 
here revolts againſt my reaſon— —In return. 
to this implicit confidence give me your ſe⸗ 
cret thoughts without IAIN and with- 


out t delay, unboſom yourſelf to 
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The Hon. Edward Aſtell to Lord Selwyn. 
n nee e 7e hn, 
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a Berkley Square. 
TO W Worookingly unlucky 5 11 uſt when 


1 expected to meet you in London 
you, are gone nobody knows where - 
what do you mean by muzzing in the 


| country when all the wor Id is coat? t. to 
. town. for the winter ?—Bur thou Vert eber 
f H _—_— 4-1 ACOG) as 
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as unfaſhionable in thy motions, as thou 
art. exemplary in thy morals, and amiable 
in thy manners. I have often thought it 
ſtrangely unaccounfable that'a man cannot 
be good and agrecable - pſhaw : that's not 
my meaning neither — for thou, Selwyn, 
art both: I juſt before ſaid ſo: but I de- 
ſigned to have ſaid that a man can hardly 
be ſo ſcrupulouſſy exact as you are in your 
notions about honour, as yau call it, &c. 
and at the ſame time ſo eaſy, ſo. aſſured, 
ſo degagee as I am. But I will not make. 
compariſons: they are always odious, moſt. 
frequently unjuſt: however, fuch fellows. 
as myſelf generally are ſucceſsful with the 
women. To prove my aſſertion: I have 
been in town but three days, and I have 
made aconqueſt already, to borrow a phraſe 
frorm the lady's vocabulary. She is a lovely 
creature; I ſwear: ſuch a pair of eyes! they 
: bfolutely; dazzle mine 10 look at them. 
n tell-youi - ö 
[31.21 | BH came- 
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T came to town, you muſt know; fatigued. 
and unfit for company, ſo wert inoeg. to 
the play. The green- boxes are the only 
places upon theſe octaſions; one can be in 
them quite at one's eaſe.— While I was 
lolling indolently, and diſplaying my pers 
fon at full length upon the benches, two 
females, whom I had not yet had leiſure to 
obſerve, turned about at my making ſome 
buſtle, and one of them diſcovered the 
ſweeteſt rnb A er 
—1 ever am 4 — 


F 1 bo eee into chat with them 
you know my familiar manner and 
found chem both converſible: the prettier 
of the two ſuſceptible enough. I would: 
have waited on them home, but my Beauty 
oppoſed. my offer ſo ſtrenuouſſy, that there 
is, I ſuppoſe, ſome jealous-pated monſter in 
the way: ſome old Argus, III lay my life 

— However, I have appointed to meet 
| 7 them 
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them in a night or two at the ſame place. 


I'm ſure I've done ſome execution, for the 


latter drew back her hand at parting with 
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fair way ger. heart : 2 0 you are ech an 


ignoramus: you know nothing of theſe 


things. Poor Harry I have juſt diſgo- 
vered, by the means of your fellow, that 
you are at Bath; London, I ſuppoſe, is not to 


be borne now — Harriot is unkind Poor: 
Harry again.—If you had only ſtaid, child, 


till I came to you, I ſhould have given you 


2 leſſon, by which you might have gain- 
. ed the fineſt woman in town by this 
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ov n conceited, Empa 1 
1 er! how dare you, Aſtell, of all men, q 
to ieh to reign with ſuch deſpotic | 
Power among the women, after having q 
been ſo gloriouſly, ſo fairly flung, by the | 


moſt loyely, the moſt deſerving of her ſex ? 
Tou cannot triumph till you have con- 
quered Lucy Muſgrove. Know, Aſtellꝭ I 
laugh, yes, I laugh at your preſumption; 
and ſince neither reaſon nor perſuaſion can 
make you good for any thing, I abſolutely, 
ito. make uſe of one of your own expreſſions, 
_pity you, for being ſuch an abandoned cox- 
comb: nay, you grow worſe, you are be- 
come a downright libertine, Till now I 
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only booked upon you as a meer flirt, (A 


very Eeſpicable « character by che way) but. 
vou contimie to act ir in ſo criminal a man- 
ner, you will be in a little while a diſgrace 
to ſociety, and. I ſhall be aſhamed to have 
any connection wit a wretch beneath even: 
my contempt.— Severe, however, as I am, 
Aſtell, I'feel for you as a friend: I pity 
you, and as a friend to mankind wiſh to: 

ſee you in a better train of thinking. For 
what ſhort-lived, unſubſtantial pleaſures, 
(your preſent purſuits cannot afford any 
others) do you give up ſenſe and virtue, 
renſon and honour ? What laſting ſatis- 
factions can poſſibly ariſe from a voluptu- 
ous intercourſe with a variety of women. 
oveleſs and unendeared ?” One hour 
of elegant ſentimental converſation with. 
ſuch a woman as Lucy Muſgrove, yields. 
more ſincere delight than a whole ſeraglio 
of beauties can give by the diſplay of their 
W without feeling the 
od Night- 
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lighteſt affection for him to whom they are 


el, JO. fOQT M9001 vino 


proſtituted. We can receive no true plea- 
| 2) Wien 
ſure except our hearts ar are touched, a d that, 


ITE 


Lucy has touched your heart 1 firmly | be- 5 


lieve Beſides, Aſtell, | have! ou no com- 
paſſion for the poor creatures whom yo ou. 
daily. deceive by, your, flattery 5. have you 
neyer reflected that by ſedueing the incl. 
vations of a woman whom you cannot. 
eſteem in return, you are as criminal as a 


highwrayman, and as cruel as a murderer; 
The ſports of the libertine afford a barba- 
rous enjoyment, becauſe it muſt ariſe fro 


the miſery uf the object from whom it 


ſprings . Conſuler therefore before it is too 


which you have been guilty: but I vuld 
not have you think of ever regaining the 
affections of Miſs Muſgrove'z ſhe is ſo infls' 


nitely ſuperior'to you, that you muſt not 
"Ee * any pretenſions to her. 
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The Hon. Edward Altel to Lord Selwyn, 


REALLY aſe my. own dns 
neſs: I really wonder how I can have 
patience to correſpond with a man who 


yet when I conſider that the man who takes 


ſuch liberties is my ſincereſt friend, all re- 
proaches are huſbed, and I feel chat I muſb 


eſteem him for his corrections, tho? at the 


ſame time I ſmart under the keeneſs of them. 


| — 1 hate myſelf, abſolutely, Selwyn, by 


compariſon: had you more; failings; I 
ſhould love you better, becauſe I ſhould re- 
vere: you leſs; but you are, as you ſay of. 
Lucy, ſo infinitely ſuperior to me- Ohl how 
Ilove to hear her thus ſpoken of, thus prail- 
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ed !—deareſt adorable creature ! never, 
never ſhall I ſee thy equal! But away 
with this whining it leſſens me in my own 
opinion, and lowers me confoundedly in 
yours let me proceed with my narrative 
—Say what you will to me, Harry, you 
have ſuch an abſolute aſcendant over me, 
that I cannot open my heart to any man 
heron bot you —Well then= 

My fair crerars} whom I fell! in with at 
the play, happens to be married, and to a 
man whois fond of her; yet the pretty lit- 
tle devil would, I am ſure, give him up for 
me; but I am not the wicked fellow, Sel- 
wyn, you take me to be. My conſcience 
forbids me to ſeparate wives from their 
huſbands— becauſe thoſe huſbands may 
make repriſals by and bye. *Tis a fweet 
pretty creature, however, Iſwear: ſhe ſighs 
and looks ſo full of love, and while ſne 
* me to ſpare her, graſps my hand fb 

= tenderly; 
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5 de, = had not fortune thrown ano- 
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ther 'bevitching | female in my way, I would 
e i myſelf againſtſo powertul a 

Being willing to exhibit myſelf to, my 
charming conqueſt; in all my glory, I dreſ- 
ſed i In the very higheſt ſtyle, and went to 
the opera, where 1 knew ſhe was to be. 
We met, and While we were totally enga- 


Fe.) with esch \ fin, 20 Wei come 


J arAier O44 
"She Glo aur gn 6 2 moment.” ni 
certainly, yout 2. fait acheuie—My hair, 
ay, and my: —— —— 

gout.— Now, I know fellows: of your Keri. | 
ous and ſentimental turn ſneer at what you 
call the parade of appearance; but, by my 
foul, Flr 39%, would give half your | 
fl fortune 
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fortune to look only half a as well— 5 -and ſo 
as you cannot come up to us, you think 


you muſtlaugh to keep 54400 other i in COUR- 


tenance, — Poor raſcals ! but to the point. 


Lady Bab, I ſay, fixed upon me for the 
night, and ogled me like any devil—I 
returned her yeux dous moſt cordially, 
while the dear charmer by my ſide hung 
upon me with ſo much jealous fondneſs, 
thatT was perfectly puzzled between them: 
honour, however you ſee, Selwyn, that] 


had not entirely ſhaken off that ennobling 


paſſion—honour, I ſay, Harry, would not 
permit me any longer to purſue a married 


woman, as I could not purſue her with! im- 1 
punity; ſo I began immediately to get rid 
of ny wife, in order to fly with the vtmoſt 


+ DV © 


"rapidity i into che arms of my widow, 
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Lord Aimwell was with ber b | 
friend next to thyſelf. Iſaw the way, TO 
fore, 
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fore, 7 clear ö before me: yet J could not 
handſomely quit Mrs. Beal till the enter- 
tainment was over; nor appear, at leaſt, in 
the box with lady Bab; while ſhe was in 
the /bouſe; and out of it ſhe certainly had 
not the ſlighteſt deſire to remove. I made 
continual complaints of the crowd and the 
heat. In ſhort, I had ten thouſand fidgets, 
and would have given a joint of my finger 


to have got from this love-ſick thing, 
whom, but a few days before, I Was half 
gant to oe at; . variable is man! 


he St 0 Doi 0 "300 


{pleas that het more impatient I & 
grew, the more quiet he ſat, I Cen teſolved 
to turn the tables upon her, and to try the 
ſtrength of my impudence. 1 became ri- 
diculouſſy fond, as we were in 4 public 
place: I lolled on her ſhoulder, nay once, 
abſolutely kiſſed her, While T affected to 
er Or her way 
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\iShobked at ſo groſs an impropriety, ſhe 
ſtarted, in ſpite of all her 1engreſſe for me, 
drew f up a little, and began to be leſs fa- 
miliar, that ſhe might make me Rs a 
decent Alkane. } 3: | 
lt t was my wank n NT to be piqued 
at this aſſumed indifference : 1 FOR 
page ek 11 

264513; Aoil- 

The opera d Was over. N 3 nill 
watched my motions, and remained i in her 
box. Determined to be with her in a mo- 
ment, I ſeized, Mrs. Beal's hand, and of- 
fered to 1 her out. 5 

She 2 tack and. With, a look of - 
rious di fapprobatjon, told me, that her 
coach, was not come up, and that there 
was no occaſion to be in ſuch haſte. | 


15 Diſtracted at this melt unſeaſonable de- 
lay, I began to grow quite angry, and re- 


ſalyed to make a Howaright quarrels ſinice 

I und that nothing elſe would de. 1 
therefore · ald: her. iat L bad not . 

her to be of ſe capricious a diſpoſition; 

but that ſince I was now certain the * | 
meant to trifle. with, me, ; ſhe ould not; be 

ſurpriaed if. I'left, her to act gaſt as ſue 
chought proper; and ſo; ; without ſtaying 

to hear her reply, flew, to lady Bab's hox, 
whoſe bright eyes grew more dazzling at 
my approach.— I made Aimwell odnber, 
me to her 28 
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= - * FI as 1 was in (ak heightof 5 — 4 | 
| with her, I accidentally turned my bed 
| towards that part of the houſe in which 1 
[] | had left Mrs. Beal, and ſaw her faintingdn' 
| the arms of a female friend who accom- 


Pang her. N bent e ei 
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to join in 
the laugh with lady Bab, when ſhe faid, 
See, ſee, Mr. Aſtell, the lady with whom 
you have been all this evening is in fits. — 
The lovely cunning gypſy felt her conſe- 
D rene W make the moſt 
Of it. bots to TY. TTY 3 N 1 
I fhould have gone, however, to Mrs. 
Beal's aſſiſtance, — 1 was wrong; 
yet I ſwear, I did not well know how to 
manage matters, without riſquing the lots 
of one of them: bur I believe, as T have 
fneſſed, I thall, after all, keep them both. © 
We are ſometimes horribly embarraſſed” 


upon theſe-occaſions. I have been more 


than once unfortunate enough to be too 


2greeable. Don't you laugh at my edre- 11 
- Yor. I. l | olcus 
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giousvanityà I know you do; but n 
matter. Vou would give half your . 
to be but à quarter ſo well with the women 
as Lam, However, right or wrong, I 
ſtaid where I was, had the happineſs to lead 
lady Barbara to her chair, and to be invited 


to nen her ths next — 
E ! Abr 31 [OTH ITS 10 29 1 g 


adler went, and had a e editions lter a- 
70 in her apartment: after having ſpent 
near four hours with her, we both ad- 
journed to our toilettes, in order to make 
ourſelves fit to be viſible in the evening. 
1 _— to am where! had ae: | 


* R 1 
x » White 1 "wy at Mrs. Commode's rout, 
a letter, brought to my houſe by a chair- 
man, was delivered to me by my ſervant. 
It contained the faden lines: 


. 
11 itt # 


55:8 Phe PERS cruelty af your eb 
Viour laſt ES has been of the utmoſt 
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lervice to ne; ſince it has faved me from 
being guilty of a weakneſs; that, I“ am 
certain (had it been poſſible» for you to 
remain conſtant) I muſt have for ever de- 
plored; as having a heart not deſtitute of 
ſenſibility, I ſhould: have ſeverely re- 
proached myſelf for having deviated from 
the duties of my ſituation. I thank Heaven, 
therefore, that with the thouſand amiable 
qualities which gain you ſo many admirers, 
you have one alſo belonging to you, which 
renders you as certainly contemptible in a 
very. hort time. I ſhould not have ho- 
noured you with any farther notice, were 
I not apprehenſive that you might miſcon. 
{rue my fainting. to the power, you had 
over me; that apprehenſion got the better 
of my. preſent diſguſt: but know, Sir, to 
your diſappointment, that the loſs of you 
gave me no diſturbance: it was the anguiſh 
1 felt at having fo nearly rendered myſelf 
for ever wretched by my own folly, Which 
gay. 1 La dein ft 000k 
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PO ERS! me: I was not in the leaſt 
Frodbled"ari your "deſertion'sF only ſtink 
under 'the ſhame of having appeared fo 
madly [actefity to m/ o ruin; but 1 


am, with grateful acknowledgments to you, 


ſafe, and fer mfr quite happy in Having 


| Had ſo narrow an eſcape, and in knowing 


chat 1 can; from this hõur? truſt fue 
vith K g eatkr cht din thin Mr. Aſt 
cate? can BE SüHd, eThOuL WE mR 


if a 
2 Alt 4h Pplchenftons ef #ny dufgtr on 


| comers rst au- nion von gig 


pid y eber Hear fuch'a deri? Bur he 
3s — It" down by my lexving 
Her for lady Fab; and if I dom t make lier 
moe Fault cr me than ever; then ſay 1 
AN nötfüng of che matter indeed. 
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VO are lo, very preſſing, my dea ear 
* Lucys and. inſiſt upon having ſecret 
for-ſecrets.} fo-ſtrenuovlly,, that, 1, ſcarce 
know: howto refuſe Jou: tho! if w hat 
am now going to write ſhould be diſcovered, 
in vil ſo much ĩneraſe my preſent unhap- 
Sill that Lam.almoſt afraid to venrure 
| of it: not that J. Hape 
wy Wehe cancernin gur diſcretion, l 
am ſure. gan end Aon 32 g * 


you very juſtly obſerve, there is no danger, 

at preſent, of lord Selwyn's being informed 
of it, becauſe you have no longer any con- 
nections with his friend. However, I 
would poſtpone this deſired information, 
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had I any, hapes of, ſeeing you; but the 
ſitter of Mrs: Melliſh, Mrsi Grant, is come 
trom Ireland, and in ſo bad a ſtate of 
health, that the Bath waters have been re- 
commended to her. My aunt, therefore, 
is preparing to attend her to Bath, and 
with the greater ſatisfaction, as ſhe fancies 
that a new place, with new Objects, may 
remove the dejection under which I have, 
tor ſome time, labquredz;:and of vhich 
but L muſt again intreat you to make no 
mention of. 1 it, not Wen, b -ger own ex- 

int father and mother, eſpecially to my 

aunt—this i is; chew. earl; to: tell you that I. 
have. = higheſt eſteem, nay enn . 
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what, ou have And guclid " b my. 
letters relating to hun; but to tell you that. 
for thoſe, very 1gaſons ] have refuſed the. 
honour he would haye done me, may poſ- 
ſibly ſurprige you, yet it is true. From my 
increaſu 8 wich him, and parti- 
LRA | cularly 
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cularly from what he in cbüßdence related 
to Mr. Aſtell, I am certain that he lilted 
me well enough to marry me; but as le 
has always believed, that I had, From my 
firſt acquaintance with him, a mean deſign 
upon lis fortune, my acceptance of kit 
offers would un;loubtedly confirm the in! 
jurious belief: I therefore, reſolved; wha: 
cver Iſuffered upon the occaſion,” to ref 
peremptorily what, at the ſame time, would 
have made me compleatly happy in this 
world. I dare not truſt my good aunt 
with the motives by which Jam actuated, 
et he may, from her extreme affection 
for me; and from a ſtrong deſire to ſeems 
ſo well married, be proffipted'ro"give tip” 
a larger ſhare'of her fortune to me thin fie" 
ought,'T' know, to part with in her lie 
time. Theſe, my Lucy, are the" only fed 
ſons which have induced me to act: with" 
ſuch apparent inconfiſtency; and 1 EH td. 
well aſſured tliat the rectitude bf yo i 
e 14 heart 
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Heart will het permit you to'conds einn me. 
Auma, indeed, aK me why, I encou- 
agel lond Selwyn's inclinatibn for me, if 
Iimeantfnot 40 gratify it? But I declare 
| :folemnly,, that I did not, at Hirſt, imagine 
| he thought IL had any deſign, upen him: 
and for mi farther excuſe, let me add an 
aſſertion to hich you will, I dare ſay, ſub- 
ſeribe; that hen once a man becames very 
- agreeable: tous, e ar e not immediately 
apt to apprehend . cheꝛniorſt conſequences, 
ou wWillzalſo perhaps, telli me, ain the 
_ «warmth gf;youririendſlip far methat had 

J matriecd my lord, the fincerityiof myaf-· 
„ fection Would have i ſaon convincedichim 
:that-;tendemeſs dor bümſe lf excluſ vf 
his ran andi fortune Was MAionly motive 
„for becoming: his witez but; men, even the 
Auhsſt, my: dear, are not, alays to be con- 

vinced: they haye their Prei udices a8, MEII 

as Wes: and what wretchednęſs ſuperior to 
thay hich I at preſent feel, muſt I have 
rw MH endured, 


nol. 3:2 10 101441. 


EDWARD. AST ELI 377 
Am U nal bord Belwyn feill ſuppofed me 


tahave acbed meerly from inceteſted views? 


And had I Ever had'tourage to declareinly 
true reaſon for refuſing hini/uhight he hüt 
have deſpiſed me in his heart? Aud tight 
not ſuch a declaration Rave frengthefed 
the fuſpicions he hae beföre entertaihec 


No, my friend, I Wees, ſuſ- 
pected of deceiving” was man 1: love. Let 
-ecdoſe/hily? for every} but let him, ll 
have n reaſoh dere ee have 


written ſo much, at your! requeſt indeed, 


about myſeif, that I have hardly roof to 

add amy hing more than my realiregret at 
not being able to ſee you, and repeated in: 

Junẽtions with regard to ſecrecy, 'inviblable 
ſeerecy: remember theſe words; m dear 
1 and believe me to remain 


Not acerelyz oſt ar 5 
ee eh e Touf's, 55 
Leihe N 


1 L E T- 


abdut my intentions to impoſe upon him? 


Ws 
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„ Aſtell, IJ would 
fa c. chat gives 
me ſo Kttle pleaſure, from ies exhibiting 
you in the moſt Shared ch 
the man whom I wiſh to call my friend can 
be placed, were. not you alone acquainted 
with all the turnings and of my 


Ind Ougent aneceſſity to ſay ring 
either write or di. 
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-- Would you believe it, Afeell ?— She is 
e ſhe is now in this city, at- 


. 


 , y # a 5 'S 2 
5170 4 > 4 tending. 


EDWARD ASTEDLEL rg. 
tending a ſick relation of her aunt's—but. 
what a change is there in her whole perſon ! 
She was a fine, lively, blooming brunette; 
ſhe is now pale, emaciated, and dejected 
E beyond. expreſſion: yet, never Was the, 
"of think, half ſo agreeable, She knew not, 
I am verily perſuaded, of my ; being here, as 
ſhe appeared exceſſively confuſed at our firſt 
meeting in the pump: room, alternately 
looking pale and red, red and | 
expected to fee” her lifeleſs at my feet; fe 
ful all the while to accoſt hen, leſt I ſhoukd 
add to the emotions which the ſight of me 
} occaſioned t but the 18 now ſo recbneiled 
to me that we converſe with freedoi upon 
ell forts” of ſubjects tlie oe "excepted, 


which I moft Want to enter pH TE 


ity Which this place allows Hh 


which, indeed, cannot Vell Be-aV6idel HS 
thus brought us together; and were I as vain 
as you, Ned, Thould eFH that TH TArribt was 
aAtogether Hp ift having me perpetunib 
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180 1 HISTORY fre How, 
dfteavheraideridininichonbever; that fte is 
much, more chrarful than whefb ſhe firſt 
gamkoherr ocher tountenattce Is extremely 
cleared upp nud fie feives w boi 
ee e- hh mn {converſe Withi il 

ſexmning to ahſet ve wir 
por e e eee 
But, to,confeb che truth, tis une peel 

5 Fencontres: together with the pleaſiire, 
a to ſaycrapture} which the apparently 

At the ſight wf me, has ſe inereaſcil 
eben for her, that if ſhe intends 
\ngt ig he kinder than the has yer bene 
Mall be more diſappointed chan ever 
5ſt 28 11rd rn 00% 37 22183 Io alt: 
A She hasgainetl a ſeriousudmirer ince hey 

Afivali bete, Ia mah oft wit! and fortune; 
Vor cho! ſhe-mever encouraged him in pub. 
Ves hy paying bim any particular civilicies, 
N95: admitted img Ia believe, 10 private 
viſits; he made hr an offer wluch fe . 
men e * and Was iim. 
voY diately 
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EDWARDAQSSPER TIL iB 
diately ceiccdecl o l ieed him 00 with 
a ſatisfacticin / whith [evidetalyſhewed The 
as Hleaſed to havr: iti her por colt me 
ſer har he was dart prefckred k mer Ffbv. 
my heart thanked her for this conſſdera- 
N tion EI en ventuted to hinvhe-pleaſtre 
bu behaviour ge me bui ſtie only reph- 


db watadighs; axipcaringy, however, T. at tlie 
eotime, with ſuch additional charms, 


am 
i chat, I ardently; labged-to devour the Ups 
thro which: ſhe breathed ig As we were 
by ourſelves, at that moment, I did ſeize 
her hand, with! tranſport unutterable; and 
Pr inted a, thoufand Kiſſes on it⸗ befole 
ſhe could take it from me: but as ſhe 
bluſbed exceedingly;:andiſcemed 6 be dil. 
congerted at. this freedorn, :I .checked® 
rapftures, io I did great 'violefice to f 
inclination by: correcting them White 
gan be the meadinglof this unare table 
: conduct. F, LWifh ig could berexplhiried.it 
Ace and enough of my Affairs. 11 


YL hani, Tou 


182: HISTORY of the Hon. 
Lou are a ſad fellow, Aſtell however, 
if you have the leaſt tincture of virtue re- 
maining, think no more of Mrs. Beal; 
whether her note is dictated by jealouſy 
or repentance, leave her: ſhe - has given: 
you an admirable. opportunity to do ſo; 
take advantage of ! it, therefore, and ſave 
both, yourſelf and her from a. criminal acbi- 
on, ar which a man of the ſmalleſt reflecti- 
on, and of the leaſt honour, would ſhudder. 
There are women enough ready to ſatisfy 
all your Joe defires you are under no 
| neceſſity of violating both human and di- 
2 lachs, for che gratifica ation of the 
Think only, for a moment, how you wou 
feel, iy your "wiſe's character“ was Owe | 
and 15 affections alicnated ; and ts; p ere 
Fa is to late at ttempt r not by Alte its 
the harmony o of their domeſtic lives, 1 to ren- 
der two people viretched, who, undiſturber bed 
by, you, may ſpend c their days perke | rfectly ſa: 
ed with each other, nor boaſt of 3 our 
yo” 
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8 n while on make 


4 * — ” * 


Y o- Go ills no Jotiges: defervitg 9". 
favour; ; and were Lucy at this time to re- 


lent, 1 myſelf would tell her that you are 
not worth her berg notice. DS 1 
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0 Miss Wynne to Mis Mulgrove. 0; i 

1 OW ſirangelytt things ARES When 
141. vent to Bath with ſo much reluct- 
ance, little did 1 think of meeting lord Sel- 
wyn there. Shall I confeſs toyou; my dear, 
that the renewal of our acquaintance has 
been ſuch a cordial to my ſpirits, that I for- 
get my. lineſs and every thing elſe How 
enſible, how tender, how amiable be! is! 
1 be, . rranſport, 2 1 ſtill reign un- 
| - : rivalled 
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«dr „IIA ILE A UAL . 
g $4 . HS OR p2h,.the SEA SW 
viveallentcintii beabt;aand chaverng joy but 
3aipleafihg:him 07 yetz] cahnot expett this | 
Joyrto flaſt S Nis chuet EKH nor he long 
4may! ſtay bebe, ur I. may teaſonably 


imagine that he will ſoon leave us. 
I have get another laver.; but zfter lord 
Se yn, who can pleale,, Xpu mey, beifpre 


I cannot liſten to any body except him on 


Abe er-. segen 
be tranſported at my keeping myſelf diſ- 


engage nd diſgovered higſatpfaption in 


a manner which touched me exceſſively. 
Of my Loy? Fold Pete with you 
Het I do not. wiſh to leave Bath while 
Ford Sehiyn cone U Ss it. [AV maps 


DOR G3 Set Boy Nn Hed; 


2M ii AW, at F. 0 210 E Hl. 
30 19255 fo 792. Fe Ons ech vou fangt 
11 Ke Sel Mo Def Py bs ak, of-him. as | 
Sn NI JO ga . 
5 1 a e dhe SIPs 


ation metimes conquer re = 


F the latter ought to prevail. 


EDWARD ASTELL. 18; 
We ot 2s 1 FN TE Ae ; thi 
Selwyn i his tea friend die wſhas ita (cure 
him vi qus foibles, Land to midkg dũm die 
dmſelf f every thing that's gbd nd amia. 
ble and I wiſh, for yourdake, that he ma 
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I HAVE kept your ſecret 3 55 
half angry with you for having ſo fool- 


ith a one to truſt, me Wich. Forgive; me, 


0 779 


riot; bur you may "mn ry. a, man nan of 
Jord Schryti's excellent chargctet ae 2 cas 


g [apprehenſions. 5 Relicve me 


be a got yencure in 4 wo aß dhe mers 
1015 gor 
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not his confidence. Four ſentiments, Tal- 
low, are noble, uncommony ſo; but were 
he certain of the ſincerity of your affection, 
he would ſoon be convinced of the value of 
ſuch a heart as yours. © In my 7 opinioh you 
give unneceſſary: pain both to him anti to 
yourſelf. Poſſi bly, you may, in your turn, 
diſapprove of my behaviour to Selby ; yer 
I cannot love bim—I have tried, Harrid 

— tried to no purpoſe. He is, however, 
ww. Attkhitive; fo very Adtidüs td LAG? 
that he has deſervedly a great ſhare of my 
compaſſio on. He is, certainly good? why 


MED 6 | {Da /a pity that 
goodneſs and d agrecablenfs ſhould ever be 
parted! ut . 80 F. 
70 4 72117 EXE 10 2 farr 9 TC Aar 1. 


Nr father i is dure hid up with tie 
and therefore; ds T have ſo _ 

time for writing, you muſt make alls 

ae l and not mt _ ov pen. 
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7 OUR laſt les not. an e 
el that part of it, I mean, which relates 
ren me; and if I could, any way, help 
feeling the affection for you which has, I 
Know not how, abſolutely bewitched me, 


ever ſinee I knew you, I would throw you 
from me, as a poor ſpiritleſs creature, dead 
t all the delicious Joys of love. But Ido, 


love thee, Selwyn, poſitively love thee, or 
elle—— Came, confeſs, however, that you 


have quite - loſt hour girl by that cool in- 


pliance with--her- idle caprice. She may 
refuſe you, but, take my word for it, ſhe 
loves you all the while to madneſs: : now, 
A 23 | | let. 


difference, and that tame ridiculous: cori 
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let me eee, any woman, in ſuch a ſituatian, 
Hh Mylgrove alqne exgepted, refule me. 
mh yep, could ge how I manage la- 
dy Barbara I haye taken poſſeſſion not 
oply.of the rwomaa herſelf, but of every 
thing belapging to her. She is a fine crea- 
tune, upon my, ſoul. and; Jo; paſſionately 
fopd, chat let meidie E I. cam fell how. 40 
gd nid. cf her, or make her ſenſible of the 
Not of keeping a becaming diſtance 
in public, When women are n Tho- 
Topghly, in-loves these. no ſhaking them 
off; they, aftually, grow.rimmentaly tous 
bee Wh now,: Treally might: as 
WH becmarcicd to hers forthe does ſa hang 
EPO Irm Mhereisare vn, going; 
A 61 happen 1 eave berg for, g 
Apnmentg u. Well .but you, wou't; NN? 
nafe-392:han'7or L hen in a. fo vice, 
Tau knowLcan's flir i choht vu 
Wit, nen e * me to Soha 
Wainghs;; * SA ASBRET theſo 


0014 amorous 
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amorotis worrien Are tet Une Wöfſe thin: 
wives, becdüſe the keep/ndthicafurts Ar all, 
either zu Publle r pribite? Gilly d kr 
of it is: hen ofiee Tarfied liefe 18 f 
ting free but by deach, er elſe I don't KHW 
a more deſirable girl for #' — 5 
panion than Lucy Muſgrove; ſſie is fo de- 
litatsly tender, and poſſeſſed of a modeſt 
tithidity that will always prevent her from 
raking any of thoſe odious familiarities 
which blunt the edge of appetite even in 
the moment of rapture/— Never; nd hexer; 
fou I be weury of a woman whoſe co 
: verſation was equal to her beatty, who Was 

| cipable of inereafingher powersof alluring 
by A a petpetual and enchanting 8 vakiety a 
But w/ do Tthink 6f her whom T habe df 
fencled beyond allreparation!- — Vet if ne 
new /niy heart if the knew how Heere 
regret the loſs of her eſteem, and HoWwillidig- 

h oe very wiltinghy; 1 Would hike any 
Kind of fubmifnn red dtäred bf me"? 10 


Dorne know 


know not, Harry, what I feel when I re- 
flect on the virtues of this excellent girl, 
and on my own egregious follies 
Theſe reflections are attended with others 
of a more ſerious nature: I never think of 
Lucy without finding myſelf the better 
—— „ ſhe but forgive me, * 
ſhould,” certainly become a n V crea- 
ture But I muſt get out of theſe N 
aan een or 15 Hall | "be "tg 


AA 


4 37 ; 19] 8 
exiſtence. | 


FL your EP as I ſaid: h wirs 
you, ay, loves you tenderly: there muſt be | 
Tame ſecret cauſe of her affected indifference 
to marriage Which you have not yetdiſcover- 
eds ſome prior attachment, from which ſhe 
cannot diſengage! herſelf, which prevents her 
from, accepting of your generous offers, 
and which gives her a great deal of un- 
cadineſs. 57 Were Lin, . Place I would 


Ki 


| ſoon 
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ſpnfind it out. believe I ſhall came 
don to Bath. 201 i 40 NA 9/1 Þ; £30 Yo, 
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Me ite ly More  wretc ed than, 1. ex. 


pected to be. 
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Lord Selwyn alles 5 5 Rack. 
1 could not hide my concern when he 
mentioned his intended departure to me. 
He law my diſtreſs, and ſo far took ad- 
vantage of it as to repeat his wiſhes that, 
I would no longer refuſe him: but had 1 
accepted of him then, my diſtreſs would 
have appeared meerly artificial No, Luey, 
I love with too much delicaty to marry 

. | 4M 


1*¹ TORT Wis nes. 


that I love him, excluſive of all merce- 
nary dcrififleratiens, I will thedrfully-con- 
ſent to be his: but as I am not in a Way 
to give him we ſatisfaction, I cannot be 


free from, al bleſſed the hour in 
which J came hi e lam likely 

remain here) as ſoon, as I; ſaw 1 m, lord 
but now, on his talkir of a removal From: 
hence, my heart inks with ſorrow and deſ. 
pair. I. cannot write any more at pre- 
ſent Such a ſhort letter, indeed, i 1s hardly- 
worth, our ii but Pray. BY TI: 
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TOUT tome hither at ink 
flit 4Hotigh) Tant Boing te Udit a 
pier which enlh ters me fill more 
* 10 Fam neter 0 Have Har- 
ride it wal“ Be much Wiler tö leave her, 48 
he certainly grows" mbfte and Hire upbn 
md every hotre Sti affüftd W Keel * 
that ſhe is reſolved not to matrry; Bu oy" 
that alſtirance fborbids ine to tfiflk öf Her. 
In rdkr tõ Corply with het chte, 1 
af dereriitied WR" AY ol Enie 


t0-morrow. 199397 (OY e Matzen 
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194 HISTORY of ithe Hon 
hut gell me, does not your) diſquiet pro- 
cegch from mers ſatiety; on from the ſiglt 
of a newi;dbject?- I well:-know:-your-in- 
ſufferable Vanity, yet am ! to Ban 
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12 am miner, bur | will Kiſh 7 
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oy « am juſt come FRG dig H or 
adieu; the * has affected me 


beyond expreſſion.” J had in my own 


mind reſolved not to take à formal leave 


of her; 3 for upon my mentioning my in- 
tention to go into Chethire, ſhe diſcovered 


fuch emotions, that I, 4 ſecond time, en 
deavoured to perſuade her to be mine, 
to no purpoſe: I thought, therefore, to 


Heal away unhoticed,” as the continual i 
e br And { inet ation for a 


1 woman 
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woman whoſe heart Þ cannot gain, only 
doubles my uneaſineſs, arid as abſence 

might perhaps work à cufe ; bur wWe met 
at the rooms ſhe looked ſo pale, ſo over. 
whelmed with dejection; that J could not 

help wfſhing to enliven her, and ſtrove to 
prove ſuaceſsful by a number of attentions 

which a tender paſſion can alone dictate; 

but ſtrove in vain, as I TR at the ſame 

time of my departure. 


10 When the. h en of | wed the rooms. 
drew near, ſhe role to go. Mrs. Melliſh, 
Who Was: at one of the a 
Kaner WP ſend the chair ak, 

1150 her i the door: uſt, as the was. 
Aepping nter ſhe preſſed my hand 
and fainted. Dst fre 70 ON 591 Ov 
0? 101 9191 mioyods I 2. qu. ꝗ ON ON 
AS, BOLNgs in w lt e bay to call 
1 I had caught, her, in, wy 


TOW -- a arins, 
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arms I aw her recovering therefore, ſeated 
her carefully in the hr, and walked by 
her ſide to Mrs. Melliſtrs lodgings. When 
we arrived I carried © her into the parlour, F, 
and bad the maid bring ſome drops, which 
ſhe took, and thanking'me for the care of 
her, leaned her head upon her hand, and 
gave herſelf up to melancholy, | Which 
touched me very ſenſibly.” My uncaſineſs 
was increaſed, becauſe I knew not what 
methods to make uſe of for god relief. _ 


ths 


We continued ſome time in this embar- 
rafling ſituation. At laſt, finding that 
nothing which I ſaid ſeemed to render her 
mote chearful, and enduring myſelf no 

fall anxiety; 1 determined to 8⁰ from ber, | 
3 T had ſcarce reſolution ſufficient to 
bid her farewel. However, fancying that 
we might be both better aſunder, 1 ven- 
tured, and advanced, uncertain whether I 
was right or wrong, or whether ſhe ex- 
114 8 pected 
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pected, ſoch a motion, to, ſalute PR” 
felt her face wet with. tears; but as ſhe 
made no reſiſtance, , J actualy kiſſed her, 
tenderly ;. and by 1⁰ doing ſo warmed my 
heart, I queſtion if I could have left her, 
had not the. door opened and diſcovered 
Mrs. Mellith. I then, tore myſelf from 
her, while ſhe, with a ſecond preſſure of 
my | hand, and ; in a voice hardly intelligi- 
ble, ſighed. Aer + God bleſs you where- 


ever you _ 


* went, indeed, W I 8 not * 
ic any longe ers for if L had lick Leden 
I hurried, home, ors 9 i into my eder 
in which 1 am now writing. 1 ſhall be at 
Anſecomb's s to-morrow, and ſhall be very 
| glad to receive. a. SAN. from JOY there. 
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TED The Hon Edvard ANell to Lord alen 


d eb Iii DN HHH O85 
HAVE ſen her, Neon 
touc hed her —the dear amiable girl, 
the for- ever determined miſtreſs of my 
heart Oh Selwyn! would you were here! 
et ! mould not have breath td tell 
you: nor will my fingers keep Pace with 


my Eager r wildes bod inforin yo Df my 
a nw eee eve badurftib 


f AXT VSG n Si. 11 Hb Ot \ ifs! Dis 2 13 } 10 


Keſterday lady" Bib: made itte promiſe 
to be at the play with her. hate going 
in form with women, chere is always ſuch 
„ fuls wick them: they take all tlie at- 
tention to themlelves, and no body elſe is 
Minded SST told her I'would meer her. 


5111 b Now, 


EDWARD; AS TELL. 

| Now, you muſt know, I always love to 
break into the houſe i in the very middle 
of the firſt act: by which manæuvre 1 
draw the eyes of all the women upon me 
in an inſtant; and faith 1 have done more 
execution that. way than by any other: I 
can name — Accordingly, dreſſed au der- 
n er golt, and abſolutely, in my own;hum- 
ble opinion, irreſiſtible, I darted into te 
ſide-box, 5 


„ * 17 hs © 
* 
III 


130 


8 


If. © My de ear, Bab, who . me © every 
moment, by, the buſtle. which ſhe mage. 
to accommodate. me with, a place, entirel y 
diſturbed every creature within ſome yards 
of her; and by ſo doing effectually fixed 
all eyes upon me, while, I threw; myſelf 
into the propereſt attitude to exhibit my 
perſon, and to diſplay the elegancies of 
my dreſs to the utmoſt advantage. TI was, 
yo will \readily. imagine, acting a, part 


by which nature has eminently qualified 
WHT ; K 4 me 


288 HISHQR Yeoh Wenden; 
meer] Mas gextaidlx the, Compleat. Fox- 
eemb. isse Atvod ort 503 on Adee 


lob WHY ein 
Clancing my eyes negligent Fo over the 
women, to ke \ What 1 miſchicf 1 might do— 


2531. 20 


Heavens! they ſettled upon Lucy Mu- 


200 we 4139] 


grove, who max wicin a, box or, yoo 
char in whichI as going to ſeat. myſelf 
1 cannot. poſſibly deſcribe the confuſion, 
| the remorſe, the renderne neſs, the tranſport 
which I felt 5 o unexpected, a ſicht 
My arms Fe almoſt lifeleſs by my 


Hde, and I. became, inſtead. of f V. 
kieh-piricd fellow, full of fire and. Ma- 
iche the ramelt, the moſt helpleſs  inani- 
male creature breathing. Never, never, 
NN feel myſelf ſo totally let . down, —I 
4 bod, altogether like a ſtupid Cymon, 


gaping a at the charming cauſe of my em- 
= bers afſament—and— fooliſh puppy as I was 


7 7 ** capable. of t 155 f WY ſtep. ol ger 


my, ſpirits 1 Mie, ideen. have 
19 = — X ap-- 


never felt before, bluſhed exceſſively ; and 


ee bluſhes made a conſiderable addition 
7 Wo IN natural'b mage | | 


— 


ſtored me to myſelf: 1 actually believe, 
Selwyn, chat I alſo bluſhed in refurn for 
| my 'folly—I endeavored t toa atone in ſore 


an indifference which Tabbed, me 0 the 
heart: her father, "and her excellent mother, 


„ Kb. 48 TEl. L. 201 


ed in die aukwardelt light imag) [ 

* whole houſe, gazing away 1 

my very mm Wan 2909 vim AIAG | 
9 Fart 


The Abt creatu re, hocked, no 
doubt, at Wh at ſhe took for an intrepid 
aſſufance, tho' it was really nothing but 
a  melaige of rapturous emotions which T 
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The — of hag! given 1 . 
"much diſquietude to this adorable girl, re- 
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ro 5 ad —— 7-40 F. 
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a reſpe&ful bow, butit it was e with 


to treated me in the fame chilling man- 
K 5 ner; 
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ter; and their con bined coIdneſfs diſcbncert- 
We much chat from a very diſtin- 

Yuiſhed figure, I became of no ſort of cor con. 


Tequenee in my on eyes: I 
both a ſhamed of, and eonfounde 
ſignificancy. I know not whether I ſhould 
have recovered myſelf, had: not Lady Bar- 
bary, whô ſaw how things went=(thele 
wanton women, Harry, are as Jealous as's 
_ [thouſand ''devits)=rallied me in fucli a 
manner as to put me again into the poſſeſ- 
ſion of my ſenſes; tho I repoſſeſſed them 
only to ſee more clearly the wide difference 

between my two charmers: but, gracious 

Heaven, how infinitely ſuperior, not only to 
Bab, but to every her woman, was this di- 
vine Lucy! What an animated complexion 
had ſhe!” what a noble dignity! What 
amiabł fimplicity at the ſame time ap- 
pared in her lovely face, and what a de- 
hrisus languor in her beauteous eyes ! 
kt a bewitehing modeſty in her whole 


a . 
5 3 | 
113 A. ex- 


chanting grace in even motion] Oh]. Har- 
ry, Harry what an angel have I loſt l 
Tet I was charmed, intoxicated, to ſee her 
thus brought before, me: adorned! with a 
thouſand nev / agremens. I again ventured 
to loolæ on her; loſt in tranſporting pleaſure, 
forgot that Ihad forfeited her eſteem 30 1 
forgot . ſurprizing you will ſay, my/e/f, the 
place where, and the perſon with whom:I 
Was; and Jeaning My. head on my hand, 
which feſted on the box, gave myſelf up en- 
tirely to the rapture of gazing on her ſweet 
ees in d : ertris H ow3 vir H πẽ,ẽꝶ 


OT vino Jon NONSTL 32 W 


il Lady Bab, ca . 10 me, Ns 


| laughed aloud t ro wake me from my reverie, 


pulled me by the ſleeve, puſhed. meg all 
t no purpoſe.— I was as immovable; as a 


ſtatue, and kept my poſt till the curtain 


dropped. Then, inſtead of offering my 
_ »afliſtance to the women around, 


2 7 K 6 my- 


cu⁰enapge l. And that en- 
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1 rudely.by them, almo Fort 
bo Barbera, wha was, rendered ee 
thro! anger and aſoniſhment, and-flew to 
the door of the bax hich held Lucy and 
her family. I was juſt, ready to ruſi in, 
and ſeize her hand, but a moment's recol- 
lection made me dread giving any ne of- 
fencg: I therefore, waited their, coming 
out with all the e eagerneſs of impatient | 

loye. 7 | 
12911 109 uc sie tos tools bewoilot I 
At laſt their coach was ee „Mr 
and, Mrs. Muſgrove, the. former taking 
care, of a lady, the latter conducted by a 
gentleman, paſſed me, followed by that Sel⸗ 
by, I haye already mentioned to you, 
ing Lucy: having attended cloſely to Hen, 
I had overlooked him; but felt my heart 
ſwell. with fury at ſeeing him encouraged 
to he with, her upon ſuch terms: for he 
ſpake to her, with a ſmile of tender reſpec; 8 
and ſhe replied. with the utmoſt good bus | 


2 i mour 


lead - % N 2 - 
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wou and complacency. I heard het ſweet. 
ous voice; and; the" what the id. 
was of no conſequel be, as the deteſt no- 
thing, uttered with erat tone and man- 3 
ner, touched the heart of a favoured lover 
wich a peculiar force. I would have ſacri- 
ficed all the women I ever new, nay every” 
hee upon earth, te have been ſo diſtin- 
guiſhedt. 20 fs 913 lie det 390 


* 
, OV { 3 ; 


I followed cloſe, and ſaw. him put her 

| 2 coach, but did not get in after her, 
as there were already five of them: befole 
the carriage moved, however, he Hung 
upon the door, while the' ſpoke” to fim 
with 0. T 


I flood abſorbed inthought refit the bd 
was our of ſight, and wien ictürted t h 
Bab; but ſpiritleſs, chagrined, ſcöncerted, 


and ö out of humour: and her N Pi 
ſhip's 


2 Wo az: 
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Ret rudely.by chem, almoſt. overſet La- 
Ae eee rendęred defenceleſs 

thro! anger and; aſtoniſhmont, and flew to 
| ae door of 15 bas! hic eee | 
and ſeize her hand, bw momen evi 46 97 
lection made me dread: giving any new ef- 
fence 1 therefore waited their, coming 
out with all the eagerneſs of impatient 
loye. ; q 
11 109 mid wet} bas tolls bawgliot 1 
Ar lat cheir coach. was announced. Nr 
and N s. Muſgrove, the. —— 
cars, of a lady, the latter conducted by a 
gentleman, RIC me, followed by that Sel-;: 
by, 1 haye ; already mentioned to you, lead- 
ing Lucy: having attended cloſely to Ben, 
I had overlooked him; but felt my heart 
Gogll with) Fury at ſeing him encouraged 
tO be. with, her, upon ſuch terms: for he 
—— her 2 ft, üs of. tender eee 8 
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9 1 Wabe ſweet” 
ous voice,” and, the what che Hi 
Ber e /7- „ tler alt o. ON. 
— a 6 ain tone and au- f 
ner, touched the heart of a favoured lover 
with a peculiar force: would have ſacri- - 
ficed all the women Jever new / nay every 2 
He upon earth, 6e have been o Liſtin- | 
guiſbed. 1 20 EE CE 316 10 
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ante ng fn; tha Keke 
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1 flood abſorbed inthought till the cock 
was out of ſight, and then etürned td lady” £ 
Bab; but ſpiritleſs, chagrined, e = 


Nog out of humou 4 ant het H 1 
| | be. $ 


N 


4 IM W — 3 —_ — en * 
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e 
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ſhip'looks/very ſoon convinced! me, as 


well as my own feelings, that a i/te-a-tdhe 
would not be the moſt deſirable thing in 
the world: and, indeed, I offered riyy hand 
tocher with A careleſſneſs, which was fufi- 
cient to furniſii her with iolent ſuſpicions 
about my conſtancy, if ſhe had-encouras 
ged none before. .:iSke looked, beonfe:- 
quently, very much piqued, and drawing 
back, ſaid; reddening, No Sir, pray fol- 
bo the lady who engroſſed your attention 


this evening: 154 d m o i οννονN egw 


That is not in my power at preſent, 
madam;” ſaid I, with all that inſolentiſelſ- 
fufficiency ſo natural in a fine young fel 
10% to a 8 re nen e to be 
the@4 10 eplonnibornet cf 20% 


FJ rf. i*r, , r 12 

F 1 — * Fl \ * + $ £3 1 nw YE 498 | 5 F. e Nr } 15 

OR 101 Atti n Ie er gall * 
* 


v ben übe ie ; 24k 
engaged to-night: I ſhall not — myſelf 
e- r in the way of a man who only 
mad 1 © comes 
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comes to me when hes purſuing nobody 


eld dn s 183 egit nwo yo 2s lau- 


ii Ani oids109b om 38h 5d Jon. blyow 


bo] took her ather,word;iſincerely-thanked 
her in my heart for ſo ſcaſonable a diſmiſ- 
fon, and wirha bow, which expreſſed more 
than Þ:<chote 10 fay in à public place, 
ſtepped into my ghar. „itzd nion boy 


ofnws1h bas gn piq ou vise ins 

When I had been eee ts 
quarters of an eee ee, 
was ente to me by her ſervantt. 


Tho- be ed yourſelf un- 
worthy, of my leaſt notice by your ridieu- 
lous behavigur to-night, yet you know: but 
too well your power over me: let me, fee 
you, therefore, immediately; for upon re- 


flection, it is utterly impoſſible for you 


long to prefer that meer country girl to 


1 * 1 
* 9 if 17 11 + + 4 = 8 1 %* ; 
Hobvers vio 13 JON edt 2 Dn 
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Thad no RoinbEH at all to this ſummons: 
knowing, however kat A refuſal would be 
conſtrued into a downright declaration of 
War, and chüflhg; For many reaſons, to Break 
off all Connections with her as quietly as 1 
could; I went to her, and found her alone, 
in all the hotrors of a ſolitaire, ſtretched! 
on her ſopha, angry, fatigued, and gaſping 
for breath, to give vent to the different 
ſenſations which ſeemed to n her 
eee HT er Illo Ut 
No e bud 2} du Wi 13 T2 vv 

T Was! to be ſure, Aber impertinent; 
for cho I fa very clearly that ſhe expected 
-fome ſubmiſſive and tender excuſes for my 
dle thar ſhe was miſtaken in me, and tat 

I had done Ber a favour in coming. But 

there is always ſuch a confounded obſti- 
Hacy in the ſex they never will be con- 
bointediof hr neg en are” N 
cy 5g81 213 10 9vViN9iqf N . 
oil | 
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deſerted—So, 1, kept a, very. xelpedtful and 
cane PP OHNE A 


KF. Ono. 


70 OHR Deb idehowob s ont bairiftno: 


15 What do vou mean, Aſtell,“, cried 
ſhe, ſwelling with reſentment and diſap». 
zointed-love,. 5: by this unacequntable re- 
— e ſo intoxicated with 


Ine ee eee edgot 151 = 


ot 8 * * J PP Þ 2 P - — - 4 , I 
1113p $03 03 HIV F 71 OY „As 7d 10} 
ed . 


% Who J, lady Babr“. replied L, look 


ing careleſsly about the roomy and playing 


with her bracelet, which ſhe had taken off 
and laid on the table, (Which, by the Ways. 
contained. wy. picture ſet in bri 
ho Id upon my foul I . nl; 
ing in ſilent deference to what, you w were 
laying, to prove che pratoundnels of any 
Obedience to eee bad 1 


. 


Hide 3 3 i : 114 SOLE aD ha 27 511. 


nat re ee commands 
—_— 2 exclaimed ſhe; with a look and 
ice ſtrongly expreſſive of the rage with 

45 which 
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which her breaſt was inflamed; What a n 
Inſult: pot enyyfondieſs! But e 


‚——2 * 5417 7 Sd 3 W 0 ITY 


What, madam,” f ra , adjuſting a 
curl in nn Dt to 
300 Va cu einob A nr: 1 Mols 
NON „ibi, Adele ropti 4 1hej-*/andt 
m_ know e ee 10 (a RE 


| et {1 
11 19% 72 22 7 „ l on 


2 Not I. mae Madam, an ſwerecd 
I; „ but I am exactly what your d 


pleaſes to think me“ — (ſmiling. ) * 


2 s * 2 ed gik 88 67 rig * Dotlxi 1 — ot! 4. 


Abandoned wretch replied ſhe"in F 


galKing fofineſs, added es Wharhave:T 
donerodeſerve this infolenee?;Cruel Atel} 
you well knowrhow:T doat on you, in ſpite 
of: your coolneſs: how: I. die for a return 
of love, a warm, as:fincere as 105 __ 
15 QUE dE 26 3613 Ch -poRovwr £43 


Tour ladyſhip is fo addy: con- 
deſcending,“ ſaid I, that, may I periſh 


E DWARD AISTIEL L. 2717 


if I know howto diſengage myſelf from 
an affair which really begins ſo little ito 


want an e ER that——” 


4 


x 0 > 3 
> 4 Dis! ; 32! 181 JU 38 Tl N - | 


= - Menſter,” 1 the, $6; ** 
more beautiful than Adonis in thy out- 
ward form, thou haſt a mind as diſtorted 
as thy perſan. is lovely theart thou haft 
none. — Oh! why, why had I ever one 


to: beſtow on wand Namen nn | 


devil. 01 EIA * inks 4118 Ea +455) 1 
4 8 lo 4 *— l Aa 03 818 Ic 
1 bowed—I ſighed poi my ſighs-were, 
| 1 proteſt, not affected; for the remem- 
brance of my all charming Lucy forced 
hem from my overcharged boſom. They 
operated ſo powerfully on her ladyſhip, 
that ſne ſunk upon the ſopha with the ten · 
dereſt languiſnment of deſire. But I had 
no paſſion left for her; my whole ſoul was 
engroſſed by that adorable angel. 
100 vieamot1e9 of ef qirltthsl 170 
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Oh Selwyn! how, 1 lament my Paſt fol- 


ol 3 Dt {1 65 
es! what 


Oz! ILL 
wou 1 give to recall the—— 
but ts! 9 L Ip L115 295 0 1} TW #10 

ViQ1OtT 01 lug Iva od 1811 


Lady Bab 4 


þ | 
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if? 
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ading n me not 10 EF to 


play the lover as ſhe expected, and be- 
lieving that her reproaches prevented m 

advances to her, firove, by a thouſand 
wanton 1 to awaken deſire, 


and that all faithleſs as 1 was, I was alſo 
too lovely te be given up; and calling me 

_ * = u rern ae Aﬀell. 
ok is true, faith, Harry! Wem too 
late — all was over with her. I 25 
nd a 


+2 3 


that I'did'h 0 r chuſe to lay, and feigni 
violent head-ac ach (tho? the Pain lay entirely 

in my heart) briithed out of the houſe, 
leaving her to her women and her hyſte. 
mes Por Büb! I pity thee; let mie 
die Ident. Pur I begin, Seba, to 


ISDN be 
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be curſedlyt tired of ſuch women as theſe 
they are by no means the ie 15 whom 
one would wiſh to be united. Could. | 1 


. 55 


only perſuade that heavenly girl. to forgive 
what 1s paſt, and take, me to her, arms, 
I ſhould, | as I have fad before, be quite 
another creature. 1 am ſur Ire, nne that 


* 308 4 gp F 


I can never love any other woman, 
I On! 14 8 70 ” 
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© U will be, no doubt, extremely a 


"prized * \ my dear friend, to ſſee my 
letter dated 8 the metropolis: Lam 


II 


equally furprized to find, myſelf, her ez but 
my aunt Crawford, who yas Ser erecbel 
to, arriye Bom fle Eaſt Indie fill next, 
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year, came by the laſt ſhip. Fou have 
heard my father ſpeak: of this relation: the 
is almoſf twenty years younger than hi, 
a lively, agreeable widew, ſeemingly fond 
of what is called pleaſure: but tho“ not 
a lover of che country at any time; her af. 
fairs, at preſem, would not ſuffer her con- 
veniently to go down to Weodeot! and 
my father always had fo great an affection 
for this ſiſter,” that, - notwithſtariding his 
gout, and his diſlike to London (he is, 
however, much e he brought us to 
town in id eh E JornsH ino yr! 
vitro flom aw 
My ti time is ſo much taken up with going 
about ebm place to place with Mrs. Craw- 


IRWIL 1 JH I) FILVY 11 5111 


d arguments ſufficient to confute \ yours, 
with regard to your dread of being deemed 
= Yet I muſt, nevertheleſs, allow, 
th you diſcover ſo much oreatneſs of 

mind, 


= 5 writing; ; otherwiſe, 1 dk 1 cold 
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ming. and ſo Andere an eſteem and afſec- 

tion for lord. Sehwyn, if he cannot be ren: 
dered as thoroughly: ſenſible as I am of 
your true reaſons for refuſing him But 
L will not adviſe the point is too delicate 
to he determined by me ] diſtruſt my own 
judgment L can only, my dear frie. end; 
pray Heaven'to direct you fer the beſt, 
and to make you as happy wich your: ami. 
able lover, as you deſery 


8 Are 
21 511 ö Ol Io ® 1 0 LEED 211 


L. am called down te company. * e 
my excellent Harriot, and believe me ever 


TORS moſt affectionately, 
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5 LETTER N 


The Hon. Eduard Aſtell e Lord Say 
— Charles RY ah ; 
Ne Ober yet to my lat hate are 
you about? Gone back to Bath, 1 
imagine -I only judge by myſelf: 1 know g 
I would have purſued ſuch a girl as Har- 


riot, in ſuch a tender fit, till T had moulded 


her to my wiſhes. But I need not talk 
neither tis * over with me. 7 5 prove 


my aſſertion.— 4 


A new firſt-rate eit has ; extibired 
herſelf here: lady Flora Melcombe, only 


daughter to the late earlof ———, and, by 


the recent death of her mother, left to the 
Care of Mr. Melcombe, her uncle, who has 
juſt 
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zuſt brought her to town. You know nah g 
intimacy between my father and Mr. Mel- 
combe; in conſequence of which, I ay 
been, ince, I wrote to you laſt; ſeveral 
times in company with lady Flora and her 
aunt: the latter is a fine lively agreeable 
woman, but Flora (had not Lucy taken 
entirely poſſeſſion of my heart) I ſhould 
have, thought a charming creature in- 
deed. She is, certainly, a very elegarit - 
nymph-like figure, about cighteeh; with- 
the moſt, dazzling; complexion, and the 
molt, ſeducing features to be conceived: 
cherg is alſo a great appearance of naivetẽ 
in her face, which I never met with but in 
Lucy Muſgrove: I tay, appearance, for 1 
have ſome doubts concerning the reality 
of it: 1, ſtrongly ſ uſpect that her naivetẽ is 
aſſumed, as ſhe has nothing of that en- 
chanting, timidity which Lucy acer. 
at preſent. , Poſſibly t the, difference of edus + 
cation,—Girls are, in a great meaſure, as, 
Vor. 1. A 9 2 


218 HISTORY of the Hon. 

they are tramed up; till love, the power- 
ful inſtructor of us all, opens their eyes, 
and makes them ſee things in their natural 
lights, in ſpite of all the endeavours of 
mothers, aunts, and governeſſes, to throw 
Falſe colours on the objects which attract 
their ſight. But the divine Lucy was caſt 
im a different mould : ſhe has been, indeed, 
carefully inſtructed by a prudent mother, 
and a ſenſible father, from her earlieſt in- 
fancy; yet ſne is naturally more pure than 
any female I have hitherto met with. 
There is an innate modeſty in her; and 
the ſtrong expreſſion of the moſt refined 
chaſtity in lier countenance, renders her in- 
conceivably alluring and attractive. Flora 
is, I believe; at this moment, as innocent, 
but I am firmly perſuaded that I could 
ſoon make her otherwiſe. I fee plainly 
that T am not an object of indifference | in 


her 15 1 15 


Nad. 


7 4 
 & the U F n 5 
: 
1 28 4 * 2 ** | Wilt 


EDWARD AS TELL. 214 
Milt thou never be cured of 0 ee 
fn 88 0 It en to 10! 


4 . 
: r = 7 —— x: 0 „ 14 
- f bl ' ? : 1 is F 
wt AS 3 2 * 


Yes, — I am in a very fair way 


to be cured of it for life; for I am ſo 
humbled - ſo entirely let down by Lucy's 
perverſe coldneſs, that I don't care a ſtraw 
for the good opinion of the ſecond fineſt 
woman upon earth. Let you may be ſure, 
that I ſhall not; in the humour J am in, 
miſs a fingle opportunity to throw myſelf 


in her ſight, while ſhe continues in town. 


She is frequently in public; but her dear 
eyes, from which I derive all my joys, 
never once turn upon me with pleaſure 
upon me, whom every other woman is al- 
moſt ready to devour with hers. Poor con- 
5 1—— 


"This lirtl 8 F lora attaches her- | 
ſelf to me with a very troubleſome aſlidui- 
ty: yet ſhe cannot but lee, that when 


LH Lucy 
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Lucy is preſent, I have eyes for her alone. 
* lora affects to admire her; and tells me, 
that Mr. Melcombe has purchaſed an eſtate 
in the neighbourhood of Woodcot. She 
tells me alſo, that when they go down 
there, ſhe will make a friendſſip with Miſs 

Muſgrove. If that could be accom- 

pliſhed, I might get an interview with her. 

It will be, therefore, worth my while, to 
keep up an intimacy with adi Floc 
Huey has as many eine 0 a8 chere are 
men h⁰ Jook. n 6 USC 29 of 


d 1 [1 1181 1155 I 28 f 75 
F00200008606086000890008 
1 21! nus 3017 
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{> 3{45 10 FUL 1 4 


From i che Ty to the lame. 


n NT E has Pacbrell me beyond 
my expectations. The duke of — 


gave am aſquerade ball rother night. Ever 
m_ „ v. 
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vigilant about Lucy's motions, I not only 
learnt that ſhe was to be there, but by 
bribing a ſervant found out her habit. 
Nothing on earth could be more in cha- | 

racter, nor more becoming to her fair face , 
and elegant form. | I wrapped my head in | 
a white and gold turban; on which a bunch 9 

a 


— — — — > = < 
=} hat age Lent nt nh Inc — rv are — 5 - 8 
% —— . _— — 2 
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of brilliants i in form of "RI feather playi Ac & 
on one ſide, gave me no unpittoreſſue air: 


but how ſhall I deſcribe my lovely goddeſs, 1 
for a divinity ſhe was, no leſs a one tlaan 
the chaſte Diana, attended by her train of, 1 

nymphs! She was in a green ſatin robe, 1 

buttoned down, to ſhe her caſy ſhape to p 


more advantage with diamonds, over a 
white ſatin Pętticgat juſt ſhort enough to 
diſcover a pair of the prettieſt feet in the 
univerſe, covered alſo. with, white ſatin; 
and on her charming hair, dreſt in a deli- 
cious taſte, ſhe only wore a large dia | 
creſcent. The ſleeves of her robe wet : 
Mort, and ruffled. up. almoſt to the top 
„ with 
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with lace, which ſerved to ſet off the fineſt- | 
turned 'arms in the: world: 


I got immediately near my angel, tho” 
ſhe was ſoon encompaſſed by the admiring 
crowd; and as I was quite unknown, made 
uſe of my ae to won n e of a 


minuet. 971102 
1 Having fpelth'to u dy who had Hever 
left her, in the dreſs of a mph the ſuf- 
fered me to lead her into the circle; and 
performed with fuch adelightful diffidence, 
but in ſo graceful a manner, that I was 
| 1 loſt in. — 85 
5 my 
2511 led + her babkiagiain to —_ rithiving | 
to ſtay by her ſide; when an impertinent 
little devil took it into her head to {elect 
eee a n T 


3 $1 


 Inaaquizoure? tumour, we 00 th 
anda I was tired. 
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It may be fo,” faid the ſaucy gypſy, 
« when you don't like your partner, but 
you dare not ſay that you cannot dance.” 


N dba al 110 agacdries as 
ever, I took no pains to pleaſe her. I was 


impatient to be again near the lovely WE 
I accordingly flew to her. 


When . minuet was over, I 3 
e ſatisfaction to find her enter 
freely with me into converſation upon ge 
neral ſubjects. Heavens with * 127 

with what ſenſe! 


While we were 3 3 a 3 
majeſtic figure in a black domino, who had 
eyed us for ſome time, joined her on the 
other ſide, to the great inconvenience of 
her friend on whoſe arm ſhe leant, anqt at 


length grew ſo impertinent, that ſhe thought 


proper do make an nö e of 
4. 4 7 EN J 18 
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him by changing her place. He offered 
to ſtop her as ſhe ſtrove to paſs him: this 
occaſioned a freſh inſult, for he abſolutely 
prevented her from moving by ſeizing both 
her hands. I could hold out no longer; 
but cried, What means this inſolence? 
let go the . or 


= J „ 8 4 ; * : F } 
. }i { . 3 A 5 3 : ty 


3 r 1 655 a are YOU, . 
ed the domino with. inſupportable con- 
tempt ho dares to g err me 
ee e e 1.07 [5 
[39d — 2k 

fs - # Tiſhall e 41 
-unmaſking, in a proper place: leave us, 
. therefore, this inſtant,” ? 40 


« Not till I have ene your pretty 
aſſurance, anſwered wy geing to rn his 
hands b gen 5 


if 1 mo 


Juſt as Ke or to in- 
terpoſe, my charming creature reclined on 


— 


EDWARD ASTELL. 225: 


the lady's ſhoulder who accompanied her 
as if ſhe was fainting. Conceive my feel- 
ings I forgot my ſituation, myſelf, the 
reaſons I had for not diſcovering my per- 
ſon, in ſhort, every thing I attended only 
to the condition in which I beheld all that 
was dear to me. —I hurried towards her, 
pulled out a bottle of cau- de luce, which 
immediately recovered her: but gracious 
hat a ſudden coolneſs ſucceeded 
that chearful civility with which ſhe chat- 
ted to me before. She would, Þ believe, 
have frozen me with her looks - but I 
felt too much warmth in my heart from the 
. force of her beauty, and from the winning 
graces of her carriage, to be ſo affect. 

1 5 n _ 
4 "EPR Senn in ay, a W times 
more than ever, yet the paſſion L n 
feel is ſo totally different from that which. 
ne ly poſſeſſed me that it cannot give 
N Lan "offence 
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offence : it is now as pure as herſelf, as 
tender as ſheis lovely. She may be angry, 
he may be indifferent, but ſhe muſt ſee 
by the languor in my whole perſon, by my 
trembling hands, by my inarticulate ex- 
preſſions, by my reſpect, my fubmiſſion, 
my aſſiduity to remove every thing from 
her which may difpleaſe her, and to 
do every thing to procure her ſatisfaction, 
that I am not be Aſtell ſhe once, with rea- 
ſon, rejected, but a new man, a man who 
adores her, and would ſacrifice bis V0 for” | 
| RATES of bers. I. 01 


Fou ſneer, e at t this n 
on; and will tell me that I ſhall not long 


remain with theſe ſentiments: that Whether 
ſhe is forgiving « or not, I thall leave her 
for variety, for any woman be . 
nor. {Bl her.— | 

N. 0, Harry—I ok not. 2 her for 
the brighteſt, the moſt accompliſhed | beau- 
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ty upon earth. I feel but too ſenſibly that 
nobody except herſelf can ever make me 
happy. To prove my aſſertion hen ſhe 
refuſed my offered hand to conduct her 
out, a refuſal which I could not help ap- 
plauding, tho? it was a dagger to my heart, 
for I have not, I confeſs, deſerved! the. 
flighteſk fayour—I W 5 orig vat 
fo fairly h . 


downright rudeneſs: nay, tho*- ſhe went 


ſo far as to aflt me to take care of her to 
her coach, I left the room, after having fol- 
lowed my angel to her carriage with my 
eyes, and in a mul Thins kant myſels 
| uc n char. 11 20 ail 1 7 


I am lech bhyokil 3 
place, every creature (but this l 


one) is odious to my ſight. Would you 


were in town !—for I well de 
W d 9980 or behaviour, ' which 
4 110 has 

4 
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has juſtly provoked your reprehenſions — 
that you would now pity me, and indulge 
me in the only converſation that can ever 


not be in the leaſt ſatisfactory to 
6 | a 5 b Yours, &c 
oo E. A. 


P. 8. My tucker; who is "convinced of 
the ſincerity of my reformation, treats me 
in the moſt affectionate manner, and Jops 
his 'wiſhes to mine that it were pol 
to move this lovely but (inflexible | gt; 

ſometimes wiſhing t too that her inflexibility 
Would make me turn my thoughts upon 
ſome other woman. He expreſſes the ten- 
dereſt concern at the decline of my health, 
and the lowneſs of my ſpitits, witkin 
"theſe few days, and has engaged lady Flo- 
"ra to try to amuſe me. The taſk impoſed 
AVbon her ſeems to be no diſagreeable one; 
hut her endeavours Will not, I may ven- 
ure ro tay, prove' efficacious, —Selby cer- 
tainly 
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tainly ſucceeds better with Lucy. What 
a horrid idea! 


dee 


L ET T E R XIII. 
u M ſuſgrove to > Mit N 


*4% ; 


H E AR nothing of you, my dear Har- 
riot; þ 4 hope you are not ill again. 
Tour ſilence made me willing to hope 
that you deſigned to ſurprize me in 
frown. 515 
* do not, * any means, „ approveo of the 
tel lead; at preſent; I am continually 
wrrying from one place of public diverſi- 
on to another, and have ſcarce leiſure to 
think at alla life of ſo much diſſipation js 
not to my taſte: I ſhould make a wretched 
Ene . My. aunt. Crawford is far het- 
ter 


230 HISTORY of the Hon. 


ter qualified to ſhine in that character : 
ſhe 1s a ſenſible good-natured woman, but 
ſeems to be happy only in a crowd. 


She ould make me accompany her to 
the duke of ———-*5 ball t'other night, 
and as poſitively inſiſted upon appearing 
in the character of Niana—You cannot 
imagine how ſimple I looked; but that is 
nothing to the purpole. I danced, un- 
knowingly, with the very man whom 1 
ſhould have avoided. I cannot approye 
of theſe diſguiſes, they are calculated only 
for the carrying on bad purpoſes: all 
concealments muſt be wrong. 


his: fooliſh affair may be attended with 
diſagreeable conſequences. Mr. Aſtell 
thought proper to reſent the impertinence 
of a man in a black domino, and I appre- 
:bended great danger from ſuch a proceed- 


Ing: my apprehenſions, perhaps, aroſe 
ys „ 
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from my ignorance of the cuſtoms at ſuch 
entertainnments. I was, however exceſ- 
ſively ſhocked to think that I had occaſion- 
ed ſo violent a buſtle : for tho' I cannot be 
an advocate for Mr. Aſtell, I would not 
have him brought into dangerous circum- 
ſtances on my account. I behaved with 
no kind of fortitude : I was, indeed, ſo 
frighted, fo affected at the ſcene before me, 
that 1 was near fainting.—I am not a- 


ſhamedof feeling for any perſon ſo ſituated, 
but J was in the utmoſt confuſion to have 


my emotions 1 coped. 
PTY 


1 have other things to tell you 


"My father hagreceived proggi from a 
young man of faſhion, Lord Groſely: 
but I have intreated him to diſpenſe with 
my not admitting him to viſit me in ex- 
i ok an event which will never 


happen. 


og bs — — — —y—ę— 
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happen. I deſire leſs and leſs every day 
to change my way of life; and if I can be 
brought to think of a new ſituation, ought. 
Selby to have the preference: ? 


Selby was gone down to his father at: 
the time of the ball, who being ill had. 
ſent for him: he is now coped. but do- 
not think, my dear Harriot, that I can mar- 
ry him, from what L have ſaid I ſhudder 
at the idea I cannot bear to beſtow a 

ſingle thought on marriage — Am I not 
happy with my amiable relations? will * | 

wiſh to remove me from them * 

Mrs. gend, wh. matted a young 
perſon. to wait on her, has been recom- 
mended to one of the fineſt girls I ever 
faw. She is tall, and has a gracefulneſs in 
her air not commonly met with in people 

in her ſtation, tho' ſhe never, I believe, was 
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her family having obliged her to have re- 
courſe to a dependent way of life; a way 
of life for which ſhe ſeems, from her per- 
ſon and manners, very unfit : ſhe acquits 
herſelf, indeed, very much to my aunt's 
ſatisfaction, but there is a melancholy in 
her countenance that ſhews ſhe is far 
from being:contented—This melancholy, 
Jam informed, is never ſo ſtrong,” nor ſo 
viſible as when I am preſent - ſhe fre- 


quently looks at me, tis true, in a very 
particular manner, and then turns away her 


head, ſtriving to ſuppreſs a ſigli, while 
tears force themſelves into her eyes: is not 


this behaviour rather extraordinary t ? But 
perhaps, ſhe-cannot'get over the trouble 


which ſhe feels for the troubles of her fa- 
mily, and Ithink it may be, that as Tam 
the neareſt of her own age, I may be che” 
* ä of her ee -> 100 118 154 
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ture more than once about common things, 
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and could I decently introduce a converſa- | 
tion that might lead to a diſcoyery of her 
affliction, I would do all in my power to 
= relieve her but unleſs ſhe is as ready to : 
ſpeak as I am to hear, it won't do- for 
nothing is more cruel in my opinion, than 
the revival of the misfortunes of thoſe whom 
we wiſh to relieve by an ill placed pity, I 
will not ſeem to fee that ſhe is unhappy, 
till L chink, ſhe deſires me to, take notice 
of her tt a 


As we all i in ahh ſame REY ſhe, 
being more uſed to theſe things than my 
own Kitty, dreſſed me for the ball, and, 
after our coming home, when ſhe heard 
of the fracas that had happened, diſcover- 
ed ſo much emotion that I was really ſur- 
prized. She trembled to ſuch a degree 
that ſhe could hardly aſſiſt me to tale off 
my habit. 1 


Imagin- 
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Imagining that ſhe was ill I reached a 


chair, and ran for ſome drops for her; but 


ſhe refuſed them, ſaying ſhe ſhould ſoon 
recover, and was quite aſhamed of herſelf 
fdr having given me ſo much trouble.— 
A ſigh and ſome tears followed thoſe few 
words. | | 


I ſtrove to comfort her, and ſhe appear- 
ed pleaſed with my endeavours. She then 
ventured to aſk me two or three queſtions 
about the ball and the company, yet very 


modeſtly. My replies ſeemed to affect her 


a good deal, eſpecially when I mentioned 
how much I was alarmed leſt any miſchief 
ſhould arife. 


When ſhe left me to retire to reſt, ſhe 
looked at me earneſtly, and ſighed deeply; 
and when I ſaid, with all the complacency 
I was miſtreſs of, Good night, Maria, I 
hope we ſhall be more chearful to-mor- 


row,” 
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row,” a ſecond ſigh burſt from her, and 
ſhe quitted the room very abruptly. I 
don't know what to make of this new affair 
can your penetration make any diſco- 
veries ?—But you have forgot your Lucy, 
— Write ſoon, or I ſhall have a thouſand | 
* 1 5 
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